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SWITECHING THE
SOUTHERMN PACIFIC'S
COAST DAYLIGHT

AT S5AKNM JOSE, CALIF:
CIRCA 1955

COAST DAYLIGHT

My friend and | watched in San
Jose as the SP switched the three
sections of the Daylight for its
sprint down the California coast to
Los Angeles. Grab your bike and
ride with us!

My family spent a couple of Christmas
and summer vacations with my aunt
and uncle and my cousins on the San
Francisco peninsula when | was a teen-
ager, over fifty years ago. My cousin
introduced me to one of his friends
who was as interested in trains as | was.
We saw the long freights that ran up to
Oakland and the commutes (Southern
Pacific jargon for commuter trains) on
the line into San Francisco. Near the
end of summer in the mid-50’s we were
sitting on a fence and the Daylight came
through from Los Angeles.

Back home in the east, long distance
trains usually had mixtures of equip-
ment in the colors of several railroads,
and the steam engines | saw were sad
looking machines running off their
last miles.

But this train was a streamliner and
had a scarlet and orange 4-8-4 with
twenty shiny cars, just like the railroad
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publicity photos. | wanted to see that
train up close, and finally that winter
| did. | even took a couple of photos
with the family Brownie camera, but
they haven’t survived the years.

Modeling the San Jose station and
facilities brought back the memories
of a day when | was awakened out of
a sound sleep way before sunrise.

A loud tapping noise at the window
woke me. | slid the window open, and
down on the lawn my friend Paco was
tossing pebbles up at the window.

He whispered: “Wanna see the
Daylight?- get down here right now!”

| jumped into some clothes, grabbed
my camera and took the stairs two at
a time.

When | got outside, he whispered,
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“We can just beat the rush hour traffic
to see the southbound Daylight if we
leave right now.”

We got on our bikes and took off
down the street. We rode for a while
and it was getting light when we
passed the first cars of the coming
torrent of morning rush hour traf-
fic. Then the street ducked under the
train tracks. We had arrived at San
Jose station.

This was the terminal for the
Southern Pacific commute line to San
Francisco, and there were trains mov-
ing everywhere. We blended into the
crowd of commuters moving towards
the trains. The crowd was a good
thing, for two youngsters alone would
sometimes get attention from what

| used to call “railroad employees
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Figure 2: Engine 4350 at the head
of train 110 was slowing for the
stop while on the right a diesel
switcher spotted an express car for
unloading. Track 1 was often used
for mail and express in off hours.
The station is in the background.

with a sense of duty” who might
chase us out of the station. We kept
our cameras under our windbreakers
except when clicking off a shot so we
wouldn’t get any unwanted attention.

As the platforms filled up with com-
muters, trains would roll in from the
coach yards, load up and quickly
depart. With the last train of the rush
hour into San Francisco the sections
of the Daylight were about to arrive,

and the two of us were ready.... 7|




Figure 3: The 4-8-2 (Class Mt4)
came to a stop across from the
switchmen’s quarters (yellow
building on the right, and it is
still there in 2010!) The engineer
was inviting us for a cab ride to
the roundhouse. Tough decision
but we opted to stay to take pho-
tos of the Daylight.

e

Figure 4: At the other end of
the platform we heard an en-
gine working and we ran up to
see the action. Engine 1221, an
0-6-0, was moving down on the
back end of train #110 ready to
remove the Daylight chair car.
The man on the ground by the
passenger car has just pulled
the pin on the coupler to be sure |
the knuckle is open.
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The Coast Line was very popular and
was heavily patronized from its incep-
tion. Over the years, well-appointed
trains had been put into service, estab-

lishing the Daylight name. By the 1930s,

passenger loadings fell drastically due
to the Great Depression. To attract new
passengers, Southern Pacific began
operation of a stunning new train to run
on the fastest possible schedule be-
tween Los Angeles and San Francisco.
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In 1937 the all
new stream-
lined Daylight
began opera-
tion as a luxury
coach and
parlor car for-
mation. Many
railroads intro-
duced stream-
liners to attract
riders, but
few were as
innovative as
the Daylight.
Ultramodern
lightweight pas-
senger car sets
were ordered
from Pullman
Standard. The
cars rode on
newly devel-
oped triple
bolster trucks,
had wide sealed

panoramic windows, and were fully air
conditioned. The train was an upgrade
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Figure 5: | was so busy studying the steam switcher that | almost missed this shot of the mail and ex-
press train, #250 arriving. This train is carrying the Oakland connecting car for the Daylight at the back
end. There was also a rider coach for local passengers behind a string of express cars.

Figure 6: Back again at the south end of the platform | got #250 with its diesel next to #110’s 4-8-2.




of earlier fully articulated units on
other railroads and had single stand-
alone cars, two-car pairs and a tri-
ple-articulated food service unit, all
employing standard couplers so the
consist of the train could be changed
at any time. From Lima Locomotive
Works came streamlined GS-2 type
4-8-4 locomotives styled to harmonize
with the new consists.

Seats were reserved on the Daylights.
For most of the train’s early history,

it ran at or close to capacity. In high
demand periods a second section was
sometimes run using whatever equip-
ment was available. Other times last-
minute passengers were out of luck.

SUCCESS BRINGS Figure 7: Yard switcher #1221 picks up train #110’s Daylight chair car on track 3.

NEW EQUIPMENT Figure 8: We had to move fast because the signal bridge near the gasworks lit up like a Christmas tree! It
was the Daylight, train 98, entering the station pulled by an A-B formation of EMD E-7 diesels.

New equipment was added over the
years and the Daylight reached 20
cars during summer demand periods.
More powerful 4-8-4 engines, classed
GS-3 and within a few years, the still
more powerful GS-4 were built. GS-5
engines were identical to the GS-4s
but had roller bearings. During World
War Il GS-6 engines were built, but
the War Production board would not
approve construction of passenger
engines, so the SP ordered the class
with the slightly smaller drivers of the
GS-2s, but tractive effort close to the
GS-4, to handle both freight and pas-
senger traffic. A Noon Daylight train
was added to the schedule, and the
original trains #98-99 with their early
departures were now called “Morning
Daylights”. Unfortunately the Noon
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Daylight did not prove popular and
eventually the railroad shifted the
equipment to an evening departure
named the Starlight. This was a coach
formation that ran overnight along
with famous first class Pullman train,
the Lark. Later on Daylight train 98-99
became known as the Coast Daylight.

As equipment became available, a San
Joaquin Daylight train was added on
the slower line to Los Angeles out of
Oakland via the San Joaquin Valley.

Diesels began to operate on the Coast
Daylight in the early 1950s, and on
January 7, 1955, steam engines were
last used on this train.

PASSENGER DECLINE

IN THE 1950s Figure 10: As the train gradually brakes to a stop, the scarlet and orange diesel engines rolled by us display-
After the record traffic of World War ing huge silver billboard letters proudly proclaiming “SOUTHERN PACIFIC.”

I, ridership began to slack off due to
the increased popularity of automo-
biles and local airline flights.

Figure 9: The Daylight rolls along the platform as railroad personnel keep passengers behind the white line.

To attract passengers, an Oakland sec-
tion of the Coast Daylight was added
on March 7, 1953. This service was
operated by adding Daylight coaches
to local train #250 which ran from
Oakland, south (east by SP terms) on
the Mulford line via the east shore

of San Francisco Bay to San Jose.

The through coach was cut into the
Daylight here, providing direct service
between Oakland and L.A. via the
Coast Line, about two hours faster
than the San Joaquin Daylight from
Oakland via the inland route.
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In a similar operation, the overnight
Lark between San Francisco and Los
Angeles had already been switching
out sleeping cars with the “Oakland
Lark” at San Jose. The Oakland through
car operations made the SP much
more convenient for anyone living in
the densely populated suburbs on the
east shore of San Francisco Bay.

[

Suburbs on the San Francisco
Peninsula, such as Burlingame and
Palo Alto, grew quickly after World
War Il. Adding stops to the Daylight
to serve these communities would
have slowed the train’s schedule, so
in 1955 Daylight coaches were added

to local Commute train #110 out of : ——— et = = = e —
San Francisco each morning. The train

made all stops into San Jose where the | Figure 11: All three trains have arrived in this view from White Street, next to the coach yard.

through cars were cut into the Daylight _ i ] i . .
along with cars from the Oakland Figure 12: The Daylight and its connecting trains were all nicely arrayed before my camera, but | held off

section. This service lasted though for a second and caught the three, with #4460, a GS-6 4-8-4, backing through the station on its way to the
September 22, 1960, after which the roundhouse after a commuter run.
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Coast Daylights began making a stop at
Palo Alto to serve the surrounding sub-
urbs. This saved the railroad the cost of
switching the local cars.

The northbound Coast Daylight (#99)
dropped through cars at San Jose in
the evening, with some continuing
to Oakland on train #255, the others " : » .: —
on a commute local making suburban R : 3

stops into San Francisco. = . -} '_ T : Ei..: e
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In the mid 1950s, The Daylight consist
varied — a shorter train operated in the
winter months, from 13 cars or less

Text continues on page 75
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Figure 13: As soon the Daylight
stops, the doors and passenger
steps clank open and the conduc-
tors, trainmen and car attendants
on the ground move like a mili-
tary drill team because there are
only twelve minutes to take care
of passenger business, shuffle in
the chair cars and get under way.
Passengers are starting to board
the train — the clock has started!

Figure 14: 0-6-0 #1221 with a
chair car waits for the switchman
to throw the points so it can back
down the ladder track. Ten min-
utes left ...
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Figure 15: C-8 Consolidation
#2724 in yard service is waved to
stop behind the observation car
without coupling — something is
wrong. The engineer (getting off
the engine) asks in a gruff voice
what happened. A crewman tells
him that the air hose must have
fallen off and they’d sent a guy to
the roundhouse for another.

| hear several new words as the
engineer tells the crew to pull an
air hose off the back of his ten-
der and use that — no one delays
the Daylight! Soon the engine
inches forward and couples to
the tavern car, parlor car and
parlor/observation car. Seven
minutes left ...

Figure 16: While this was going
on, #1221 had moved onto 4
track, coupled to train #250 and
removed the second Daylight
chair car — this one out of
Oakland. He was now pulling
both chair cars to 5 track to be
coupled to the Daylight. Five
minutes left ...
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Figure 17: Engine #2724 (out of
the photo on the left) is backing
the tavern and two parlor cars
from the Daylight.
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Figure 18: #2724 backs beyond
the signal bridge near the gas-
works across Santa Clara Street.
making room for engine 1221 to
add its two chair cars.
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Figure 19: #1221 with its two
chair cars backs onto 5 track,
clearing the switch. The switch
will be lined for the platform 5
track and the cars will be pushed
into place on the Daylight. Next,
1221 uncouples and reverses,
moving to track 4 where it can
back to the roundhouse.

Figure 20: Now #2724 pushes
the final three cars of the Day-
light into place, coupling gently
behind the chair cars so as not
to spill any of the breakfast cof-
fee. The hoses are hooked up _ g : . . : e G L _e—
with billowing clouds of vapor | =~ -— Y .. _ TN SR el e SRl e
as the steam line is connected. o " _— Pyt AL AR s = e e
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Figure 21: A wave of the lan-
tern signals that the cars are
properly coupled with all hoses
Y _ N — secure. The crewman lifts the
: Y _ uncoupling lever for the last
.' e J 3 . — = time and #2724 backs over to
SOUTHERN PACIFIC :  T—— = i o i | 4 track, then backs up to the
e e ' : — = roundhouse. Twelve minutes
has elapsed, and Daylight is
ready to roll!

Figure 22: There were some
lanterns waved, more clouds
of steam and the Daylight be-
gan to move down the plat-
form looking as sleek as Flash
Gordon’s rocket ship. In the
shade of the canopy we could
make out the faces of passen-
gers getting settled in the chair
cars, having breakfast in the
diner and coffee shop car, then
the train picks up speed - too
fast to see much more than a
blur of brilliant color.
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Figure 23: As it sped from the
station | could make out the red
neon “Daylight” sign on the tail
car receding in the hazy dis-
tance as the streamliner raced
to make its evening appoint-
ment over 400 miles away in
Los Angeles.

Figure 24: As we walked along
the platform towards the pedes-
trian exit, there was the sound ’
of diesel engines coming and a
headlight. | pulled out my cam-
era, focused, composed, shot.
My friend laughed and told me |
got a pig train!

The black diesels in full dress
uniform of black red orange and
silver with silver herald on the
front passed with a trailer train
— | realized he meant it was a
“piggyback” train, maybe one
of the Overnights that ran direct
into San Francisco. The brick
building is a Del Monte canning
plant. What a morning!

-----




Text continues from page 68

to full consists of 20 cars in summer
time. Unfortunately, public timetables
showing equipment do not correspond
exactly with consist books, but gener-
ally there was one car switched from
the commute train and one to the

East Bay train in winter, with articu-
lated pairs of cars switched during the
summer.

With the issuing of new timetables,
the departure and arrival times for
the Daylight often changed slightly.

| chose to represent winter of 1955
because this permitted using a short
consist, (to fit better on a model train
layout) and used both steam and
diesel power and had both the com-
mute train and East Bay cars being
switched. Times shown are based on
the November, 1955 Official Guide to
the Railroads. (The Daylight only had
steam power for one week into 1955
— the last run behind steam was made
on January 7- but steam engines

ran on most of the other trains for
another year or two.)

In 1958 the Southern Pacific began
simplifying the custom color schemes
used on each of their trains, standard-
izing on stainless steel or painted steel
car sides with a scarlet letter board
and pale grey lettering, totally chang-
ing the appearance of the Daylight.
When home-built full length dome
cars became available in the 1960s,
they replaced the tavern car on the
Daylight, operating to the end of
Daylight service. 7|
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Figure 25: This timetable is condensed from the Official Guide to
the Railroads and shows the complete timeline for the Daylight at
San Jose including the rail connections. During some years there
were also bus connections — not shown. The guide is now avail-
able online in discs from several sources.

Figure 26: San Jose station timetable showing the through servic-
es switched throughout the day.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC R.R.
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ODELING THE
DAYLIGHT AT
SAN JOSE, CIRCA 1955

Southbound: train 98, commute train
110, and Oakland Daylight 250

Northbound: train 99, commute 151,
and Oakland Daylight 255.

During the mid 1950s, The pride of
the Southern Pacific Railroad, The
Coast Daylight, ran with three sec-
tions coming together (southbound)
at San Jose. Switching passenger
trains on a tight schedule was usually
as well choreographed as a Hollywood
dance routine.

This makes an ideal operation around
which to build a model railroad. The
scenario can enliven operations of any
model railroad simulating Southern
Pacific’s Coast Line, or it can suggest a
freelance operation on a “home road”
of the modeler’s own creation.

