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Taken at the east end of Ashtabula Yard, Photo 1 shows a steam loco being turned for its eastbound trip just below AH tower. Hidden by the
mains on the embankment is the coal port lead and, beyond that, is a photo mural of the actual coal port. The locomotives are a Sunset GE 44-
tonner, a Weaver Consolidation and a Weaver FA. All Buckeye locomotive and cars in the photos in this article have been painted by Dave

By Herm Botzow, MMR

q 0‘6 Photos by Bob Simmons

Widman based on paint schemes designed by Ed Bommer. Dave also did all the weathering.

In O Scale, it is often difficult to find an area in the train
room with enough width to create a typical urban railroad
yard, with adjoining areas for a passenger terminal, flat yards
for freight classification, an engine facility and industrial spurs.
Tail tracks and arrival tracks are needed to permit switching
maneuvers while other trains pass on the mainline. The bench-
work becomes so wide that operators cannot reach trains if all
these activities are squeezed into one location. This is the first
in a series of three articles that present ideas for yards on inter-
mediate sized O Scale layouts. Instead of building one huge
yard that takes away space for mainline tracks, the idea is to
build several smaller yards along a longer mainline. Each yard
can then be designed to perform slightly different but comple-
mentary functions within the overall scheme of your pike.

The first, and possibly the most generally applicable, of
these concepts is the linear yard. There are prototypical prece-
dents throughout the country, as when a real railroad is con-
fined to a narrow river valley. In such circumstances, the
railroad will string out the yard components end to end. Doing
this in 1:48 permits operators to reach the back of the yard
more easily. With more table frontage, several crews can work
the yard simultaneously. If the yard eventually widens, aisles
should be made available on both sides to ensure adequate
operator access to all tracks.

The Buckeye Railroad is based roughly on the Pittsburgh &
Lake Erie and has as its purpose connecting the New York
Central mainline at Ashtabula, Ohio, to Pittsburgh. The Buck-

eye’s Ashtabula is a much larger city than its namesake and, as
such, can justify a large passenger depot based on the one in
Cincinnati, Ohio. To the west of Ashtabula is the New York
Central’s Collinwood Yard. Just east of Cleveland, Collinwood
Yard is a staging area for trains operating on the Buckeye.
From there to Buckeye Junction, the first community east of
Ashtabula, the Buckeye has trackage rights on the New York
Central. At Buckeye Junction, the Buckeye diverges and heads
east (actually southeast) on its own mainline to its eastern
terminal at Pittsburgh.
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Figure 1 is a drawing of the Buckeye Railroad yard at Ashtabula. Defined as the
trackage between two double crossovers stretching west from Ashtabula_Harbor Tower
(AH) to Ashtabula Tower (AB), it occupies 46 feet along the edge of a narrow section of
the train room. Beginning at the lower left or east end, there is a five-track engine facili-
ty below the double track mainlines. The main closest to the front of the table is the
passenger main. The far main is the freight main. The freight main does not have access
to Ashtabula’s Union Depot. The engine facility includes a turntable, an approach
track, water columns, a coaling tower and a Diesel refueling setup.

Moving to the west, there are crossovers from the freight main to the freight arrival
track at the bottom of Figure 1. Another crossover connects the passenger main to the
passenger staging track above the mains. The staging track also connects to the engine
terminal. Connected to the freight arrival track is a switching lead. The end of this lead
doubles as the arrival track for the coal port at Ashtabula Harbor. A second crossover at
this location leads to an industrial spur serving a bakery and a three-track freight yard
for processing coal trains. The yard is elevated several inches for easier “reachability”
and is known as the Upper Freight Yard.

