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By Glenn Guerra

 Bob and Elizabeth Jakl grew up in the Chicago suburbs. Bob is from Hinsdale and Elizabeth is from La
Grange. Both of these towns are on the Chicago Burlington & Quincy three track main line west from Chicago.
This line was the route of numerous Zephyr trains, suburban trains, and freight trains. If you live in these
suburbs, the railroad is part of your life. Many of the residents ride the train to work in Chicago, and there is
always a train going by. The Zephyr trains would speed through town, and the shiny stainless steel Budd cars
would sparkle as they went by. Even the Burlington suburban cars were made by Budd. Like many of us, the
hometown railroad holds a special place in our memory no matter where we end up living – it is no different for
Bob and Elizabeth.

25 Years And Counting

Bob and Elizabeth Jakl
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Bob and Elizabeth moved to California in 1968 for a while and then to Oklahoma, Arizona, and Georgia
before Bob retired. They moved back to California in 1989 and started to build the layout in 1990. September of
2015 marked twenty-five years of the layout, and they had an open house for their model railroad friends with a
special cake for the occasion. There were photos taken of the event and we wanted to show you some. While I
was corresponding with Ed Jakl, one of their sons, I asked if he had any photos from the past. He was able to
come up with some good photos of building the layout, so here we go. Twenty five-years of building a layout
and still going.

 Before we get too involved in the layout, let’s go back in time to 1948. Bob was a kid in school in Hinsdale
and was already interested in O Scale trains. When he could, he would go to the All Nation Hobby Shop in
Chicago. Remember all those CB&Q suburban trains? Well, Bob would walk to the train and ride to downtown
Chicago. Once off the train in Chicago, it was only a 3 block walk to the All Nation Hobby Shop. Remember
those days when we would marvel over all the train models we could not afford? Soon, Bob Colson, owner of
All Nation, took a liking to Bob and understood the financial situation of a teenager. Bob Jakl told me that Bob
Colson would take him down into the basement of the store where they packaged the kits and would let him
pick out car sides. Bob Jakl said he would be able to buy just the silk screened sides, not the whole kit, which
saved him some money. He would make the wood parts at home. The ends and doors were made from tin cans
that Bob would cut apart. He would make rivet impressions on them and glue them to his car bodies.

This is just part of the layout during the 25 year celebration and party. The layout is built low so you can
view it sitting down. Bill Leider painted the clouds and the scene of Yosemite that is on the back wall.
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 Bob graduated from High School in 1952, and went into the Navy. He started in electronics school in the
Navy, but ended up in aircraft mechanics school. When he finished school, he wound up on the aircraft carrier
USS Kearsarge, and was off to the Korean War. After the war, Bob was transferred to the aircraft carrier USS
Wright and was back in electronics as a radar operator. Bob was telling me he was aboard the USS Wright
when it participated in Operation Wigwam, which was one of the Atomic Bomb tests.

 Bob met Elizabeth in the Chicago area when he was home on leave from the Navy. They dated until 1957
when they were married. Elizabeth was telling me she worked for the Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroad
in one of the downtown Chicago offices as a Dictaphone operator. As I mentioned, if you lived near the
Burlington, railroads were a part of your life. Bob went to college on the GI bill at the American Institute of
Technology in Chicago. After leaving school, the couple moved to New Mexico. Bob worked for the University
of New Mexico at the White Sands missile test range while the Talos missile was being developed. After this,
Bob went to work for Sperry on aircraft auto pilot flight systems that were being used on the airlines. This took
them to Tulsa, Oklahoma. So what does this all have to do with the trains you ask? Well, it was the time spent
in this part of the country when Bob became interested in the Santa Fe railroad. It was also the time when his
son, Ed, became interested in the Missouri Kansas & Texas railroad. Both of these railroads are represented on
the layout.

Guy Krivanek on the left, the late Lou Cross in the middle, and Bo Lilejeberg on the right were on hand
during the 25 year celebration.
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 Now, back to 1990. Bob is ready to start the layout. First he needed a place, and since this is California,
there are no basements. So, you do what any other modeler who wants a big layout would do. You build an out
building. You can see in the photos that this was a family affair. They live in the foothills of the Sierra
Mountains, and there is not a lot of level ground, so the layout building is built into the hillside. This means that
one side has about five feet of foundation showing. This was used to their advantage. The two entry doors to the
building are on this side. You enter the building and into a hall. The hall goes under the layout and you come up
the steps into the middle of the layout room. I have been there, and it is a great idea. No having to bend over to
get under the layout. The layout itself is an around the walls layout, built low to the floor. When I first saw this,
Bob told me his knees were bad and he knew the day would come when standing for long periods of time
would be a problem. He built the layout so it could be viewed from sitting in a chair or the couch you see in the
photos. When you look at the photos the first impression is, this cost a fortune. Well, it didn’t. First off, look
close and you will notice they did all the work. Once they had the main building up, a friend told them the
Merced Mall in Merced, California was being remodeled. They went and talked to the contractor about buying
some of the light fixtures. After the contractor heard what they were doing, he offered the old lumber and other
building materials to them so he did not have to pay for them to go to the dump. Bob said he and his son, Tom,
went in the evenings and loaded up the truck. They would spend time the next day pulling nails and removing
pieces of drywall from the scrap lumber. All the layout lumber and wiring came from the shopping mall. Bob
said even the carpeting in the layout room came from the shopping mall.

A view of the layout from the control tower. The guy in the blue shirt behind the engine house is coming
up the stairs from the entry. No duck under here. You enter the building from the hillside and walk
through a hallway under the layout and up the stairs into the middle of the layout. I really like the large
buildings. Notice the curved yard. This looks like Chicago to me with the mainline running through the
middle of the yard. One of the latest additions to the layout is a car card operating system. You can see
the pockets for the car cards on the fascia of the layout in front of the vacant chair. The couch is a nice
touch – I could spend some time there watching the trains.
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Ed Jakl checks the grade in 1990 when they started the layout.