Building my HO model of the Southern
Pacific facilities at San Jose brought
back the memory of my teen years,
being awakened way before sunrise one
chilly morning during Christmas vaca-
tion when visiting family in California,
when | biked to San Jose with my friend
Paco, (the only train enthusiast my age

| knew) who lived nearby. We watched
the commutes and saw the Daylight
shuffled at San Jose. The couple of fuzzy
black and white photos | shot with the
family Brownie camera didn’t survive
the years and I've always wished | had
some good photos of all the trains | saw.
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ger operations at San Jose, but there (4)
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ga:n Jose. IIi%efo.re theliarea was czlled |
”| icon Valley, it was nown a”s the S e T R
Valley of the Hearts Delight” for all ENGINE SERVICING FACILITY

the fruits and vegetables grown in the N/ THE PRESENT DAY ARRANGEMENT OF TRACKS
area. There were two huge Del Monte HAS BEEN CHANGED.
canning plants among the industries :mvT‘E:EﬂLT:?:ﬁ?S;EAﬁFlﬁiﬂu?:::::ﬁws

- : A DETAILED AERIAL VIEW CAN BE SEEN USING
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variety of steam freight power from
0-6-0 switchers to articulated cab
forward engines were used with die-
sels until the late 1950s, before being
replaced completely by diesels.

PROGRAM (FREE) AND FOR DESTINATION
TYPEIN: 55 CAHILL ST. SAN JOSE, CA

Figure 27: 1950s era track diagram of the San Jose station area. It shows the main coach yard for
San Jose commute trains and all the station platform tracks. Track 1 did not have a canopy and could
be used by freight trains if need be. Outside rush hour, mail and express cars could be unloaded and
handled in the mail and express building attached to the station at the south end. Passenger plat-
forms were reached by pedestrian underpass, but photos show commuters running across the tracks.
This line has been called the busiest on the SP system, and also the busiest line west of Chicago,
and this was probably true, for there were through and local freights in addition to very busy commut-
er service between San Jose and San Francisco.

Track 1 was often used for mail and
express cars, making for even more
passenger train switching possibilities.
Before Caltrain built a canopy over
track 1 platform, it could be used as a
freight bypass for there was no height
obstruction. There was a dedicated

freight bypass track on the opposite
side of the coach yard for through
freight traffic.

The prototype station area (figure 27)
is over 3000’ from end to end, but the
model only needs to hold your longest

train. The design shown in figure 28
uses five tracks to provide for freight
and passenger trains. The connection
to track 1 is north of the station, but is

dog-bone with scenery or in tunnels
with industrial trackage above. The
loops represent San Francisco and
Los Angeles. This permits operation

of both freight and passenger service
with very dense traffic. Outbound
trains can be stored on the loop track,
to be “dispatched” back onto the
mainline as inbound traffic when the
operator has time. The dog-bone has

shown here to make a more compact
station layout.

MODEL LAYOUT REPRESENTING OPERATION AT SAN JOSE STATION

CAHILL S5TREET

The arrangement shown could be

PASTENGER STATIOMN BUILDING . BAGGAGE ROOM [MATL AND EXPRESS]

he ~ fitted nicely into a dog-bone type

T iy Froddison b o 195

anc ! .' i
@

layout. | prefer to hide the loops of a

Figure 28: | suggest modeling only the essential trackage to simu-
late San Jose. More tracks and turnouts can be added if you have
more space.
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THE LOWDEST TRAIN YO FLAN TD
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Page 76 « Issue 10 * Nov/Dec 2010




o DIAGRAM SHOWING THE SWITCHING OF
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Figure 29: A folded dog-bone layout emphasizing San Jose pas-
senger operation. The end loops are Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco on the other. Hiding the loops makes the space above them
available for industries or classification yards for freight service.

the advantage that visitors may enjoy
seeing trains run around continuously,
for trying to switch a train can be bor-
ing any visitors who are not train fans.

The passenger oriented track-plan
shown is intended to permit simulat-
ing the through train operation at San
Jose. This could be simplified to fit on
an even smaller home layout by elimi-
nating one or more tracks. Likewise, it
could be expanded to full scale by add-
ing coach yard tracks and engine tracks.

To see the arrangement of San Jose
today, install the Google Earth program
on your computer and type in: Caltrain
Station, San Jose CA. It is possible to
zoom in for very detailed pictures
down to the ties.

The present arrangement of the pro-
totype station is different — old photos
show the mail and express track was
originally set in pavement, and the

platforms had no canopies. By the late
1940s or early 1950s platform canopies
were in place on tracks 2-3 and 4-5 with
a new canopy on track 1 being added by
Caltrain, probably in the 1980s.

Space west of the station, now used
by the light rail system, had coach
yards and a single track for a freight
bypass of the station area, and sid-
ings into Del Monte canning plant 51
which are now eliminated. The old
gasworks is now the HP Arena, and
on the south end, a large power sub-
station and high tension lines were
installed around 1960.

The old coach yard space is now used
for light rail including a ramp up from
the short light rail subway running
eastwards. The canning plant is about
half gone, and the brick shell has
been retained in new condos. There
was a second coach yard just north of

,/f /
7 5. 7 6.

Yard engine B3T3 [(I-0-0) arvives track 5 from

sl
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Figure 30: Switching the Daylight using two yard switchers. There are
not many other possibilities considering the work had to be done in

twelve minutes! Click here for a full size image.

the station across Santa Clara Street
(figure 27).

Other passenger switching at San
Jose included the Coast Mail which
picked up and set out a lot of mail
and express cars. The overnight San
Francisco to Los Angeles Lark had an
Oakland connection similar to the
Daylight in the evening southbound,
and in the morning northbound. A
second section running a little late
could interfere with the Daylight
operation making for interesting situ-
ations. Additionally the Del Monte

train from Pacific Grove picked up a
coach on the way into San Francisco
in the morning running northbound
and dropping one southbound in the
evening (figure 25).

Commute consists arriving south-
bound were cut from their road
engines and moved to storage tracks
by yard engines. Turning and main-
taining commute and local freight
engines happened at the near-

est turntable — a few blocks north

at Lenzen Avenue. There was also

a convenient wye track which SP
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD

CIRCA 1955.58 CAR-SEATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98 - 99 , ,
yards, can greatly increase interest
WINTER COMSIST IS SHOWN , ,
PASSENGER LOADING MUMBERS and action on a model train layout.
TRAIN 98 : o
ol s Today,.the mlghtY Southgrn PaC|_f|.c is
il TRAIN 99 gone, integrated into Union Pacific.
ARTICULATED CHAIR TO SAN FRAMCISCO The commuter line to San Francisco
3 UNIT DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE CHAIR BAGGAGE is run by Caltrain, a statewide oper-
ating authority, and former long
distance SP passenger trains are
now run by Amtrak. In addition
to the variety of light rail and bus
COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DIMNER ARTICULATED CHAIR CHAIR CHAIR connections, within a few years it
FOR OAKLAMND FOR LOCAL STATIOMS .
ARTICULATED SET [TWO CARS IM SUMMER] (TW CARS 1M SUMMER) is expected to see BART (Bay Area
Rapid Transit) entering the San Jose
Station too. None of this could have
1] CARS SAN FRANCISCO DA SRINEL. 12 o1 S ARD been foreseen while | was grow-
TO SAN JOSE CARS PBI/991, 985/995, .
13 CARS SAM JOSE LOS ANGEIES  TAVERM, PARLOR OBSERVATION ing up when there were fewer and
EGIIPPER. Wi RADICLRBLENER TAVERN PARLOR PARLOR OBS fewer passenger trains running each

FIVE ADDITIONAL CHAIR CARS, PLUS THE LOCAL AMD OAKLANMD CARS WERE ADDED IN SUMMER DEMAND SEASOM, TOTALUMNG 20 CARS

Figure 31: The arrangement of cars on the SP Daylight in the mid
1950s - date unknown, but as all three sections are described, it was
probably between about 1955 and 1959.

employees report was used for large
engines or during peak periods.

At the south end of the station area
two tracks ran towards Los Angeles,
with a branch extending to West San
Jose and prior to the 1930s, over
the mountains to Santa Cruz on the
old South Pacific Coast right of way.
This line was cut back to Los Gatos in
the 1950s and is now the truncated
line to Campbell used for light rail.
Commuter trains ran to Los Gatos
from San Jose until the early 1950s,
and from San Francisco, branching
off on the Vasona line at California
Avenue in Palo Alto. 4-6-2 Pacific

steam engines ran around the train at
the end of the branch and ran back-
wards back to San Jose where the
coaches were stored at San Jose over-
night —another possible operation
that could be included on a layout.

MORE ON PROTOTYPE
OPERATIONS

There were many other passenger
trains being shuffled, and some of
these can be simulated on model
train layouts. Even today, Amtrak has
to shuffle some trains. Passenger
operation in conjunction with the
more commonly modeled freight

year, and the end of public transpor-
tation seemed imminent.

Figure 32: Engine 5600, a GP-9 in off hour commute service with
a single gallery type bi-level car at Hillsdale, CA. The first group
of SP passenger geeps such as this one had the older cast GP-7
handrail stanchions instead of the pressed metal ones used on
most GP-9s. | missed this detail and will change my Proto 2000
models of this class - photo courtesy Bob's Photos.
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Figure 33: The Daylight pauses around 1955. A tavern car is shown
with the car attendant of the parlor car on the right, with his Day-
light painted passenger step. The door is swung inwards to open it,
then the trainman or car attendant presses a foot treadle which lifts
the vestibule trap cover (hinged floor section) and rotates the steps
down into position - photo courtesy Bob's Photos.
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Figure 34: An articulated two unit chair car. The square recessed
door next to the passenger entry is a dumbwaiter (also called a
baggage elevator), it permits quick loading of passenger carry-ons
without blocking vestibule steps at stations. The photo can be dat-
ed in the mid fifties — the car is still in Daylight colors but already
has its skirting removed - photo courtesy Bob's Photos.

Figure 35: A mid 1950s view of the Daylight leaving San Luis Obispo,
CA. This view shows the parlor observation car with its red neon tail
sign. Notice the triple bolster trucks. San Luis is close to the mid
point between San Francisco and Los Angeles. In the days of steam,
locomotives were changed here - photo courtesy Bob's Photos.
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Figure 36: The current San Jose sta-
tion. The SP opened it in 1935 after a
massive relocation of railroad tracks
from the middle of 4th Street. SP ar-
chitect John Christie designed the
building in the Italian Renaissance
Revival style. It's similar to the Sac-
ramento station with its large arched
windows. The 40 x 80 main building
is steel framed, and wings are framed
with wood, all clad with variegated
blonde brick laid in English Bond pat-
tern. Its total length including the mail
and express wing on the left is 390
feet - Craig Walker photo.

ictor is a native New Yorker, but
he’s also lived in California and
Arizona over the years. He got his
first trains, a Lionel, at age 3. He been
modeling since he built an oil storage
tank from a coffee can with a paper
wrapper and emblem from a gasoline
company map. He graduated from the
Pratt Institute with BFA and MS de-
grees and taught fine arts in high and
junior high school for 30 years. Victor
is now retired.

Victor has written many articles and
several railroad related books over the
past 35 years. He’s done freelance
projects for Walthers, Atlas and other
model manufacturers.

His article More Realistic Model Win-
dows appeared in MRH issue 4, Oct,
2009.
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@UT I'I]N] A@-IFIC’ EVen if you are not a Southern Pacific fan, many of their

passenger practices parallel those of other railroad compa-

[BiohiyyEIoh Lo e TN
Sreanimed Carss
More than just the Dayllght

——

BYV.S.

sesssessnsenans
Photos by V. S. Roseman
unless otherwise noted

P A RT I —_ A S H ORT H | STO RY roared off, shoving me deep into the seat. The driver stomped

down on the accelerator and then on the brake pedal - I liked to

OF TH E DAYLIG HT TRAI N AN D look out taxi windows at downtown San Francisco, but today I

had all I could do to not be thrown down on the floor.

R E LATE D O P E RATI O N S I saw the traffic light at Market Street turn red for us, but we shot

[JUMPED INTO A TAXI AND TOLD THE DRIVER I WAS across the intersection. The driver zigzagged through traffic, dodg-
going to the train station. I had barely closed the door when he ing trucks and buses. I caught a quick glimpse of the Southern

G.CO « TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Pacific station, looking like a big wedding cake, as the cab screeched
to a stop inches behind another taxi at the station entrance.

Inside the station I checked the track numbers for the Daylight to
Los Angeles. Some movie starlet was taking the Daylight, and she
was posing for news photographers in the train concourse as the
gate attendant checked my ticket and passed me through.

I looked for my car number as I walked down the platform
alongside the shiny scarlet and orange streamliner referred to as
the most beautiful train in the world.

Over the years I've had model passenger cars that were painted in
Daylight colors, but now there are accurate ready-to-run replicas
of the actual Daylight trains available in both HO and N scales.

In 1937, the first Southern Pacific streamlined Daylight trains
began operation on the Coast Line, providing fast dawn to dusk
service between San Francisco and Los Angeles.

With the success of the new Daylight, the railroad started up
more streamliners, eventually assigning the new-type trains

to every important passenger route on their system. These
trains had several interesting operations that can be simu-
lated on model railroads, and I have described a few of them

in this monograph. Due in great part to the publications of the
Southern Pacific Historical and Technical Society I had a veri-
table tidal wave of information, and I recommend membership

MRHMAG.COM

KEY FOR TRAIN CONSIST DIAGRAMS
CARS SHOWN ON THE DIAGRAMS ARE IN ACTUAL POSITION ON TRAIN

WHERE BOTH NORTH AND SOUTHBOUND CONSISTS ARE SHOWN:

TRAIN CONTINUES

TYPE OF CAR ON NEXT LINE

2458 + 2457

R LATED CHAIR CARS
ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2

2468 + 2467

CONSIST #1 —
LOCOMOTIVE

CONSIST #2 —p

MODEL OF THIS CAR IS AVAILABLE CAR NUMBER ASSIGNED OR -] 55 OF CAR

IN HO AND N SCALE DAYLIGHT SETS ~ REGULARLY SEEN ON TRAIN

WHERE THE CONSIST IS REPORTED RATHER
THAN SHOWN IN A DIAGRAM BOOK ONLY
A SINGLE CONSIST IS SHOWN

CAR NUMBER TYPE OF CAR
IF SPECIFIED

\ TRAIN CONTINUES
NUMBERS SHOWN ON NEXT LINE
ARE EXAMPLES — 3300

BAGGAGE-CHAIR PARLOR CAR
LOCOMOTIVE e -

WHERE CAR CLASS IS NOT
CLASS OF CAR SPECIFIED, VARIOUS CLASSES

MAY HAVE BEEN USED

1. Key for train consist diagrams.

in this group (www.sphts.org) that is preserving so much about
trains and railroad operation.

In keeping each installment in this series to a readable size, I
hope I haven't omitted anyone’s favorite SP train, operation, or
type of car. I'm working on additional material all the time, so
what you see here is a work in progress.

What started as a single article has grown to be a multi-part
series. This first article has the background of the Morning

and Noon Daylight trains and the accompanying streamlined
Sunbeam. The next article will document other SP streamliners.

The remaining parts of this series will have suggestions for
modeling the cars needed to make up these trains. As I wrote

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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PART 1 - SP PASSENGER TRAINS | 5

2. The Daylight second section made up of rebuilt heavy-
weight cars with lightweights as available.

this, my brief encounters with trains of the SP years ago came
back to me, and I hope readers will enjoy this piece as much as I
did writing it and building the models.

New streamliners and the Southern Pacific
Daylight (1934-1937)

Until the Interstate highways were built and airline schedules
increased in the 1950s, passenger trains were the fastest, most
reliable long distance transportation and provided service to
every city and large town.