At the major curve in the mainline is the main yard gate to the passenger terminal.
Across the way is a crossover that divides the freight arrival tracks into two sections to
permit runarounds and simultaneous switching of two freight trains. At the west end of
the yard, adjacent to the freight main, is a three-track freight yard, known as the Lower
Freight Yard. Between the lower yard and the main are a caboose track, a gate switch
to the freight main and a spur to the freight house. On the other side of the mains is the
Ashtabula Union Depot passenger yard with four stub end tracks

The table is narrowest at the bakery, a mere 26 inches for five tracks. It reaches its
widest point, 68 inches, at the west end. Here, the table is accessible from both sides.
The least number of tracks is three at the east crossovers. The maximum number, 11,
occurs just east of the west crossovers. There are 34 separate turnouts, all manually
operated. As mentioned, the yard sits at the west end of Buckeye Railroad operations
and is fed from the west by a four-track staging yard at Collinwood, Ohio. At the east
end, departing passenger trains cross over to the freight main and proceed east on sin-
gle track to Buckeye Junction, and, from there, to a division point and the Pittsburgh
terminal at the east end of the railroad. During an operating session there will be
upwards of 32 trains running to, from or through Ashtabula.

The yard is designed to handle a variety of operations simultaneously. The top priori-
ty is the unencumbered movement of through trains on the mains. This includes
through passenger trains that stop on the main at the depot. The next priority is given to
the passenger, mail and milk trains to, and from, the East that begin and end their runs
at Union Depot. Some of these trains arrive behind steam locomotives that must be
turned at the engine facility for their return trip.

On the freight side of the yard, there is the daily arrival at the Lower Freight Yard of
a through freight from the classification yard at the Buckeye division point to the east.
The cars on this train are then set out by a yard drill that switches the adjacent
freight house, the bakery at the east end of the yard and the grain elevators at the 4
upper yard. The empties are assembled into a train at the lower yard and are &
hauled back to the division point for classification and off-line routings. #

The greatest volume of activity at Ashtabula centers on the Upper
Freight Yard and the coal port lead. Loaded coal trains from the

ARSLE Ho

T COLLINGSORDD, O,

i -'\l:'\

LA DEPENT

—
[

ASHTABULA

CABNISE

11 CARS
FLARS
AR

BRE LOAYER FREIGHT YARL

—

BUCKEYE PASSEMGER YARD

) PASS, ARS

Y I"._ ""_'______..--"'"'-17" BYE PASSERCLM ALAIN

HASS. STALIMG THALK F
]
|
T

\ ‘-._ NYC TRLIGHT MAIN
———_ %\ W & 7, ARRIVAL TRALK
——_l_ FOANS — —— . W YAKL LLALY

BAKERY i 4 LHSTILLERY

v
BUCKEYE RAILROAD - ASHTABULA ™

May/June 04 - O Scale Trains ® 5




-
"

Fa
—
S

.r‘

=
south are assembled at the division point and moved to Ashtab-
ula throughout the session. As each train arrives, it exchanges
its loaded hoppers for empties and returns to the division point
where the hoppers will be moved to their originating roads.
The coal drags are run as extras.

The yard design permits several of these separate operations
to proceed simultaneously so that a large volume of traffic can
be handled without blocking the mains. For example, a coal
drag might be being switched at the Upper Freight Yard while
the yard drill is sorting freight cars at the Lower Freight Yard. At
the same time, a local passenger train arriving from the east

Photo 3 is a view of the
upper freight yard looking
east. During the operating

session, these hoppers

arrived from the east [

(south) and were |
exchanged for empties. 5
The loaded hoppers will
be moved to the coal port
overnight, dumped and
returned to the sidings
empty and ready for
removal at the next
operating session. The
locomotive is an Atlas
SW-9 in Buckeye freight
livery.

Photo 2 is a view to the
west from just above the
crossovers to the freight
arrival and passenger
staging tracks. An
eastbound Buckeye
passenger train exits the
depot onto the passenger
main as a Buckeye Coal
drag approaches the
upper freight yard. Note
the use of different
ballast, tie spacing and
rail size to distinguish the
mains from the adjoining
arrival and staging tracks.
The passenger loco is a
Weaver FA.

ol

might be crossing over to the passenger main at the AH tower.
As the local enters the depot, a through passenger train from
the west might be departing the passenger station on the pas-
senger main. At the east end, a steam engine might be coaled
and turned at the engine facility for its next assignment. Need-
less to say, this is a busy time for Buckeye operators, even as
the yard easily absorbs the action. The attached photos show
train movements at various points in the yard. Perhaps a linear
yard could smooth out your operations as well. . *
(Photo 6 can be seen on page 8)
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Photo 4 is a view of the passenger yard looking west from under the highway viaduct. A departing milk train is flanked by two waiting passenger
trains. From left to right, the locomotives are a Williams Atlantic, Atlas RS- 1 and Weaver FA.