Up go the walls. Bob and son, Tom, are raising the second wall section here.
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This was no small undertaking, but the good California weather meant they had lots of good days to work.

Time to figure out the track plan. About this time, they met a contractor who was remodeling the Merced
Mall. He sold them the light fixtures cheap, and when he found out they were building a model railroad,
he told them they could have all the scrap wood and other materials that were coming out of the
remodeling. Bob said they would go in the evenings after the workers went home and load up the truck
with wood and scrap wire.
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The top photo shows the control tower under construction.  In the bottom photo, Tom Jarvis, on the left,
Tom Jakl in the middle, and Perry Jakl on the right are running trains during the 25 year celebration.



The O Scale Resource May/June 2016 31

Ed Jakl poses during some of the early track work.

Bob is checking the plans to see where they are at with the construction while Tom works on track. Look
at how sturdy the bench work is. They got all this lumber free from a remodeling job at the Merced Mall.
Definitely a much better use for it than in the dump, don’t you think?
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Bob and Tom laying track. All the track was hand laid and spiked. Bob has a sanding block for leveling
the ties after they are glued down. Then the stain is touched up before the rail is put down. I was there for
a few hours watching trains run, and not one derailed. Good work pays off.

Time for scenery. Bob is dipping paper towels in plaster to make a hard shell scenery base.
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 The layout is designed to remind them of things they remember. There is an outside loop that represents the
CB&Q in Chicago. This loop has a three track main line around part of the room. On this, they modeled the
Highland station from a kit. The La Grange and Hinsdale depots were scratch built. I got a big kick out of it
when I first saw it. The three track main ducks behind a hill and out of view. When it disappears, the center
track stops. Bob has a CB&Q suburban train running back and forth on this line automatically. Stopping and
reversing at each end. These trains are push pull trains, and this is how they run on the Burlington. Since this
center track train operates by itself, it comes and goes at irregular intervals and gives the impression of an
express train running on the center track. It’s a great effect. You will be watching a freight train when, all of a
sudden, here comes the express train. There is another loop of track that has a lot of features of the Santa Fe on
it, and that’s where most of the Santa Fe engines run. There are some long yards, and Bob made them with a
kink in them. I was watching as a mainline trailer train snaked through the center tracks of the yard. It reminded
me of sitting on an overpass looking down on some area of Chicago that is six tracks wide with cars sitting on
the outside tracks. Lastly, there is a section of the Katy. Take a look at the large elevators in the photos. This
type of elevator is so typical of the Kansas and Oklahoma areas the Santa Fe and Katy run through. Layouts are
never static, and things are always changing. One of the recent changes is a car card operating system. Ted
Schnepf is big on operation and has a large layout designed for operation. Bob had been to Ted’s layout and
saw how a car card operating system worked. Bob and son, Tom, installed one on the Katy portion of the
layout, and you can see the car card pockets on the fascia in a few spots.

Trains are running. This photo from the 25 year celebration shows some of the layout today. The station
is Highlands, Illinois. This was a kit that someone produced and Bob built one. The actual station still
exists and is a commuter stop on the CB&Q in the Chicago suburbs. The bridge over the Burlington GP is
also an actual bridge that is by the Highlands station. The prototype bridge was made from an old
turntable.
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Bob did a little selective compression on the La Grange depot, but it looks like this. This was the depot
that Elizabeth would use to ride the train to work in downtown Chicago. These days, Elizabeth likes to
run this part of the layout.

The express train on the center track has just passed the local at La Grange while the local is stopped to
let people off. Bob scratch built nine of these bi-level Budd cars. He made the bodies from styrene and
used ICC passenger car roofs. The details came from Kiel Line and are now available through Scale
City Designs.



The O Scale Resource May/June 2016 35

  Bob was quick to point out that this is not a one man show. You will notice in the photos that the track is
all hand laid. This was done with Right O Way rail and hand spiked. Everyone helped with some of that. Bob
and Elizabeth have three sons, and they all helped with the layout. Perry, who lives in Atlanta now, made a lot
of the buildings. Tom worked a while in commercial art and has an eye for scenery. He did most of the
backdrop. Ed’s speciality is electronics and wiring. Notice the control tower they built for running the layout.
Bob said there are a lot of cars and locomotives that came from other people. Some of them include George
Bames, Lorell Joiner, and Ron Schofield. Bob also has some things from the Wichita Kansas O Scale Club.
Remember those cars Bob made with All Nation sides and tin can ends? Some of them are still on the layout.
Bill Leider and his wife were visiting Bob and Elizabeth one time and Bill got put to work. The Yosemite falls
scene and the clouds were painted by Bill.

 Ed Jakl made a website for the layout, and you can see it at http://oscale.homestead.com/.  Tom Jakl has
taken some movies of the layout, and they are on You Tube. You can find them by doing a search on
Mytommy1962. The 25 year celebration and party was more than just about the layout. It’s a lifetime of good
times and good friends in the model railroad hobby. Many of the modelers in the central valley of California
near where Bob and Elizabeth live come over to see the layout. Bob and Lou Cross were good friends, and Bob
was one of the last people to see Lou before he passed away. They were working on Lou’s layout on a Sunday,
and Lou died in his sleep that Sunday night. Bob is handling Lou’s estate and said the layout room is full, so he
may not be open during the upcoming O Scale West meet. He will be at the show, and will be selling some of
Lou’s things at the show. When you see him at the show, check with him or check with the show schedule. If
Bob and Elizabeth are open, try to get there and see the layout. This is what the comradery in the hobby is all
about.