The 1929 stock market crash and subsequent international
financial depression caused massive unemployment, peaking at

MRHMAG.COM

PART 1 - SP PASSENGER TRAINS | 6

25% in 1934. In a positive response, several railroads introduced
lightweight streamlined passenger trains in that year with the
intention of attracting new business.

Conventional locomotives of this time were functional steam
engines with all their piping and mechanisms exposed. The typ-
ical passenger car bristled with rivets, and was usually painted
in a somber dark green color.

By contrast, the streamliners were built of new metals to
reduce weight.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RR.
COMMON STANDARD CAR CLASSIFICATION

CAR LENGTH OVER END SHEETS
(PASSENGER COMPARTMENT) | CAR TYPE CAR GROUP

. 77-CB-1

CAR TYPES

B = BAGGAGE/ BAGGAGE EXPRESS

PR = PARLOR CAR

BP = BAGGAGE POSTAL (RPO)

PRO = PARLOR OBSERVATION

C = CHAIR CAR OR COACH T = TAVERN CAR

CB = BAGGAGE/CHAIR CAR
ACW + ACM =

ARTICULATED CAR (WOMENS RM.)
ARTICULATED CAR (MENS RM.)

D = DINING CAR

AD= ARTICULATED DINING CAR UNIT

3. Southern Pacific RR Common Standard passenger classes.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS



DAYLIGHT STREAMLINER TRAINS #98, 99 INAUGURAL CONSISTS, 1937

TRAIN CONSIST #1 —» 3300 2400 2402 + 2403 2404 + 2405 2406 + 2407 10310 10200
LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE-CHAIR | . CHAIR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP TAVERN DINING CAR
77-CB-1 77-C-1 64-ACW-1+64-ACM-1 64-ACW-14+64-ACM-1 64-ACW-1+64-ACM-1 77-T-1 77-D-10
TRAIN CONSIST #2 —» 3301 2401 2408 + 2409 2410 + 2411 2412 + 2413 10311 10201
3000 2950
PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS. ORIGINAL TRAIN OPERATED WITH 77 FOOT STAND ALONE CARS AND 64 FOOT ARTICULATED CARS.
.= 77-PR-1 77-PRO-1 THE MODERN 85 FOOT STANDARD LENGTH FOR CARS WAS NOT INSTITUTED UNTIL THE LATE 1940S.
3001 2951
DAYLIGHT STREAMLINER TRAINS #98, 99 JANUARY, 1938 CONSISTS
TRAIN CONSIST #1 —» 3300 2402 + 2403 2404 + 2405 2424 10400 2406 + 2407 2400
LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR COFFEE SHOP CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % CHAIR CAR
77-CB-1 64-ACW-14+64-ACM-1 64-ACW-1+64-ACM-1 * “77.¢3 77-D-11 64-ACW-1+64-ACM-1 77-C-1
TRAIN CONSIST #2 —» 3301 2408 + 2409 2410 + 2411 2426 10401 2412 + 2413 2401
10312 10200 3000 2950 THE COFFEE SHOP-TAVERN CARS WERE REBUILT AS FULL TAVERN CARS.

TAVERN CAR DINING CAR PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS. NEW FULL COFFEE SHOP CARS, 10400, 10401 CLASS 77-D-11 ADDED TO CONSIST.
: 77-T-1 77-D-10 77-PR-1 77-PRO-1 CHAIR CARS 2424, 2426 WERE ADDED- TRANSFERRED FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO CHALLENGER.

10313 10201 3001 2951

4. Diagram of the Daylight train, shown in the inaugural con-
sist of 1937 and the consist of January 1938.

Each car of a conventional train rode on a pair of heavy cast
metal trucks (bogies) in which the wheels turned. In some cases,
the new streamliners shared trucks under adjoining cars which
reduced additional weight.

The internal mechanisms of streamliners were hidden beneath
aerodynamic forms, almost as if they were powered by some
magic force. Created by industrial designers and artists, these
new trains were finished with flashy, attention-getting color
schemes or had polished corrugated stainless steel exteriors.

Demonstration runs were staged to drum up publicity, and speed
records all over the country were broken by the streamlined trains.

MRHMAG.COM

TRIPLE UNIT COFFEE SHOP - KITCHEN - DINING CAR REPLACES DINING CAR AND COFFEE SHOP CAR IN 1939

Newspaper stories and radio broadcasts focused the publics atten-
tion on these media events, and there were movies starring the
new streamliners, such as RKO's “Silver Streak” made in 1934. (See:
www.thezephyr.com/monson/silverstreak.htm)

All of this attention paid off, for passenger ridership began to
increase on both streamliners and on conventional trains. In 1934,
the Southern Pacific began planning its own streamliner for the
Coast Line between Los Angeles and San Francisco.

The first streamlined trains had short, fixed consists that could
not be mixed with other passenger equipment. Maintenance

of the engine or any car required taking the whole train out of
service. The inability to add or remove cars also meant that the
railroad would have to turn customers away at peak travel times,
and would have to haul empty cars in periods of light travel.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
« INDEX



PART 1 - SP PASSENGER TRAINS | 9

5. Daylight-type cars in some of the colors they were painted
to match other streamliners: Top row shows the colors of over-
night trains, with a heavyweight dining car. Next down is the
scarlet and orange of the Coast Daylight until 1958. The yellow
cars served on the Overland Route with matching Union Pacific
and Chicago North Western cars, and the bottom row shows
the stainless steel with red passenger cars, with head-end cars
in gray on all SP intercity trains after 1958.

The new Southern Pacific Daylight was a second-generation
streamliner, for it was made up of individual stand-alone cars
and twin-unit articulated chair car pairs, all with standard
couplers at their ends. Each car or pair could be cut in or out
of a consist as required, and could operate with all existing
passenger equipment. Most of the lightweight construction
parameters developed for the Daylight cars are still employed
up through the latest Amtrak passenger equipment.

The streamlined Daylight’s chair cars (coaches) had reclining
seats and wide panoramic windows. The interiors featured the

MRHMAG.COM

PART 1 - SP PASSENGER TRAINS | 10

6. Second section of the Daylight as it ran circa 1940. From left
to right: a pair of lightweight chair cars in dark olive, Daylight-
painted chair car and coffee shop car, and a two-tone gray
heavyweight dining car.

latest high-fashion styling, and the entire train was air condi-
tioned, a very new feature at the time.

While most streamliners used internal combustion engines,
the SP contracted Lima Locomotive Works to build GS-2

class steam engines with a 4-8-4 wheel arrangement. These
were mechanically similar to the SP’s earlier 4-8-4s, but the
new engines had functional sheet metal skyline casings that
deflected smoke away from the cab in tunnels. There was also
decorative side skirting and a nose cone. The engines were fin-
ished in brilliant scarlet and orange to match the new train.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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7. The Daylight was such a radical appearing train in 1937 that
seeing it would be like finding a red and orange Space Shuttle
in front of your house today.

Richard Wright's book, “The Daylight,” recounts that when this
radical-looking train was first assembled for inspection at Los
Angeles, railroad executives and workers seeing the streamliner
for the first time stared at it in shock. An analogy might be if
you found a red, orange and silver space shuttle parked in front
of your house today.

The streamlined Coast Daylight in service,
March 21, 1937

The Daylight's schedule was the fastest ever operated on this
line, and the popular Los Angeles-San Francisco coast route
assured that this train would be well patronized.

The rugged landscape of the California coastline with views of
the Pacific Ocean was another attraction of the train. All seats
were reserved, assuring adequate seating, and the railroad pro-
moted the train with intense advertising. Soon, photos of movie
stars and other celebrities boarding the Daylight began to

MRHMAG.COM

8. Here's an informative 30-minute Southern Pacific marketing
film from the late 1930s promoting the new Daylight passen-
ger train. Do excuse the diesel train sounds, however!

appear in newspapers, magazines and movie theater newsreels,
all glamorizing the new train.

Over a three-month period, the Daylight broke all ridership
records for single section long distance trains. Passengers were
encouraged to walk about the train to visit the dining car, coffee
shop or the tavern to help break up the all-day trip. First class
passengers could also visit the parlor observation lounge fit-
ted with rear-facing sofas to watch mile after mile of changing
scenery at the rear of the train.

Summer months were peak travel periods, along with
Christmas to New Years. To make full use of the new equipment,

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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NORTHWESTERN SHASTA ROUTE \ TO CHICAGO,
PACIFIC RR . 70 PORTLAND \ \ SACRAMENTO ST LOUIS &
SUISUN
ST OVERLAND ROUTE  POINTS EAST
BAY via UNION PACIFIC RR.

STOCKTON
MODESTO

LATHROP ¢

BAKERSFIELD

GOLDEN STATE

PASO ROBLES ROUTE
TO CHICAGO via
ROCK ISLAND RR.

SANTA MARGARITA
SUNSET ROUTE
SAN LUIS OBISPO TO NEW ORLEANS

ROUTE OF THE COAST DAYLIGHT
SANTA PAULA

CALIFORNIA | SANTA DARBARA
COAST LINE

and other principal routes

circa 1940-1960

NOT TO SCALE

9. Map of the Southern Pacific Coast Line, Route of the Day-
light circa 1940-1960.
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some chair cars were “blanked” (cut out of the Daylight consists In 1938 the Santa Fe Railroad initiated competing Los Angeles-
temporarily) in non-peak periods and were used on other trains. San Francisco “Golden Gate” streamliners twice a day. Santa
Fe used fast motor coaches on the new highway between Los
Angeles and Bakersfield, bypassing the slow rail route over the
Tehachapi mountains.

The coffee shop-tavern cars proved inadequate to meet passen-
ger demand, and within a few weeks of the train’s startup new
full coffee shop cars and full tavern cars were ordered, arriving
in January of 1938. This drastically cut the trip time to rival that of the SP Coast
Daylight, and siphoned riders away from the Southern Pacific.
The SP charged $9.47 for a one-way ticket, but a ticket on the
Santa Fe was only $5.15. In response, the SP lowered its ticket
price to $6.00 and the Daylight gained back its clientele.

Second sections of the Daylight frequently had to be run to
accommodate the public. From the train’s earliest days, the rail-
road often posted signs reading: “We regret to announce that all
space on today’s Daylight is occupied.”’

In 1939 the Golden Gate International Exposition opened, (San
10. Diagram of the Daylight winter consists of January 1940 Francisco World’s Fair) increasing the demand for seats on the
and summer consist of July, 1941. Daylight. In 1940 new equipment was delivered for the Daylight,

DAYLIGHT STREAMLINER TRAINS #98, 99 - JANUARY 1940 CONSISTS

CONSIST #1 —» 3302 2442 + 2441 2444 .+ 2443 2439 10252 + 10251 + 10250
T BAGGAGE-CHAIR |, ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR
% 79-CB-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 * 79-C-1 % 70-AD-1 % 57-AD-2 % 70-AD-2
CONSIST #2 —p» 3303 2448 + 2447 2450 + 2449 2440 10255 + 10254 + 10253
2446 + 2445 2424 10314 3002 2952
4 ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 4 TAVERN NEW 79’ CARS FITTED WITH ELECTRIC BAGGAGE ELEVATORS, EXCEPT CHAIR CARS 2424, 2426
66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 77-C-3 79-T-1 79-PR-1 79-PRO-1 MOST OF PREVIOUS CONSIST BECOMES THE NOON DAYLIGHT TRAIN (MARCH 30, 1940)
2452 + 2451 2426 10315 3003 2953

MORNING DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99 - JULY, 1941 CONSISTS

(WITH THE INAUGURATION OF THE NOON DAYLIGHT, THE TRAINS #98, 99 WERE RENAMED “MORNING DAYLIGHT.”)

CONSIST #1 — 3302 2458 + 2457 2460 + 2459 2462 + 2461 10258 + 10257 + 10256
BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR
% 79-CB-1 *  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 *  '66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 *  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD-2 % 70-AD-3
CONSIST #2 —— 3303 2468 + 2467 2470 + 2469 2472 + 2471 10261 + 10260 +10259
2474 + 2473 2485 10314 3002 2954
ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR TAVERN
%  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 * 79-C-2 *  79-T-1 *  79-PR-1 79-PRO-2 BY THIS TIME, ALL OF THE ORIGINAL 77 FOOT CARS HAD BEEN REPLACED WITH THE NEW 79 FOOT CARS.
2476 + 2475 2486 10315 3003 2955

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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MORNING DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99 JANUARY, 1942 (WARTIME CONSIST) ~ COVERNMENT waRTime

CONSIST #1 — 3302 2454 + 2453 2460 + 2459 2462 + 2461 2485 10258 + 10257 +10256
R BAGGAGE-CHAIR | . ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN
% 79-CB-1 64-ACW-2 + 64-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 *  79-c-2 % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD2 -

CONSIST #2 —p 3303 2456 + 2455 2458 + 2457 2470 + 2469 2486 10261 + 10260 +10259

2474 + 2473 2452 + 2451 2448 + 2447 10314 3002 2954
DINING CAR %  ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * TAVERN PARLOR CAR EARIORIOBS My
% 70-AD-3 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 79-T-1 % 79-PR-1 79-PRO-2

2476 + 2475 2450 + 2449 2446 + 2445 10315 3003 2955

TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SEATING THE STRAIGHT PARLOR CAR WAS REPLACED WITH CLASS 77-C-1 CHAIR CARS #2439, 2440.- TAVERN CAR WAS REPLACED WITH CHAIR CAR CLASS 77-C-3 #2424, 2426 IN JUNE, 1942
THE ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 66-ACW-1+66-ACM-1 WERE EXTERNALLY SIMILAR TO THE 66-ACW+66ACM-2 CHAIR CAR PAIRS BUT HAD SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT END TRUCKS

FIRST CONSIST AFTER END OF

MORNING DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99  APRIL, 1946  wannmr covemuminy nesorerons

CONSIST #1 — 3302 2457 + 2458 2477 + 2478 2479 + 2480 10258 + 10257 +10256
LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE-CHAIR | . ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS &  ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 4  ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR
% 79-CB-1 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3
CONSIST #2 —p 3303 *2406 + 2407 2459 + 2460 ** 2451 + 2452 10261 + 10260 +10259
2492 2473 + 2474 2467 + 2468 2489 10314 3002 2954 * %fg:kég‘-&g\z’;:ﬁgﬁﬁT\CM-'
CHAIR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR TAVERN PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS.
-" * 79-C-2 * 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 *  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 * 79-C-2 * 7911 *  79-PR-1 79-pRO-2 ¥ RASGAGE ELEVAICES)
*++ 2439 2475 + 2476 * 2408 + 2409 2487 10315 3003 2955 *+ CLASS 66-ACW-1+66-ACM-1
AFTER FEBRUARY, 1949 TRAIN CONSISTS WERE ADJUSTED FOR SPRING AND FALL OFF-PEAK TRAVEL PERIODS BY BLANKING (ELIMINATING) CARS *xx CAR 2439 IS CLASS 79-C-1

EXTERNALLY SAME AS
79-C-2 (BLI-MTH-KATO)

11. Diagram of the Daylight wartime consist of January, 1942 consist the HO and N scale manufacturers simulate with their
and first postwar consist of April, 1946. models. These new cars were 79 feet long to accommodate elec-

and the original cars were refurbished to institute a new midday tric baggage elevators, an exclusive Southern Pacific innovation.

train, the Noon Daylight. World War |l

With the startup of the new train, the Coast Daylight then
became known as the Morning Daylight. The new equipment
included parlor cars and chair cars plus triple-articulated food
service units including a coffee shop, kitchen and full dining car.

