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FUN And more than a
half million hobbyists have found that this
book makes it even more fun! You’re now
reading the fifth edition of
MODEL RAILROADING—a new edition,

bigger and richer than any other manual
ever published . . .

The quickest glance through its pages will
show you how comprehensive a volume it is:
you learn from step-by-step drawings,
photographs, and text how to re-create

the whole fascinating world of passenger

and freight railroading.

You learn how to organize and conduct a
model railroading club; the values of model
railroading as a civic project. It’s

crammed with instructions on landscaping;
wiring for realistic operation; new, practical,
tested track-layouts; exciting

information on the three types of Lionel frack,
including the new, fabulously real

Super “O” gauge; how to make models for
your pike. Open it, use it, read it—the ideas are
almost inexhaustible!

Bantam Books and Lionel’s staff of

experts have made this book your key to tops
n authenticity and tops in fun in

model railroading!
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INTRODUCTION

I know you are going to enjoy this newly revised and en-
larged edition of the up-to-the-minute book that has guided
hundreds of thousands of people to the pleasures of model
railroading. :

In my fifty-eight years of building miniature electric trains
I have never discovered a more fascinating hobby.

When [ started the manufacture of electric trains 58 years
ago, miniature trains had very little resemblance to the beauti-
fully scale-detailed models we manufacture today. In the inter-
vening years tremendous progress has been made. Today the
model railroad enthusiast, with the equipment now available,
can construct and operate the most modern railroad system—
controlling and directing his trains by the magic of electronic
remote control.

Now you can enjoy the thrill of sitting at the control
throttles of your model set—complete master of a miniature
railroad system that performs all the functions of a real one.
By remote control you can blow the whistle of your locomo-
tive, increase or decrease its speed, stop and reverse it—vou
can “make up” trains, guide them through intricate switching
systems, sidings and spurs, load and unload cars, operate road-
side equipment. You become, at one time, engineer, brake-
man, conductor, yvardmaster, dispatcher, as well as owner and
general manager.

Naturally you'll want to match the realism of your model
outfit with a fitting background, scenic surroundings as life-
like as the perfection of the trains themselves. You will spend
many a pleasant hour, planning and building a little world of
your own with its villages, mountains, prairies, rivers, all linked
together, as our country is, by the vital network of railroads.

The fascination of model railroading—the urge to build and
operate a miniature railroad system—is typically American.
Each individual has the opportunity to inject his own per-
sonality into his werk, to create a railroad system unlike any
other one in the world.

To those of you who are joining us, and those who are
already members of our fraternity of model railroad fans, I
wish the very best of luck, and at least some measure of the
happiness I have had in my 58 years as a builder of model
electric trains.

Josuua Lioner Cowen
Chairman of the Board, The Lionei Corporation




THE OLD The most romantic era in railroading was the one dominated
by the old wood-stoked and coal-burning steam locomotives. Many
model railroaders today still build these old-type trains, using motors,
driving gear and trucks of modern-type rolling stock.
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THE NEW The tendency nowadays is to convert model pikes to
Diesel operation, with high-speed freights and passengers with stream-
lined cars and realistic horns.



[ WHAT AND WHY

CHAPTER ONE

MODEL RAILROADING comes very close to being an all-
embracing hobby. It can be tackled in so many dif-
ferent ways that every person can find pleasure in it. And
every person can find use for his particular skilis.

Every useful or necessary ability m model railroading
can be learned from the bottom up. A railroad is built a
bit at a time, and so are the necessary skills.

Yet it mode} railroading each person can express him-
self by building, by mventing, by creating. Best of all,
model railroaders get to see their work in operation. They
control their tiny empires completely.

Near at hand a little freight train scurries into a siding,
a switch is thrown, and the fast freight passes safely by
with screaming whistle. A moment later it curves off into
the hills, and not a minute afterwards a sleck passenger
train glides past in the opposite direction pulled by an
effortless Diesel engine. Only then does the little way
freight pull out of the siding and resume its delivery of
cars on sidings here and there along the hine.

The operatien of such an accurate model railroad is
fascinating. What is more, it parallels the operation of a
real road. The person who operates the small road does
work that would be done by a dozen or more persons on
a real railroad. And to run his creation smoothly he must
have skiil, experience, and knowledge.

This book provides any model railroader with the know-
how for building a permanent, table-mounted layout. A
few tools, a few dollars, a bit of patience, and some avail-
able space are the only requirements.
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