Photo 5 is an overview
of the passenger depot
and, across the two
mains, the lower freight
yard. The two Pennsy
coaches are Walthers
kits built by the author
and reworked by Ed
Bommer. The milk cars
are scratchbuilt by the
author and the
streamlined passenger
equipment is by MTH.
Aisles skirt both sides
of the yard at this
location.
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Photo 6 is a view back to the east showing the yard drill at work in the Lower Frelght Yard asit sorts and delivers recently arrlved frelght cars to the various |ndustr|es as
Ashtabula. These include the grain elevators on the left and the freight house on the right. Note that the grain elevators can only be switched by temporarily pulling the
hopper cars out of the other end of the siding.

The History Channel Series
By Corgi
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2004 Limited Editions

O-Scale Diecast Vehicles

#C52703 -50’s 3
Mack B Ladder - $29.95™

#C50708
Mack LJ Flatbed

w/Track-Bed Load
“New York C. Railroad” -

$69.95

; #C52313 - °50’s
Mack B Open Cab - $24.95

T620 w/F ruehauf Trailer For
Budweiser Clydesdales - $49.95

#C51012 - D-Day

#C51404 Int’l h Tank - $24.95
Transtar w/Cruched Car LS, Sheran Rk &

Load “Lindquist Trucking”-$79.95

Fishbowl New York
Lines 1980°s Era - $54.95

PzKpfw D-Day
Panther Command - $24.95

#RCS()SETZ

#S1.4099 -
Packard Sedan - $9.95

— .!
-

#S1.4524
’48 Tucker - $9.95

E ‘ l $4.99 Sale!

Plymouth Belv.

’37

Good Humor & Ice
Cream Divco Set - $14.95 Great Value!

#IX020

C4667-°68 : 50’s Checker

#CC TAW Mercury Cougar $8. 95 h‘ i Cab “New
- York City” $19.95

Sale

#EC1901

#EC4674 *41 Willys Coupe - $7.99

Ford AC Cobra - $8.95

#EC1203 -’32
Ford Roadster

l #REX48Army
Y Sale '35 Ford Touring Sedan
«U.S. Army”- $19.95
& m L y
HECI1202 - 732
$ECI112 - VW -@*’-f Ford Roadster
Beetle 1303 Coupe - $3.99 $4.99 Sale!
sal? Y
& A

#5S10096  #0T1936Gety - 1936 White
evy Bel Air - $6.99  Open Top 706 Bus“Gettysburg”
(7” Long) - $19.95 Very Nice

$13 95

#0T1936Skag - 1936 White
Open Top 706 Bus (7” Long)
“Skagway, AK” - $19.95

#RC50004 -
Divco Service Truck - $7.99

’50

Diecast Direct, Inc.
Dept. 0OS0406 - 1009 Twilight Tr. - Frankfort, KY 40601

Over 1,400 ‘O’ scale cars, trucks, buses, airplanes, fire, police,
military & construction replicas available. Catalog $2.00.

Or check out our web site at: www.diecastdirect.com/ost

Shipping & Handling: (Contin’l U.S.)

Shipments $0.01 - $20.00
Shipments $20.01
Shipments $40.01

Shipments $60.01 - $80.00 ..
Shipments $80.01 - $100.! 00
- $40.00 . $5.95  Shipments $100.01 - $150.00 ..
- $60.00 $6.95  Shipments of $300.00 or More Free Shipping!!!

. $4.95

To Order, Please Call M-F 10:00am - 5:00pm ET
Orders 1-800-718-1866 - Phone (502) 227-8697

www.diecastdirect.com/osm
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