The Daylight ran essentially intact throughout World War

I1, although the tavern and one of the parlor cars were soon
replaced with chair cars to provide urgently needed additional
seating. Many of the SP passenger trains were discontinued for
The new equipment went into service as it arrived until the the duration by government regulation, declared unnecessary
orders were completed in 1941. This makes up the pre-war duplications of service.
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steam ejector air conditioning system to new Waukesha sys-
tems, and elimination of the word “Lines” from the letterboard.
See the section on painting the trains later in this series.

The skirting on the cars was gradually removed to permit easier
access to the underbody appliances. The kitchen cars on the
triple units were revised in 1950. This is included in the HO and
N scale postwar consists.

After the war’s end, great numbers of surplus military trans-
port aircraft were sold to airlines that converted them into
passenger planes.

Previous to this time, San Francisco-Los Angeles airline tickets
had been expensive and difficult to obtain, but soon flights were
available at any hour. The plane trip only took about two hours

12. The westbound Daylight, #98, stops at San Luis Obispo in
the mid-1950s, near the end of steam operation. The parlor
observation car shows off the new lighting array on its roof.
Photo courtesy Bob’s Photos

With military bases all along the West Coast, troop trains and
armed forces specials kept the SP tracks well occupied through
the end of the war in 1945. Government regulations remained in
effect until April, 1946 to permit accommodation of homecom-
ing soldiers and a changeover to peacetime traffic.

The Daylight in postwar years

With the end of government regulation in 1946, the second 13. The Daylight 1946 consist, showing the parlor observation
parlor car and tavern car were reinstated on the Coast Daylight. car and stateroom parlor with baggage elevators following the
Visible changes to the cars included a gradual change from the tavern car, all from the 1940-1 order of cars.

GO - TABLE OF CONTENTS
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14 {top) and 15 (bottom). The Daylight’s triple-unit articulated
food service cars with full coffee shop and full diner bracket-
ing the smaller kitchen car at center.

MRHMAG.COM
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16. Catching up with the Daylight's engine, we see the bag-
gage-newsstand chair car followed by chair cars of the 1941
Daylight, led by a GS-4 steam locomotive.

versus eight hours on the train, taking much of the parlor class
traffic from the Daylight.

Highways between Los Angeles and San Francisco were upgraded
after the war, reducing the trip time for intercity bus lines which
offered lower fares than the railroad. This effect was offset slightly
for the SP was a part owner of Pacific Greyhound bus lines.

More people owned cars than ever before, and increasing
numbers preferred driving to riding the train. In 1949 the Noon
Daylight train was discontinued, and by 1952 the Morning
Daylight became known as the Coast Daylight.

The Southern Pacific responded to the competition by adver-
tising their low fares and family plans with children riding

+ TABLE OF CONTENTS
+ INDEX
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17. The Noon Daylight is shown arriving in San Francisco with
the parlor observation car, parlor with stateroom, and tavern
car in high summer of 1948.

19. GS-4 #4446 rounds the curve off 7th Street in San Fran-
cisco followed by a full baggage car and the chair cars of the
Noon Daylight.

for half price or free -- airlines charged full fare for children.
Railroad advertising pointed out discounts for round-trip tick-
ets, because airlines charged double the one-way fare. Into the
1950s, the Southern Pacific countered the airlines with aggres-
sive promotion of rail travel in all types of advertising.

In 1954 new chair cars in class 83-C-5 replaced some of the
e older chair cars on the Coast Daylight. Despite massive adver-
~ : : : 2o tising by the SP, ridership kept decreasing, and one of its final
18. The Noon Daylight rumbles by, slowing for the terminal, attempts to keep the Coast Daylight competitive increased its
with the triple-unit food service set in the foreground. passenger base.

- TABLE OF CONTENTS
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20. Running with an off-peak consist, the Daylight has a pair of 21. In the middle of the Daylight, a modern diner, class 83-D-1
General Motors E7 diesels today. replaces the triple unit. Following is a “Timberline Tavern” with
rustic interior brought from the Shasta Daylight. Finally, a class
. 83-C-5 chair car, brand new this year (1955).
New markets for the Coast Daylight 1953-1960

The schedule of the San Joaquin Daylight between Oakland, on January 1955, a through Los Angeles car departed San Francisco
the east side of San Francisco Bay, and Los Angeles was hours in a commute train making suburban stops to San Jose, where
longer than the Coast Daylight. In January 1953, a through it was cut into the Coast Daylight. Similar service was provided
Oakland-Los Angeles car was added to the Coast Daylight. westbound in the afternoons.

Operating eastbound on train #250 from Oakland, the car was
switched into the Coast Daylight at San Jose. Westbound train
#255 performed the same operation in the other direction.

These improvements required expensive switching of cars at
San Jose, and lasted till service cuts in May, 1960. See the article
starting on page 62 in Model Railroad Hobbyist for October/

Another untapped market was between Los Angeles and the November 2010 for details. The link to this follows:
developing suburbs around San Francisco. Adding stops would
have increased the Daylight’s running time, so beginning in mrhmag.com/magazine/mrh-2010-NovDec/switching_the daylight

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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22. As Daylight speeds off, at the left of the photo is one of the
83-C-5 chair cars, while on the right are the stateroom parlor
car and parlor observation.

Shrinking passenger ridership, and car-shifting
of the late 1950s

In mid-1955, the pre-war tavern cars (class 79-T-1) were replaced with
newer class 83-T-1 Timberline Tavern cars 10316 and 10317 built in
1949 for the Shasta Daylight. The Timberline Taverns had flush sides,
extra tall windows and were fitted with rustic interiors. The Shasta
Daylight received dome cars in their place. The class 79-T-1 taverns
off the Daylight served for a time on the San Joaquin Daylight, the
Starlight, and on the Lark.

Due to falling ridership, by 1957 the triple food service units were
used only during peak traffic periods. The remainder of the time,

MRHMAG.COM
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23. By 1957 more of the diesels were appearing in the “bloody
nose” color scheme as shown in this prototype photo at an

unspecified location. The fourth car, on the right of the photo, is
one of the 83-C-5 Shasta type chair cars. Courtesy Bob's Photos.

class 83-D-1 smooth-sided dining cars built in 1949 ran on the Coast
Daylight. Twin-unit diner-coffee shop cars 10225-10226 from the City
of San Francisco were sometimes used on the Daylight, as were Budd
stainless steel diners built for the Sunset.

The Daylight's triple car food service units were scrapped in 1963.
Newer triples built for the Shasta Daylight in 1949 were transferred

to the Coast Daylight, operating in peak periods till the summer of
1967. Single-unit coffee shop diners replaced the triple unit cars on the
Shasta Daylight.

In 1962 dome cars 3605 and 3606 began operation on the Coast
Daylight, replacing the Timberline Tavern cars. The parlor cars with

« TABLE OF CONTENTS



TRAIN NAME OFFICALLY CHANGED

rRoM MORNING DAYLIGHT IN 1952 COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99
TYPICAL CONSIST — B 3302 2457 + 2458 2459 + 2460

* ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
66-ACW- + 66-ACM-

BAGGAGE-CHAIR * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
% 79-CB-1 66-ACW- + 66-ACM-

1954 PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD SuMMER/ CHRISTMAS-NEW YEARS HOLIDAY

2461 + 2462 2463 + 2464

* ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
66-ACW- + 66-ACM- 66-ACW- + 66-ACM-

(NEWER CLASS 66-ACW+66-ACM ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS USUALLY ASSIGNED, BUT OLDER 64-ACW+64ACM CARS ARE SEEN IN PHOTOS TOO.)

10258 + 10257 +10256 2477 + 2478 2479 + 2480

KITCHEN DINING CAR %  ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
% 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3 66-ACW- + 66-ACM- * 66-ACW- CM-

10314 3002 2932 BEGINNING IN MARCH, 1953

* TAVERN % PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS. [ THE FINAL 2 CHAIR CAR PAIRS ARE SWITCHED
79-T-1 79-PR-1 79-PRO-1 AT SAN JOSE TO/FROM OAKLAND

CHAIR CARS ARE NOW DRAWN FROM DAYLIGHT CAR POOL. FEATURE CARS GENERALLY CONTINUE IN THEIR ASSIGNED TRAINS. THE TWO DAYLIGHT CONSISTS MAY NO LONGER HAVE IDENTICAL CARS

COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99

TYPICAL CONSIST —p» 3302 2457 + 2458
BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS

sl BT R,

2479 + 2480 10314 3002 2952

ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS TAVERN PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS.
-<' *  66-ACW- + 66-ACM- * 79-11 * " 79-PR-1 79-pRO-1 ¥
AN

1954 OFF-PEAK PERIOD

BEGINNING IN MARCH, 1953
THE FINAL 2 CHAIR CAR PAIRS ARE SWITCHED
AT SAN JOSE TO/FROM OAKLAND

FALL, LATE WINTER AND SPRING

-ACW-

2477 + 2478 10258 + 10257 +10256 2352
% ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR CHAIR CAR
66 + 66-ACM- % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3 83-C-5

NEW CHAIR CAR, CLASS 83-C-5 ASSIGNED TO THE DAYLIGHT, 1954

24. Diagram showing the Daylight consist of 1954 peak peri-
ods and 1954 off peak period.

staterooms were removed from the Coast Daylight permanently in
1964, and were rebuilt as chair cars.

In March of 1965, the domes were discontinued during non-peak sea-
sons until Amtrak took over intercity train operation in 1971.

In the 1960s, feature cars on the Coast Daylight were finally dropped
to cut operating expenses because these cars held no revenue seats.
Dining service was simplified and finally was replaced with an auto-
matic buffet car offering sandwiches and canned hot entrees from
vending machines.

MRHMAG.COM

These cars had one single attendant and were far less expensive

for the railroad to operate than a dining car with its large crew.
Hamburger grill diners sometimes returned to the Coast Daylight in
peak periods.

In a 1968 economy move, SP cut one shift of car cleaners at San
Francisco. This made a third Daylight consist necessary. As there were
only two parlor observation cars available, every third day there was
no first class service on the Daylight. Typical off-peak Daylight con-
sists were now just a baggage car, automat car and a few chair cars.
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The Daylight and Sunset combined - 1968

The Sunset Limited served the San Francisco-Los Angeles-
New Orleans route until it was cut back to New Orleans-Los
Angeles in World War II. In 1950, new Budd stainless steel
lightweight cars were delivered, with additional similar cars
arriving in 1954.

The Walthers Budd 10-6 is the same configuration as the sleep-
ing cars built for the Sunset. Their Budd dining car is similar,
but as of this writing, no corrugated Budd coach models are
close to the Sunset cars.

25. Diagram showing the Daylight consist of 1957-1960 peak
traffic periods and (below) off peak periods.

COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99

NUMBERS SHOWN

ARE EXAMPLES —— 3 3302 2458 + 2457 2460 + 2459
BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
10258 + 10257 +10256 ** 2478 + 2457 2480 + 2479
KITCHEN DINING CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 3 ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
% 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3 66-ACW- + 66-ACM- 6-ACW + 66-ACM-
Z

%% THE TRIPLE UNIT FOOD SERVICE CARS WERE
USED ONLY DURING HEAVY TRAFFIC PERIODS

A BUS CONNECTION.

By the start of the 1960s, the dining car was replaced with

an automat car and the lounge cars and sleeping cars were
removed from the Sunset. Ticket agents were ordered to tell
prospective passengers that the train no longer ran. The railroad
had gone so far as to publish anti-rail advertising to discourage
passenger ridership.

These are just a few examples of the Southern Pacifics incon-
siderate treatment of passengers. Despite all of this, the Sunset
often ran with 13 cars during the summer season. The railroad
sometimes added a hamburger grill to the train during the peak
demand periods.

By the late 1960s, most of the trains serving Los Angeles had
been discontinued, and the extensive Mission Road Shops at

1957-1960 PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD

2462 + 2461 2464 + 2463

ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
66-ACW- + 66-ACM- 66-ACW- + 66-ACM-

COFFEE SHOP
10316 3002 2952

TIMBERLINE TAVERN PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS. _ ’
83-T-1 % 79-PR-1 79-PRO-1

THESE TWO ARTICULATED CHAIR CAR PAIRS WERE CUT IN SOUTHBOUND/ CUT OUT NORTHBOUND. ONE PAIR SERVES LOCAL STOPS TO SAN FRANCISCO SUBURBS,
THE SECOND SERVES OAKLAND. THIS SERVICE DISCONTINUED MAY, 1960. IN ITS PLACE, THE DAYLIGHT MADE A STOP AT PALO ALTO. OAKLAND WAS SERVED WITH

COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98,99 1957-1960 OFF-PEAK PERIOD

NUMBERS SHOWN

ARE EXAMPLES — 3302 2458 + 2457 10203

10316 2352 2353 3002 2952

BAGGAGE-CHAIR Amcuump CHAIR CARS DINING CAR TIMBERLINE TAVERN CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR PARLOR OBS.
[ ocomonve [ SASRAGEAR |+ AR GRRGAS 333 N il R

CLASS 83-D-1 DINING CARS 10203, 10205 FORMERLY IN OVERLAND SERVICE AND STILL PAINTED YELLOW AND GREY ASSIGNED

FEB. 5, 1957, FINALLY BEING PAINTED STANDARD SILVER w/RED STRIPE IN THE' 1960S.

MRHMAG.COM

THESE 'I'WO CHAIR CARS CUT IN OR OUT AT SAN JOSE- ONE CAR SERVES OAKLAND,

ONE SERVING SUBURBAN STOPS. THE SERVICE WAS DISCONTINUED IN MAY, 1960.

IN THEIR PLACE, THE DAYLIGHT MADE A STOP AT PALO ALTO TO SERVE THE SUBURBS.

A BUS CONNECTION BETWEEN SAN JOSE AND OAKLAND REPLACED THAT THROUGH CAR.
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26. The Daylight rushes through Santa Clara station in the win-
ter of 1964. Ahead of the parlor observation are two chair cars,
and just visible is the automat car.

27. Photo shows from right to left: the automat car rebuilt
from a sleeper, 83-C-5 chair car, a rebuilt prewar chair car and
the parlor observation passing the station.

MRHMAG.COM
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L.A. were closed. On May 12, 1968 the Sunset was extended west
of Los Angeles on the schedule of the Daylight to San Francisco,
so the cars could be serviced in the SP’s own shops.

In 1970 Southern Pacific applied for permission from the
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) to reduce Sunset ser-
vice from daily to three days a week. The ICC indicated that the
railroad’s removal of the sleepers and feature cars demonstrated
that the railroad was trying to discourage passenger rider-

ship and refused permission. However, it stipulated that if the
amenities were restored to the Sunset, the ICC would approve
cutting operation to three days a week.

Southern Pacific responded by upgrading the Sunset, adding a
hamburger grill diner, a coffee shop-lounge and sleeping cars.
One of the sleepers continued through to New York via the

28. The tail end of the baggage chair class 79-CB-1 combine,
on right, with a class 83-C-5 chair car in painted imitation
stainless with red letterboard, and a dome car, from across
Santa Clara freight yard in 1964.
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Southern Railway east of New Orleans. With these improve-
ments made, the ICC permitted the SP to cut the Sunset’s
operation to three days a week.

Reported consists at this time period varied so much that it
does not appear possible to diagram the train with a typical
consist. When the combined Daylight-Sunset operated, there
was a very complicated pattern of equipment use which is
described in the chart. This arrangement lasted until the start
of Amtrak in 1971. The days the Sunset was not operating, the

29. A pair of Alco PA-2s in the “Bloody Nose” scheme bring Day-
light train #99 toward San Francisco on this chilly November day 30. Diagram of Daylight consist for peak and off peak periods
in 1964. In the foreground are strings of sugar beet gondolas. 1964 and for 1969.

COAST DAYLIGHT TRAINS #98, 99 JULY, 1964 PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD

TYPICAL CONSIST—» 540, 2482 + 2481 *10264 + 10263 + 10262 2423 + 2422 2408 + 2409
BAGGAGE-CHAIR * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ‘ -
* 79-CB-1 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 % 70-AD-6 % 57-AD-3 % 70-AD-5 66-ACW-3 + 66-ACM-3 64-ACW-1 + 64-ACM-1
3606 2490 % % 2051 % AFTER THE SUMMER OF 1962, THE ORIGINAL PREWAR DAYLIGHT TRIPLE UNIT FOOD SERVICE WAS REPLACED WITH THE UNIT

SHOWN, BUILT 1949 FOR THE SHASTA DAYLIGHT WITH FLUSH SIDES AND EXTRA TALL WINDOWS. (PEAK TRAFFIC PERIODS ONLY)

CHAIR CAR PARLOR OBS. ! ’
- * 79-C-2 77-PRO-1 = %% IN 1963 ALL OF THE PARLOR OBSERVATION CARS EXCEPT #2952, CLASS 77-PRO-1) AND 2954 (CLASS 79-PRO-2) HAD BEEN REBUILT TO DOME
CAR OR ROUND END CHAIR CARS. IN 1964 THE STATEROOM-PARLOR CARS (NOT SHOWN HERE) WERE REBUILT AS CHAIR CARS.

COAST DAYLIGHT/SUNSET TRAINS #98/2, 99/1 1969 PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD  (CONSIST RECORDED FOR JUNE 15, 1969)

STARTING 1968 THE SUNSET WAS EXTENDED WEST OF LOS ANGELES ON THE DAYLIGHT SCHEDULE. THE PARLOR OBS, LAST CHAIR CAR, DOME CAR OPERATED ONLY L.A. - SAN FRANCISCO, REMAINDER OF TRAIN OPERATED AS THE SUNSET

CONSIST FOR JUN.15,1969 - 6780 TBM 2224 2223 2356 10613 2366 (2nd) 10604 (2nd) 2472 + 2471
BAGGAGE CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR AUTOMAT CAR CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR AUTOMAT CAR * AR‘I‘ICULATED CHAIR CARS
e CARS 2223, 2224, 2360, 2366 HAMBURGER GRILL CAR REPLACED BY AUTOMAT CAR EARLY IN 1969- SECOND AUTOMAT CAR CUT BY 1970
3606 2242 2954 % BUILT BY BUDD TBM = TRAIN BAGGAGE MAN- CHECKED BAGGAGE SERVICE RESTORED TO INTERMEDIATE STATIONS IN 1968
= W CAR 2356 IS SHASTA TYPE, % EFFECTIVE 1968 PARLOR CAR ONLY OPERATES TWO DAYS OUT OF THREE
79-C BLT. 1954 FOR DAYLIGHT %% CHAIR CAR #2242 REBUILT FROM PARLOR CAR #3002 IN 1964
COAST DAYLIGHT/ SUNSET TRAINS #98-2 99/1 1969 OFF PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD (CONSIST RECORDED FEB. 8, 1969)
% EFFECTIVE 1968 PARLOR OBS
CONSIST FOR FEBRUARY 8, 1969 —» 6774 TBM 2401 (2nd) 10607 2234 2954 * OPERATES ONLY TWO DAYS

; OUT OF THREE
BAGGAGE CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR AUTOMAT CAR CHAIR CAR PARLOR OBS.
_ 66-B 83-C-3 — dec 2 8S-ABC'1 83:€:3 LOS ANGELES ONLY
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31. The Coast Daylight of 1969 with the parlor observation car,

one of the rare rebuilt chair cars with its old fluted sides, and a
postwar flush-side coach. 32. Ahead of the chair cars on the '69 Daylight is an automat

Daylight ran by itself, with chair cars and an automat car only, buffet car, economy baggage car, and an SDP45 diesel.

plus the parlor observation car two days out of three. 33 (next spread). Chart showing the rotation of Daylight and

An interesting operation on a model railroad emulating some Sunset consists of 1970, based on the original railroad diagram.

of this would be to turn back part of a train at an intermediate 34 (below). Diagrams showing one of the various combined
point on certain days of the week, running the complete train Daylight/Sunset consists of 1970, and the consists of the Day-
through to the end of the line. light of 1970.

COAST DAYLIGHT/ SUNSET TRAINS #98/2, 99/1 OCTOBER, 1970 - MARCH 31, 1971

IN OCTOBER, 1970 THE SUNSET HAD SLEEPING CAR AND LOUNGE (DINING) SERVICES RESTORED AND BEGAN OPERATING SAN FRANCISCO - NEW ORLEANS THREE DAYS A WEEK ON THE DAYLIGHT SCHEDULE.

(CONSIST AS REPORTED ON OCT. 2, 1970) B 6774 3102 9016 10409 2224 2236 10615 2229

LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE BAGGAGE DORM SLEEPING CAR || COFFEE SHOP LOUNGE CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR AUTOMAT CAR CHAIR CAR
66-B 83-BD-2 83-DL-2 83-C-4 83-C-3 83-ABC-1 83-C-3

2378 2355

CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR
83-C-4 83-C-5

DIAGRAM SHOWS TRAIN #2, EASTBOUND ON OCTOBER 2, 1970. ADDITIONAL CARS ARE SHOWN IN LATER SUNSET CONSISTS WHICH OPERATED TILL APRIL 1, 1971, THE STARTUP OF AMTRAK.
THE DAYLIGHT RAN ON DAYS THE SUNSET DID NOT OPERATE, PROVIDING DAILY SERVICE BETWEEN SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES. (SEE DIAGRAM BELOW)
BY THIS TIME, THE MAJORITY OF EQUIPMENT WAS POSTWAR AND THE CARS SHOWN IN THIS CONSIST ARE ALL EITHER BUDD BUILT OR PULLMAN-STANDARD BUILT SHASTA CHAIR CARS.

COAST DAYLIGHT #98, 99 OCTOBER, 1970 - MARCH 31, 1971

WHEN THE SUNSET TRAIN WAS CHANGED TO THREE DAY A WEEK OPERATION ON THE DAYLIGHT SCHEDULE, THE COAST DAYLIGHT RAN ON THE REMAINING DAYS WITH TWO TRAIN CONSISTS

HRIRTGAR PRRIGRIGES PARLOR OBSERVATION CARS 2951, CLASS 77-PRO-1 AND 2954 CLASS 79-PRO-1
m BAGGAGE AUTOMAT CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS WERE THE ONLY TWO THAT HAD NOT BEEN REBUILT INTO COACHES IN 1963.
66-B-2 — — OCTOBER, 1970 PHOTOS OF THE TRAIN SHOW FLAT SIDE STAINLESS CHAIR CARS
WHICH ARE EITHER 77-C- OR 79-C - ANGLE OF THE PHOTO PREVENTS BETTER I.D.
THIS DIAGRAM IS BASED ON PHOTOS OF THE COAST DAYLIGHT IN OCTOBER, 1970. BAGGAGE CARISCLASS 6682

.CO « TABLE OF CONTENTS
MRHMAG.COM . INDEX



1970 DAYLIGHT/SUNSET CONSIST ROTATION CHART

TWO CONSISTS WERE NEEDED
FOR DAYLIGHT TRAINS 98, 99

DAYLIGHT CONSIST 1

DAYLIGHT CONSIST 2

THREE CONSISTS WERE NEEDED
FOR SUNSET TRAINS 98/2, 99/1

SUNSET CONSIST 1
SUNSET CONSIST 2

SUNSET CONSIST 3

THE TRAINS WERE ALL SERVICED AT
SAN FRANCISCO.

SUNSET TRAINS RAN THREE DAYS
A WEEK THROUGH LOS ANGELES
TO EL PASO AND NEW ORLEANS.
(WITH THROUGH SLEEPING CAR
TO NEW YORK VIA SOUTHERN RY.)

THE DAYS THE SUNSET DID NOT
OPERATE, THE DAYLIGHT TRAINS
PROVIDED SERVICE BETWEEN

SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES.

MRHMAG.COM

SAN FRANCISCO )

ALL TRAINS
SERVICED AND TURNED

DAYLIGHT TRAINS
TURNED

SUNDAY i v SUNSET CONSIST 1

SERVICING

SUNSET CONSIST 3

DAYLIGHT CONSIST 2

MONDAY 1
1

() DAYLIGHT CONSIST 1 ()

W SUNSET CONSIST 3

TU ESDAY SERVICING

() DAYLIGHT CONSIST 1 i )

WEDNESDAY

SERVICING SUNSET CONSIST 2

DAYLIGHT CONSIST 2 ¢ l_

THURSDAY

DAYLIGHT CONSIST 1 )

SUNSET CONSIST 2

FRIDAY

SERVICING

SUNSET CONSIST 1

SATURDAY

SERVICING

TO NEW ORLEANS ——p

EASTBOUND SUNSET
TO NEW ORLEANS

WESTBOUND SUNSET
FROM NEW ORLEANS

EASTBOUND SUNSET
TO NEW ORLEANS

EASTBOUND SUNSET
FROM NEW ORLEANS

EASTBOUND SUNSET
TO NEW ORLEANS

WESTBOUND SUNSET
FROM NEW ORLEANS
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FRI. THU. WED. TUE. MON. SUN.

SAT.

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS SHOWN IN THE
DAYLIGHT/SUNSET CONSIST ROTATION CHART

-On Sundays the first Sunset consist departed San Francisco Eastbound
towards New Orleans as train 98/2

-The third Sunset consist arrived San Francisco as train 99/1
-Meanwhile, the first Daylight consist was cleaned and turned.

-Monday, the second Daylight consist arrived San Francisco as train 99

-The first Daylight consist, train 98 departed San Francisco and was
turned overnight at Los Angeles.

-Meanwhile, the second Daylight consist was cleaned and turned.

-Tuesday the third Sunset consist departed San Francisco as train 98/2
-First Daylight consist arrived as train 99
-Meanwhile the second Daylight consist was cleaned and turned.

Wednesday the second Daylight consist departs San Francisco as train 98
-The second Sunset consist arrives as train 99/1.
-The first Daylight consist was cleaned and turned.

-Thursday the second Daylight consist arrives San Francisco as train 99.
-The first'DuyIight consist departs San Francisco as train 98.
-The second Sunset consist |s cleaned and is turned.

-Friday the second Sunset consist departs San Francisco as train 98-2
-First Sunset consist arrives San Francisco as train 99-1
-Second Daylight consist was cleaned and turned.

-Saturday the second Daylight consist departs San Francisco as train 98
-First Daylilght consist arrives San Francisco as train 99.
-First Sunset consist is cleaned and turned for Sunday departure.

35. Explanation of the rotation chart for Daylight and Sunset,
1970 on previous spread.

MRHMAG.COM

The Coast Line today

It is possible to enjoy riding the route of the Daylight today.
Amtrak’s Coast Starlight train runs between Los Angeles and
Seattle via San Jose, Oakland, and Portland daily. Passengers for
San Francisco change to a motor coach at Oakland. Caltrain has
frequent local train service between San Jose and San Francisco.

For a system map of Caltrain and more information, please click
on the link: www.caltrain.com/stations/systemmap.html

The Noon Daylight

From its inception in 1937, the frequent demand for more seat-
ing on the Coast Daylight required a better solution than run-
ning additional sections.

Beginning in 1940, the train was relieved with a Noon
Daylight, #96 and #97 between San Francisco and Los Angeles,
departing at midday with evening arrivals. Most of the train’s
cars were from the original 1937 Daylight consist, making up a
train with all the features of the morning schedule. A business
traveler could put in a half day’s work before the noon depar-
ture, and the Noon Daylight occasionally required second sec-
tions to be run.

The train was discontinued in 1942 because of World War

IT government restrictions on duplicate services. The Noon
Daylight was reinstated in 1946 when restrictions were lifted.
The train gradually lost ridership after World War II due to com-
petition from the airlines and improved highways. In 1949 the
Noon Daylight was discontinued permanently.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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NOON DAYLIGHT TRAINS #96, 97 JULY, 1941

THE NOON DAYLIGHT BEGAN SERVICE ON MARCH 30, 1940 WITH CARS FROM THE CONSIST OF THE MORNING DAYLIGHT. (SEE THE JANUARY 1940 CONSIST OF TRAIN #98, 99)

CONSIST #1 —» 3300 2442 + 2441 2444 + 2443 2446 + 2445 10252 + 10251 + 10250
YT BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR
77-CB-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3
CONSIST #2 —p 3301 2448 + 2447 2450 + 2449 2452 + 2451 10255 + 10254 + 10253
2464 + 2463 2439 10312 3000 2954 THE ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 66-ACW-1+66-ACM-1 WERE EXTERNALLY IDENTICAL
PEEDIE S DA & CHAIR CAR PARLOR OBS. TO THE 66-ACW-2+66-ACM-2 BUT HAD SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT END TRUCKS
*  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 79-C-1 77-T-1 77-PR-1 79-PRO-2 THE NOON DAYLIGHT TRAIN RELIEVED THE MORNING DAYLIGHT TRAIN AND
2472 + 2471 2440 10313 3001 2955 REDUCED OR ELIMINATED THE NEED FOR SECOND SECTIONS .
THERIOGHDAIGHEWAR NOON DAYLIGHT TRAINS #96, 97 JUNE, 1946
JANUARY, 1942 THROUGH CONSIST #1 — * 6083 2444 + 2443 2464 + 2463 10252 + 10251 + 10250
APRIL, 1946 DUE TO
4 BAGGAGE-EXPRESS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR
CONSIST #2 —p 6085 2450 + 2449 2472 + 2471 10255 + 10254 + 10253
*% 2489 2448 + 2447 10312 2439 2950 * p— - S BAGOROER . o
AR CAR ARTIC T ART TRV AR 4 CHAIR cAR SRRIORIGHS! BAGGAGE-EXPRESS 6083-4 REPLACES BAGGAGE CHAIR 77-CB-1 IN JULY, 1946
79-C-2 *  66-ACW-1 + 66-ACM-1 77-T-1 79-C-1 77-PRO-1 %% CARS 2489, 2490 BUILT WITHOUT BAGGAGE ELEVATORS, OTHERWISE SIMILAR TO CLASS 79-C-1
2490 2442 + 2441 10313 2440 2951

NOON DAYLIGHT DISCONTINUED OCTOBER, 1949 NOON DAYLIGHT TRAINS #96, 97 JUNE, 1948-OCTOBER, 1949

CONSIST #1 —— * 6083 2444 + 2443 2472 + 2471 10252 + 10251 + 10250 (SEE NOTE) %2422 + 2423
LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE-EXPRESS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
77-CB-1 * T 66-ACW + 66-ACM * 66-ACW + 66-ACM % 70-AD-4 % 57-AD2 % 70-AD-3
CONSIST #2 —p 6085 2464 + 2463 2450 + 2449 10255 + 10254 + 10253 * 2460 + 2459
10312 2460 + 2459 * % 3000 2950
TAVERN CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS PARLOR CAR PARLOR OBS. * CARS 2422+2423, ARE CLASS 64-ACW-3+64-ACM-3, CARS 2459+2460 ARE CLASS 66-ACM-2+66-ACW-2
) 77-T-1 % % SINGLE CAR #3000 OPERATES ON NOON DAYLIGHT EVERY OTHER DAY, ALTERNATING ON COAST DAYLIGHT
10313 2446 + 2445 2951 __ . -

— -~ oo = ol hae et

36 (above). Noon Daylight diagram, July, 1941, First post-war
Noon Daylight consist of June, 1946, and final Noon Daylight
consist, of October, 1949.

37 (right). Chair car #2433, Class 77-C-3 was part of a group
built and painted green for assignment to Californian and San
Francisco Challenger trains. This car was later painted two-
tone gray for the Cascade. Photo courtesy Bob's Photos
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The streamlined
. _ Sunbeam and the

eI 00150200 Hustler

e Amarillo OKLAHOMA The Texas and New Orleans
ARKANSAS subsidiary of the Southern

NEW MEXICO Pacific had a popular heavy-

Wi ?‘.t Foll weight afternoon train
TO iehifa Talls serving Dallas and Houston.
————————
LOS ANGELES () Shrevepori‘ In 1936, the Chicago,

/ Burlington and Quincy

EL PASO A LOUISIANA began operation of a new
fast Dallas-Houston stream-

T liner, the Sam Houston
NEW ORLEANS | Zephyr, followed by Rock
Island’s introduction of
their Texas Rocket in 1937.
Both beat the running time

SCALE OF MILES

of the Southern Pacifics
, : heavyweight train.
SOUTHERN PACIFICRR. | The Southern Pacific was
=ATLANTIC LINES= g ’_ a serious competitor, and
TEXAS & NEW ORLEANS RR. == had already decided to run
Showing routes of -~ its own streamliner on the
THE STREAMLINED SUNBEAM and THE HUSTLER ‘ DallaS-HOU.StOl’l hne. "[he
grey lines indicate other important T&NO passenger routes ‘/ i N cars were built in the same

groups as those of the Coast
Daylight, and on September,
38. Southern Pacific “Atlantic Lines” map showing T&NO sub- 19, 1937 the new streamlined Sunbeam trains, #13 and #14, were
sidiary lines in the 1950s. launched running the fastest schedule between Houston and
Dallas, beating the times of competing Rock Island and Burlington.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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s The streamlined Sunbeam was

39. Alco PAs with triple digit numbers of the Texas and New
Orleans RR move out with the streamlined Sunbeam. The die-
sels are followed by a Daylight-painted Railway Post Office car.

MRHMAG.COM

painted in the Daylight colors
with the “Sunbeam” name

on the car plaques. Three P-6
class Harriman Heavy Pacific
type 4-6-2 steam engines were
rebuilt and restyled for this ser-
vice with new Boxpok drivers
and sheet metal streamlining
patterned after the Daylight
4-8-4 streamlined engines.

Each consist had a lightweight
baggage express car, a stand-
alone chair car, two articulated
chair car pairs, a parlor car
(similar to the Daylight’s but

| without a stateroom) and a

diner-lounge-observation car.

The Hustler (train #15, 16)

was the heavyweight train on
a morning schedule between
Dallas and Houston. Beginning

- » - % June 5, 1938, the Hustler began
an interesting tandem operating pattern with the Sunbeam.

Each morning, the Sunbeam cars without the parlor car departed
from both Dallas and Houston running as the Hustler. On arrival at
their respective terminals the trains were cleaned, the parlor cars
were cut in and the two consists departed in the afternoon operat-
ing as the Sunbeam.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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40. The Sunbeam'’s baggage-express car is followed by chair
cars identical to the ones on the Daylight.

This operation upgraded the Hustler to a streamliner and freed up
the heavyweight equipment, resulting in a far more efficient use of
the expensive new lightweight cars.

On your model railroad, the morning local trains could pick up a
parlor car or drop express cars to run afternoon services.

By 1950, passenger loadings on the T&NO trains fell off drasti-
cally as new highways were completed. Travel by new airlines
quickly drained off the first class passengers, resulting in the
SP discontinuing most of their Texas services but leaving the
Sunbeam and Hustler.

The cars were refinished in stainless steel with red letterboards
in 1951. The Hustler ran until 1954, while the Sunbeam remained
until 1955, after which its cars were sent to Pacific lines of the SP.

MRHMAG.COM

41. The chair cars are followed by the full parlor car (without
stateroom) and the observation-lounge car of the Sunbeam.

Train consist diagrams

The trains in these diagrams can be modeled with ready-to-run
and kit form plastic models, plus either some brass cars or stand-
ins. The diagrams show the changes that took place on Southern
Pacific streamliners over the years.

The books, “Night Trains of the Southern Pacific Coast Route Vol.
1" and “Day Trains of the Southern Pacific Coast Route, Vol. 2" by
Dennis Ryan and Joseph Shine have detailed descriptions of car
assignments and photos through the history of these cars.

In the book “The Daylight, Volume 1” by Richard K. Wright, it is
indicated that the railroad’s consist sheets only specified car num-
bers in 1946, 1947 and 1948.

Before this time, the cars may have been locked into their assign-
ments due to a lack of extra lightweight equipment. Orders of new

« TABLE OF CONTENTS



T&NO THE SUNBEAM (#13, 14) INAUGURAL CONSISTS, SEPTEMBER, 1937
(CARS ARE NUMBERED IN TEXAS & NEW ORLEANS RR. SUBSIDIARY NUMBERING SYSTEM)
CONSIST #1 —p— 650 450 500 + 501 502 + 503 700 950
77B'| 77-C-2 64-ACW-1 + 64-ACM-1 64-ACW-1 + 64-ACM-1 77-PR-2 77DLI
CONSIST #2 —3 651 504 + 505

JUNE 5, 1938 - THE TWO SUNBEAM CONSISTS BEGAN OPERATING A SECOND TRIP DAILY WITH THE PARLOR CAR CUT OUT AS THE HUSTLER.(#15, 16)
JUNE, 1939- ARTICULATED CAR SETS 504+505, 506+507 WERE TRADED WITH SP PACIFIC LINES IN EXHANGE FOR TWO STAND ALONE CHAIR CARS, 452, 453

T&NO THE SUNBEAM (#13, 14) / THE HUSTLER (#15, 16) 1940 - 1955
(CARS ARE NUMBERED IN TEXAS & NEW ORLEANS RR. SUBSIDIARY NUMBERING SYSTEM)
CONSIST #1 —p 141 450 500 + 501 700
R BAGGAGE-RPO | BAGGAGE-EXP. CHAIR CAR CHAIR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS PARLOR CAR DINER- LOUNGE
69-BP-30-3 77-B-1 % 77-C-1 % 77-c2 64-ACW-1 + 64-ACM-1 77-PR-2 77-DL-1

CONSIST #2 — 651 502 + 503
APRIL, 1942- SP CHAIR CAR 2427 (1st) CLASS 77-C-3 WAS RECEIVED AND RENUMBERED TO 454 AND WAS USED AS NEEDED.
NOVEMBER, 1946- CARS 450, 451 HAD PARTITIONS AND ADDITIONAL BATHROOM INSTALLED TO CONFORM TO SEGREGATED SEATING LAWS. THE HUSTLER WAS DISCONTINUED IN 1954,

NOVEMBER, 1954- SP CHAIR CAR 2429, CLASS 77-C-3 WAS RECEIVED AND WAS RENUMBERED TO 455 FOR SUNBEAM SERVICE. THE SUNBEAM WAS DISCONTINUED.IN. 1955

42. Diagram of the Daylight wartime consist of January, 1942 .
and first postwar consist of April, 1946. . Click here for
.Z4 reader comments

cars began arriving in 1949 which made it likely that lightweight
protect cars were available to fill in when regular assigned equip- Tettrteeceeseee s s s s

ment was sent for maintenance or repair work. VI CTO R RO S E M A N

Victor got his first train, a Lionel, at age 3.
Victor graduated from the Pratt Institute
with BFA and MS degrees and taught fine
arts in high and junior high school for 30
years and is now retired.

Chair cars were placed into equipment pools operating out of San
Francisco and Oakland. The diagrams in the postwar period shown
here indicate a single set of car numbers as reported by observ-

ers. These serve to indicate the type of car usually on the train.

For researchers, railroad accident reports are considered the most

accurate source of car number information as insurance company
payments and records are involved. Victor has written many articles and several railroad related

books over the past 35 years. He's also done many freelance
projects for Walthers, Atlas and other model manufacturers. ®

In part 2 next month, I delve into the details about other SP
streamliner trains. See you in February!

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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1. The 1946 San Joaquin Daylight with (left to right), a full bag-
gage car, baggage/RPO car, and 4-8-2 Mountain locomotive
with skyline casing.

Click here for

PART 2: NEW
reader comments

STREAMLINERS
ADDED, AND THEIR OPERATIONS

SHORTLY AFTER THE DELIVERY AND INSPECTION
of the first Daylight cars on the Southern Pacific, additional
chair cars were ordered for the San Francisco Challenger on the
Overland route to Chicago, and for the Californian on the SP-Rock

MRHMAG.COM

Island Golden State route
between Los Angeles and
Chicago. These cars arrived
painted dark olive green with
gold lettering, to match the
heavyweight trains on which
they would serve. Most
would eventually be painted
in the red and orange

- Daylight colors.

The new cars were imme-
diately put into service in
temporary assignments
until their assigned trains
were organized. The great
success of the Coast

©248 Daylight had already encour-
aged the SP to begin plan-
ning new streamliners.

THE SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT

Just across the bay from San Francisco is the city of Oakland,
where the SP had a major terminal serving lines north

and east, as well as the line to Los Angeles through the San
Joaquin Valley. The valley line ran through Modesto, Merced,
Fresno, and Bakersfield.

At the south end of the valley, the track traversed the Tehachapi
Mountains to reach Los Angeles. On July 4, 1941, passenger
service was upgraded when the new streamlined San Joaquin
Daylight began operation as SP trains #51 and #52, with a con-
sist generally similar to the Morning Daylight's.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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2. (Above) The San Joaquin continues with chair car, tavern,
single chair car, and a baggage-chair car.

3. (Below) At the end of the San Joaquin are (left to right) the
door of the last chair car, lightweight coffee shop car, heavy-
weight diner, and articulated chair car pair.

MRHMAG.COM

PART 2 - SP PasseNGER TRrAINS | 4

While the coast line was considered to be the more scenic way
to travel, the valley route featured a variety of desert panoramas
with rich farmland vistas and the rugged views as the right of
way twisted through the Tehachapi Mountains.

During the period of government regulation in the Second
World War from January 1942 to April 1946 the Noon Daylight
was discontinued. That train’s triple unit food service cars
(10250+10251+10252 and 10253+10254+10255) were reassigned
to the San Joaquin Daylight. This released two single-unit

4. (Below) With no lounge car model available resembling
2920, | have used a Rivarossi 1920 series 12-1 sleeping car
with round roof from MDC/Athearn cars in Daylight colors as
a stand in, but this is stretching things. A Bachmann Spectrum
sleeping car with its single end would be closer. Prototype car
2920 would have run from 1947 through early 1950s but does
not show up in all consist listings.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS

ooooooooooooooooooo



PART 2 - SP PAsSENGER TRAINS | 5

I GREY TYPE INDICATES SECONDARY TRAINS
w |
SHASTA DAYLIGHT 1
CASCADE . NEVADA
i 0 i NEVA

g}

T0
PORTLAND

T0
CHICAGO via
UNION PACIFIC

Sacramento : /
CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
SAN FRANCISCO OVERLAND

CHALLENGER

Oakland y Stockton
SAN
FRANCISCO |
) Lathrop Al
San Jose €
Fresno
PACIFIC -
OCEAN COAST DAYLIGHT SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT
UL Rl SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT
STARLIGHT o
LARK
LA/SF PASSENGER WEST COAST
e Bakersfield
San Luis Obispo W
GOLDEN STATE
SUNSET LIMITED
SOUTHERN e

IV AL
CALIFORNIAN

X\

TO EL PASO
AND
NEW ORLEANS

PACIFIC R.R. Santa Barbara
'STREAMLINERS AND
TRAINS USING
STREAMLINED
EQUIPMENT

LOS ANGELES

5. Streamliner service on SP lines in California.
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lightweight dining cars (10200, 10201) for relief service on other
trains as required.

Baggage-express cars 6091and 6092 in class 70-B-8 were mod-
ernized in 1941 with skirts and tapered roofs to harmonize with
the San Joaquin's streamlined equipment.

A pair of Railway Post Office cars, 5069 and 5070 in class 70-BP-
30-3, were also modernized with tapered roof and skirts and
were assigned to the train. These cars were painted in Daylight
colors. SP 5124, a non-modernized car in class 70-BP-30-2, was a
protection RPO for the San Joaquin and was painted to match.

Photos taken at various times show other baggage and RPO
cars on the train. In 1950 (and 1954) a total of three 80-foot
horse cars were rebuilt into RPO cars for the San Joaquin in
class 80-BP-60-1. All were painted in Daylight colors and similar
77-BP-60 cars rebuilt from old dining cars were seen on the San
Joaquin Daylight.

In 1946, when wartime government restrictions were lifted, the
Noon Daylight was reinstated and the triple-unit cars reverted
to that train until it was discontinued in 1949.

The San Joaquin Daylight’s cars included several that were
released if a car on the Coast Daylight, City of San Francisco

or some other trains needed a replacement car. It appears that
the San Joaquin Daylight was at the bottom of the assignment
priorities, for the train’s lightweight cars were in protect service
of various other streamliners. Heavyweight replacement cars
were often called for service on the San Joaquin. These older
cars were modernized with air conditioning and their interi-
ors had been upgraded so they were virtually indistinguishable
internally from the new lightweight cars. And on their heavy six

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT TRAIN #51, 52 JULY, 1941 INAUGURAL CONSIST
INCLUDES TRAINS #51/53, 52, 54 LOS ANGELES TO SACRAMENTO

CONSIST #1 —— 5069 6091 2492 2478 + 2477 10200 2480 + 2479 2487 2950
RPO BAGGAGE | BAGGAGE EXP. I . CHAIR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS DINING CAR % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR PARLOR OBS.
70-BP-30-3 70-B-8 79-C-2 ¥  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 77-D-10 66-ACW-2 + 66 ACM-2 * 79-c2 77-PRO-1

CONSIST #1 —J 5070 6092 2493 2482 + 2481 10201 2484 + 2483 2488 2951

THIS DIAGRAM IS BASED ON W. GORDON ANDERSON’S ARTICLE IN MAINLINE MODELER MAGAZINE, MAY, 1988 AND REPRODUCED IN “MY ESPEE MODELERS ARCHIVE” ( http://espee.railfan.net/san-joaquin.html )

SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT #51, 52 CONSIST CHANGES LATE JULY-AUGUST, 1941

CONSIST #1 —— 5069 6091 6029 2492 2404 + 2405 2487 10310 10200
RPO BAGGAGE § BAGGAGE EXP. BAGGAGE EXP. § 4 CHAIR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % CHAIR CAR COUNTER/TAVERN DINING c AR
70-BP-30-3 70-B-8 79-C-2 64 -ACM: 79-C-2 77 'r l 77-D-1
CONSIST #1 —J 5070 6092 2493 2406 + 2407 2488 ]020]

THE BOOK “SP PASSNGER TRAINS VOL. 2 - DAY TRAINS OF THE COAST LINE BY DENNIS RYAN AND JOSEPH SHINE
2478 + 2477 2482 + 2481 2950 SHOWS THIS FORMATION WITH NOTATIONS THAT CHANGES WERE MADE TO THE CONSIST WITHIN WEEKS OF START UP.

ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS PARLOR OBS.
<— %  £6-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 *  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 77-PRO-1 LUNCH COUNTER/TAVERN CAR 10310 WAS ADDED ON JULY, 12 FOLLOWED BY 10311 ON AUGUST 4. THEIR LIST ALSO

INDICATES 14 CARS LOS ANGELES- FRESNO AND 12 CARS FRESNO-OAKLAND. THEIR LIST APPEARS TO BE THE UPDATED
2479 + 2480 2484 + 2483 2951 CONSIST RATHER THAN THE INAUGURAL OF JULY 12.

SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT TRAIN #51, 52 JANUARY 1942-APRIL 1946 (WARTIME CONSIST)

CONSIST #1 —— 6085 6091 5069 3300 2404 + 2405 2444 + 2443 2478 + 2477
BAGGAGE EXP. | BAGGAGE EXP. RPO BAGGAGE [ BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
70- 70-B-8 70-BP-30-3 77-CB-1 64-ACW-1 + 64-ACM-1 *  66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2
CONSIST #1 = 6092 5070 3301 2406 + 2407 2442 + 2441 2480 + 2479
2492 10252 + 10251+ 10250 2464 + 2463 2482 + 2481 2458 + 2457 * 2952
CHAIR CAR COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN DINING CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS PARLOR OBS. 4
*  79-c-2 70-AD-2 57-AD-1 70-AD-1 * 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 79-PRO-1
2493 10255 + 10254 +10253 2472 + 2471 2484 + 2483 2466 + 2465 * 2953

RPO BAGGAGE CAR ROUTED TO FRESNO ENROUTE TO SACRAMENTO IN 1941, JANUARY 5, 1942 RE-ROUTED TO OAKLAND.
FIRST BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CAR RUNS TO SACRAMENTO TILL TILL JULY, 1943, THEN BOTH BAGGAGE CARS REPLACED BY
ARTICULATED CHAIR CAR PAIR.

* PARLOR OBSERVATION IS REPLACED WITH CHAIR CAR (2487, 2488) IN JUNE, 1942 - PARLOR OBSERVATION RETURNS JULY, 1943

TRIPLE UNIT FROM THE NOON DAYLIGHT WHEN THAT
TRAIN WAS DISCONTINUED

6. Diagram of the San Joaquin Daylight in 1941 and 1946. parlor seating until October of 1947, when first class parlor seat-
ing was discontinued on the train. In 1955 this car was assigned

wheel trucks, the ride of these older cars was described to me to the Starlight, and in 1956, lounge car 3232 (class 75-CS-2)

as “like a Cadillac” lounge was assigned to the train. Photos show various other

In February of 1947 a collision with a gasoline truck at Kingsburg lounge cars, mostly in the same classes, in San Joaquin service

CA destroyed some of the San Joaquin Daylight’s cars. After this during these time periods.

time, the two consists for the train were no longer identical. Heavyweight dining cars including 10144, 10148, 10156 were

The lightweight tavern car was wrecked and was replaced by often spotted on the train, as were lightweight coffee shop cars
heavyweight lounge car 2920. The lounge seats were sold as 10400, 10401 and lightweight tavern-lunch counter cars 10310,

» TABLE OF CONTENTS
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7.By 1956, the San Joaquin has engine 4460, a GS-6 wartime-
built 4-8-4 on the point.

10311. (for more details see Ryan and Shine “SP Passenger
Trains, Volume 2: Day Trains of the Coast Line,” page 194) The
consist of the San Joaquin was usually 13-14 cars.

The heavyweight food service cars on the San Joaquin Daylight
lasted as late as 1962 and were among the last passenger-car-
rying heavyweight cars on SP trains. (See the book “Southern
Pacific Passenger Cars, Vol. 5" pg. 192-3 and the modeling sec-
tion of this article).

In 1954 the triple food service units were sent into the shops

for conversion to hamburger grills featuring simpler menus and
needing a smaller staff than previously. The conversion of one
set(#10250+10251+10252) was never completed. In 1955 dome
lounge cars were assigned to work as lounge cars along with the
heavyweight lounge cars such as 2980.

MRHMAG.COM

9. Farther back in the 1956 San Joaquin (left to right) are part
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S

8. The San Joaquin Daylight has (left to right) chair cars, a class
80-BH-1 ex-horse car in sealed sack mail and express service,
and a Railway Post Office/baggage car.

of a chair car, a heavyweight lounge car, a dining car, ham-
burger grill car, and portion of a lightweight chair car.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT #51, 52 AND SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT #51-53, 52-54 1947 POSTWAR CONSIST

CAR NUMBERS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY —» 5069 3000 10310 2410 + 2411 2486 + 2485
RPO BAGGAGE BAGGAGE-CHAIR PARLOR CAR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
70-BP-30-3 77-CB-1 77-PR-1 ACW-2 + 64-ACM-2 ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2
10144 (HW) * 10400 * 2488 * 2482 + 2481 * 2486 % IN JUNE, 1946 THE SP INAUGURATED A THROUGH LOS ANGELES-SACRAMENTO

——— DINING CAR COFFEE SHOP CHAIR CAR * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR STREAMLINER BY SPLITTING OFF THE LAST FIVE CARS OF TRAIN #51, 52 AT LATHROP.
77-D-9 77-D-11 * 79-C-2 66-ACW-2 + 66-ACM-2 * 79-Cc-2 THE SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT CARS WERE ADDED TO EXPRESS CARS AND A HEAVYWEIGHT

COMBINE THAT ORIGINATED AT TRACY.

ON FEBRUARY 4, 1947 THE SAN JOAQUN DAYLIGHT HIT A TRUCK AT KINGSBURG, CA. AFTER THIS TIME THE TWO CONSISTS WERE NO LONGER IDENTICAL.
WRECKED TAVERN CAR 10310 WAS REPLACED WITH HEAVYWEIGHT LOUNGE CAR #2920 PAINTED IN DAYLIGHT COLORS TO MATCH THE TRAIN

SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT #51, 52 AND SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT #51-53, 52-54 PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD"I958

CAR NUMBERS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY —» 5217 6506 3300 2404 + 2405 2492 %% 10500 (HW) 10200
RPO- BAGGAGE BAGGAGE-EXP. [| BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % CHAIR CAR HAMBURGER GRILL | COFFEE SHOP DINER
80-BP-60-1 80-BH-1 77-CB-1 64-ACW. + 64-ACM. 79-C-2 7-D-2 77-D-10
2489 SR80 « F4TS o * 2478 + 2477 THE DOME LOUNGE CARS NEVER RECEIVED COMMON STANDARD CLASS DESIGNATIONS
CHAIR CAR % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS 4 CHAIR CAR % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * * HEAVYWEIGHT CARS SWITCHED OUT AT LATHROP FOR SACRAMENTO (TRAIN #53, 54)
- | % 79.c-2 66-ACW.- + 66-ACM: 79-C-2 66-ACW: + 66-ACM:
TRIPLE CAR FOOD SERVICE UNIT TOOK THE PLACE OF THE THREE FOOD SERVICE CARS SHOWN IN

HARRY STEGMAIER’S BOOK INDICATES AN ADDITIONAL BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CAR OPERATED WESTBOUND, TUESDAYS ONLY ALTERNATE CONSIST.

SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT #51, 52 AND SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT #51-53, 52-54 OFF PEAK TRAFFIC PERIOD 1958

BY THIS TIME CHAIR CARS WERE UTILIZED FROM THE DAYLIGHT POOL AS AVAILABLE. DINER AND LOUNGE CARS WERE CHANGED AS NECESSARY.
CAR NUMBERS ARE EXAMPLES ONLY —» 5217 6506 3300 2404 + 2405 10200 3600 * 2478 + 2477

LOCOMOTIVE RPO- BAGGAGE BAGGAGE EXP. BAGGAGE-CHAIR ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP DINER * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
80-BP-60-1 80-BH-1 77-CB-1 64-ACW.  + 64-ACM 77-D-10 66-ACW- + 66-ACM:
* CARS SWITCHED OUT AT LATHROP FOR SACRAMENTO (TRAIN 53, 54)

IN THE 1960S THERE WAS A SLOW ATTRITION OF EQUIPMENT. IN 1961 AUTOMAT CARS REPLACED OTHER FOOD SERVICES. BY THE END OF THE 1960S THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT TERMINATED THE RPO
CONTRACT, WHICH HAD BEEN THE MAIN SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR THE TRAIN. PHOTOS SHOW ACTUAL TRAIN CONSISTS (1968 EXAMPLE) WITH A BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CAR, ONE PAIR OF ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
AND A BOAT TAIL CHAIR CAR. IN THE LATE ‘60S THROUGH CARS TO SACRAMENTO WERE REPLACED WITH CROSS PLATFORM TRANSFER. THIS OPERATION RAN TILL AMTRAK TOOK OVER IN 1971.

HARRY STEGMAIER’S BOOK INDICATES AN ADDITIONAL BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CAR OPERATED WESTBOUND, TUESDAYS ONLY

10. San Joaquin Daylight diagrams for 1947, 1958. In 1961 automat cars began service on the San Joaquin Daylight.
The train ran this way until the end of private railroad operation
in 1971, and in its last years was usually just a baggage car, the
automat car and a few chair cars.

The heavyweight equipment was often either two-tone gray or
green and by about 1958 the train usually had at least two-tone
gray or olive green cars on any given day. Beginning in 1958

lightweight cars were stripped and refinished in stainless steel Today, Amtrak serves the San Joaquin Valley from Oakland to
with red stripe so the train was even more mixed. By the mid Bakersfield with motor coach connections to Los Angeles and
'60s, San Joaquin cars were all stainless with red letterboard San Diego. Today there are a total of 14 trains in both direc-
stripe, into the train’s final years. tions, including two L.A.-Fresno trains.

» TABLE OF CONTENTS
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11. San Joaquin Daylight behind three F7 units, arriving Fresno 13. San Joaquin for 1955 with (from left) silver chair cars, coffee
en route to Los Angeles, 1955. shop car, dome car and articulated chair car pair.

This description is a very condensed version of changes that
took place on the San Joaquin Daylight.

The following link to “My Espee Modeler’s archive” shows
additional consists at various times through the San Joaquin
Daylight's history:

espee.railfan.net/san-joaquin.html

David Coscia’s SP site has a page listing the heavyweight cars
that were painted in Daylight colors:

coscia-espee.info/sp daylight.html

12. Chair cars, baggage combine and Railway Post Office car of
the '55 consist of the San Joaquin.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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14. The Sacramento Daylight circa 1946 with one mail and ex-
press car, combine, and two Daylight-type chair cars followed
by (out of photo) one more chair car.

SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT

Shortly after the end of government wartime restrictions in
1946, two new services were instituted between Los Angeles

and Sacramento. The Los Angeles to Portland, OR “West Coast”

was cut back and was rerouted to become a direct overnight
train between Los Angeles and the state capitol at Sacramento.
A new daytime through service was started between these two
cities, the Sacramento Daylight #53, 54.

Unlike the other Daylights, there was only a single consist. The
57-mile route from Lathrop, where the train was split from the
San Joaquin Daylight, only took about two hours end to end,

and made both the east and westbound runs on the same day.

MRHMAG.COM
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15. The Sacramento Daylight, still behind steam with
heavier mail and express consist, circa 1947 en route to its
namesake city.

The inaugural train ran with a 4-8-2 (MT-4 4363, not the usual
power), rebuilt heavyweight combine (3176), coffee shop diner
(10400 or 10401), three lightweight Daylight-type chair cars, and
a parlor observation car (2950 or 2951).

The parlor observation car was discontinued in 1946, replaced
by an additional lightweight chair car. In 1949, triple-unit dining
cars from the discontinued Noon Daylight were assigned to the
San Joaquin Daylight, and food service for the short run on the
Sacramento Daylight was discontinued.

Shortly after the inception of trains 53 and 54, the mail train on
this route (261/262) was discontinued.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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and an articulated chair car pair.

17. The Lathrop to Tracy segment of the Sacramento Daylight
after transferring its chair cars to the San Joaquin Daylight.

MRHMAG.COM

16. By the mid ‘50s the Sacramento Daylight was dieselized. It
is shown here with passenger-equipped GP9 5603, a combine,

PART 2 - SP PAsseNGER TRAINS | 18
Sacramento Daylight absorbed this mail and express, some-
times carried in the combine but often in varying numbers of
storage mail cars. An RPO car appears in photos of this train.

Express traffic was extremely seasonal and ran heavy before
Christmas along with extra cars of mail. Traffic was also heavy
at the start and end of the summer when steamer trunks for
children at camp or families going to or from vacation loaded
the trains.

From the start of the service, Sacramento Daylight equipment
originated daily at Tracy where there were servicing facili-

ties. Equipment ran to Lathrop, where the train dropped off
some express cars and met the San Joaquin Daylight from

Los Angeles. Chair cars were cut off the San Joaquin and were
turned and added to the Sacramento Daylight, running through
to Sacramento.

Atlantics 4-4-2 3000 and 3001 were usually assigned to the train
until they were scrapped in 1950. For the remainder of the years
of steam, typical power was a P-8 or P-10 heavy Pacific 4-6-2
such as 2484 or 2486 (with skyline casing) or 2475 (without

the skyline casing) Diesels took over the run around 1956.
Descriptions indicate that almost any engine from the San Jose
commute pool might have run on the Sacramento Daylight.

The usual diesel power on the train was a dual-control steam
boiler-equipped GP9 which began as T&NO 283, was renumbered
to 3422, and later to 3010 and finally 3191. The engine was in
black widow colors at least until 1960. An SD7 such as 5308 was
also frequently used.

Combine 3176 was retired in 1961, and was replaced by baggage-
club car 3076, (painted two-tone gray) in use as a baggage chair car.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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18. In its last years, the Sacramento Daylight consist was usu-
ally all lightweight with rebuilt Daylight-type chair cars and
baggage chair, here approaching Lathrop circa 1966.

Car 3079 is shown 1n 1961 in “SP Technical Historical Society
Passenger Cars” volume at Lathrop, probably in Sacramento
Daylight service.

A consist photographed during 1966 (SP Trainline magazine,
Summer 2012, page 16) shows a lightweight baggage-chair car
built for the Daylight now in regular service on the Sacramento
Daylight. By this time the car had been rebuilt with a new
recessed sliding door with single window and flat stainless steel
replacement sides.

The SP similarly rebuilt a prewar lightweight Daylight chair car
and a postwar Shasta-type tall window chair car. Lightweight
combines may have operated on the train as early as 1962.

In 1968 Railway Express ceased its shipping express on passen-
ger trains. From about this time to the start of Amtrak in 1971,
the consist was usually the lightweight combine and one or two
chair cars. In the last years, #3006, a GP-9 “torpedo boat” dual

MRHMAG.COM
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control engine in bloody nose red and gray colors was typical
power for the 353/3. 54.

With the decline in ridership by the 1960s, the through service
to Sacramento was discontinued, and passengers from Los
Angeles walked across the platform to the connecting train at
Lathrop. In May, 1970 the connection point was changed to
Tracy. The Sacramento Daylight lasted until May, 1971 when
Amtrak took over operation of intercity passenger services.

LATHROP, CALIFORNIA

When the San Joaquin Daylight from Los Angeles reached
Lathrop, the rear cars were cut off and were joined to the equip-
ment from Tracy en route to Sacramento. These trains entered
Lathrop from opposite directions. The Tracy-Lathrop mail and
express cars were dropped, and the chair cars and express cars to
Sacramento were turned on the wye tracks using the road engine.

The operations at Lathrop on the Sacramento Daylight and San
Joaquin Daylight could be the basis for a whole model railroad.
The wye at Lathrop, one terminal such as Sacramento, and
either one or two loops representing Los Angeles (or Fresno)
and Oakland are one possibility for such a layout.

The sketch of Lathrop illustrates the eastbound operation. It is pos-
sible that this involved method of turning the cars was due to some
established railroad procedure, safety rules or work rules, for there
are simpler ways to set the through cars in the right direction.

This operation is described in detail, and illustrated with photos
in the SP Historical Society Magazine “SP Trainline” the publi-
cation of the Southern Pacific Historical and Technical Society,
Issue #72 Summer, 2002 and #112 Summer, 2012.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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SWITCHING OPERATION AT LATHROP, CALIFORNIA

Showing the Northbound San Joaquin Daylight and Sacramento Daylight trains

TO

STOCKTON
AND
SACRAMENTO

TO

STOCKTON
AND
SACRAMENTO

The Sacramento Daylight cars

are turned on the wye- Engine 4
runs around a second time and |
brings the cars into the station

The Sacramento Daylight
picks up cars from the

San Joaquin Daylight and runs
to Sacramento

1 . LATHROP LATHROP

The locomotive for the
Sacramento Daylight,
one combine car

(and express cars to
Lathrop) originate

at Tracy, run to

Lathrop
San Joaquin Daylight / 5 -

enters Lathrop Station

from Los Angeles The San Joaquin Daylight

continues to Oakland

TO TO

TO
FRESNO FRESNO

OAKLAND
AND AND

TO
LOS ANGELES
OAKLAND LOS ANGELES

Southbound trains to Los Angeles are combined at Lathrop in similar sequence.

19. Sketch of operation at Lathrop, switching cars of the Sacramento Daylight.

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Additional information is available online at the following
links: Southern Pacific Passenger Train Consists - San Joaquin
Daylight 51/52

Links to Karl Swartz’s Southern Pacific website are:
espee.railfan.net/san-joaquin.html

www.kls2.com/~Kkarl/rr/sp/sp-sjd-1957.html

THE STARLIGHT

The San Francisco-Los
Angeles Lark provided an all-
first class overnight service
on the Coast Line, while the
Coaster was a night coach
accommodation operat-

ing for many years on this
line with a heavyweight
formation.

In October, 1949, the Coaster
was replaced with a new
overnight luxury coach
streamliner, “The Starlight,”
#94, 95.

With the discontinuation
of the Noon Daylight, many
of the lightweight cars were

20. The Starlight’s Alco PAs
with, baggage, express, and
chair cars circa 1950.

MRHMAG.COM
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moved to the Starlight. This train had a coffee shop diner and
tavern lounge that were open all night, very deluxe equipment
for an overnight train. Lightweight food service cars were used
as available.

The schedules of the Starlight and Daylight were coordinated to
permit a car from either train to be quickly cleaned and sent out
on the other when necessary.

At the start, the Starlight had a parlor car, 3000 straight parlor,
or 2951 parlor observation. These were intended to provide

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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THE STARLIGHT TRAIN #94, 95 PEAK TRAVEL PERIOD JUNE, 1950

IN OCTOBER, 1949 THE STREAMLINED OVERNINGHT ECONOMY ALL COACH STARLIGHT TRAIN REPLACED THE EARLIER COASTER BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND SAN FRANCISCO (VIA COAST LINE)

TYPICAL CONSIST —p 6503 6083

(CHAIR CARS FROM DAYLIGHT POOL)

BAGGAGE-EXP. BAGGAGE EXP. BAGGAGE-EXP. ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS
LOCOMOTIVE 80-BH-1 70-B-7 70-B-8 & *

(CHAIR CARS FROM DAYLIGHT POOL) 10400

* SLEEPING CARS RAN AS OVERFLOW FOR

THE LARK ALL PULLMAN TRAIN
. % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS % ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS COFFEE SHOP HWT SI.EEPING CAR u
77-D-11 771 D R RIS SECIDECE RS ONE BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CAR RAN DAILY EX.SUN

FLUCTUATIONS IN RIDERSHIP BROUGHT AN ELABORATE SERIES OF CHANGES IN THE CONSIST WITH SOME CARS OPERATING “AS NECESSARY” FOR PART OF THE YEAR OR EVEN FOR PART OF THE WEEK ONLY.

IN FEBRUARY, 1952 THE 12-1 HEAVYWEIGHT SLEEPING CAR WAS REPLACED BY LIGHTWEIGHT 12 DUPLEX ROOM-5 BEDROOM CAR. THESE SLEEPING CARS WERE SHUFFLED REPEATEDLY BETWEEN THE STARLIGHT AND OTHER TRAINS.

THE STARLIGHT TRAIN #94, 95 OFF PEAK TRAVEL PERIODS 1950 (OCTOBER 1 - JUNE 15)

TYPICAL CONSIST —» 6503 6055

(CHAIR CARS FROM DAYLIGHT POOL)

LOCOMOTIVE BAGGAGE-EXP. BAGGAGE-EXP. BAGGAGE-EXP. ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS * ARTICULATED CHAIR CARS CHAIR CAR
80-BH-1 70-B-7 70-B-8

10400 ONE ADDITIONAL ARTICULATED CHAIR CAR PAIR PLUS ONE ADDITIONAL STAND ALONE CHAIR CAR ADDED FRI., SAT., SUN.

COFFEE SHOP TAVERN I.OUNGE HWT SLEEPING CAR | HWT SLEEPING CAR
77-D-11 12 SEC-1 DWG.RM.§ 8 SEC-5 DBL.BR.

IN THE TIME PERIOD 1951-1955 THE STARLIGHT HAD 10 TO 16 CARS.

BY 1955-1956 RIDERSHIP FELL OFF AND THE TRAIN RAN SHORTER CONSISTS.

IN 1955 THE STARLIGHT WAS RENUMBERED TO #90, 91

THE FINAL CONSIST WAS ONE ARTICULATED CHAIR CAR PAIR, TAVERN-SNACK-LOUNGE CAR PLUS BAGGAGE-EXPRESS CARS.

'IN 1957 THE STARLIGHT WAS COMBINED WITH THE LARK

20. Diagram for the overnight luxury chair car streamliner Star-
light in 1950

fast first class early morning and evening service between Los

Angeles and Santa Barbara/Ventura and at the other end of the
line between San Jose/Palo Alto and San Francisco. The cars did
not prove popular and only lasted a month till October 31, 1949.

In 1953 there were changes to the car assignments too com-
plicated to describe in full detail here. Essentially, while the
feature cars ran at all times, the Starlight’s summer consist
included five articulated chair car pairs operating June 15th to
October 15th.

MRHMAG.COM

There was a wintertime consist for weekdays, Monday through
Thursdays only with just two articulated chair car pairs. There
was a Friday through Sunday weekend setup with three articu-
lated chair car pairs.

In the high ridership period from Christmas to New Years, cars

were added as necessary up to an 18-car train. Ryan and Shine’s
“Passenger Trains of the SP Coast Line, Volume I, Night Trains
describes all this in greater detail.

Lightweight cars in dark olive green or two-tone gray were
often used on the Starlight, although these were gradually being
painted in Daylight colors.
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21. Starlight showing (from left) the lounge car, coffee shop,
green 12 section 1 drawing room sleeper, with 12 single room
and 5 roomette lightweight duplex sleeper that was some-
times assigned to the train.

Sleeping cars on the Starlight were not shown in public time-
tables, but it is well documented that they handled overflow
first class passengers from the Lark.

The train was assigned two heavyweight sleeping cars, an 8 sec-
tion-5 double bedroom car, and a 12 section-1 drawing room
car. 12 duplex room-5 bedroom cars sometimes replaced the
12-1 car. These lightweight 12-5 cars (9250, 9251) were trans-
ferred from the City of San Francisco train and came to the
Starlight still painted in UP style yellow in February, 1952.

In August of 1953, 12-5s were painted two-tone gray and were
assigned to the San Francisco Overland. In February 1954 they
were moved to the West Coast train until they were moved back

MRHMAG.COM
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to the Starlight in April, 1954 where they remained until their
removal in August, 1955.

In 1956, chair cars were added experimentally to the tradition-
ally all-Pullman Lark. In 1957, the Lark was reconfigured with
feature cars for chair car passengers. The Starlight was finally
discontinued in July, 1957. When the Lark’s mail contract was
withdrawn by the U.S. Post Office in 1968 the train was discon-
tinued, ending overnight passenger service on the Coast Line
between San Francisco and Los Angeles.

In Part 3 next month, I'll cover the Overland Route and the City
of San Francisco.

? Click here for

.“» reader comments
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VicTor ROSEMAN

Victor got his first train, a Lionel, at age 3.
Victor graduated from the Pratt Institute
with BFA and MS degrees and taught fine
arts in high and junior high school for 30
Y years and is now retired.

Victor has written many articles and several railroad related
books over the past 35 years. He's also done many freelance
projects for Walthers, Atlas and other model manufacturers. ®
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1. EMD E7 diesel engine 907-A leads a pair of “B” units at the
head of today’s City of San Francisco, ready for departure time
at Oakland Mole.

Click here for

PART 3: THE reader comments

OVERLAND ROUTE
AND THE CiTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

IN 1937 SP STREAMLINED DAYLIGHT-TYPE
chair cars SP 2424, 2425, 2426, 2427, 2428 and 2429 were assigned
to the Oakland-Chicago “San Francisco Challenger” as part

of the SP’s contribution to the Overland route in conjunction

MRHMAG.COM

with the Union Pacific and
Chicago Northwestern
railroads. These cars were
painted dark olive green
with gold lettering and red
“Challenger” script logo
below the windows to match
the train. This was a new
luxury coach formation.

— By 1940, chair cars 2424
| and 2426 were shifted to
Coast Daylight service, and
2427(1st) was moved to the
subsidiary Texas and New
Orleans RR. for Sunbeam
service. SP cars 2432, 2433,
2434, and 2435 were moved
to the S.F. Challenger, where
they remained throughout
World War II.

The cars continued in Overland route service after the train was
discontinued, and some were assigned to the new Gold Coast
train on the same route. Several of these Daylight type cars were
assigned to the flagship train on the Overland Route, the City of
San Francisco, or “COSFE”

This fast coach and Pullman formation ran several times a
month using two consists. Then the decision was made to oper-
ate the train daily starting in October, 1947.

The other SP trains described here so far made their runs daily
with two sets of equipment. Running time for COSF between
Oakland and Chicago was 40 hours or more. Daily operation

of the train required five consists. In 1947 the carbuilders were
swamped with orders to replace the cars worn out during World

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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2. (Above) Full baggage car, baggage-dormitory and chair cars
follow the diesels in [1].

3. (Below) A new Fairbanks-Morse switcher shifting cars is about
to obscure our view of the Southern Pacific Daylight type fluted-
side chair car (center) and Union Pacific Challenger type smooth-
side chair cars on the left which come after the cars in [2} above.

MRHMAG.COM
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War II and the additional cars required for the COSF were not
even promised for about a year.

The SP, UP and CNW each pulled the best cars that could be spared,
assigning these to the COSE. Their best efforts just made up two
additional consists, totaling four equipment sets for the COSF train.
This was found to be just barely adequate, but the turn-around
time needed for maintenance at terminals was drastically reduced.

For this time period, maintenance operations on these trains
must have been like a circus, with arriving trains going right into
the yards to be cleaned and serviced for quick departure in order
to keep the schedule. The arrival of new equipment for a fifth
consist in 1949 permitted fully adequate turn-around time at ter-
minals, normalizing maintenance.

4. (Below) After the cars in [3] comes a pair of Southern Pacific
fluted-side 77-D-10 diners following the coach section of COSF,
coupled kitchen to kitchen.
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5. Sleeping cars make up the tail of the train, with 4 bedroom 4
compartment 2 drawing room cars (right) followed by 6 sec-
tion 6 roomette 4 bedroom cars, and the buffet-observation
lounge car Nob Hill (out of the photo to the left) completing
the 18th train as it would have appeared in 1947.

Even with the cooperation of the other railroads on the
Overland Route, there could never be enough equipment to
permit identical consists for all the COSF consists.

The complete “City” fleet included trains to Portland and Los
Angeles, as well as Oakland/San Francisco, plus additional des-
tinations including Denver and St. Louis. In fact, the UP inter-
line operation was so huge that just the COSF consists were
listed as the eighth, tenth, eighteenth, nineteenth (and later
twentieth) trains. A great effort was made to provide the similar
services across all the equipment sets.

MRHMAG.COM
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In peak travel periods or when tour groups bought blocks of
tickets, additional chair cars or sleepers swelled the COSF'’s con-
sist that day, resulting in its being run in sections. Usually the
first class sleeping cars ran as one section, and chair cars as the
other, with some feature cars on each.

A complete assignment sheet for just the City of San Francisco
would require diagrams for all four or five consists, plus each
section operated for every time period, a book length venture.
As a result, this is a brief description of the SP’s involvement in
the COSE.

Data is provided for the various cars, but concentrates on
modeling the 18th train which had two SP Daylight-type diners
(one in use as a coffee shop) and a Daylight chair car. (The other
consists had fewer Daylight cars assigned.)

Until 1946, much of the equipment for the City of San Francisco
(COSF) was owned by the consortium of the three operating
railroads and was lettered with the train name in the letter-
board. The group split up the cars between 1946 and 1948, relet-
tering the cars with the name of the railroad in the letterboard.

As carbuilders had been unable to supply new equipment for
the daily start in 1947, all the cars were from the prewar period
for at least a year into daily operation.

To model this train, a substitute has to be found for the pre-
war SP class 77-D-10 coffee shop and dining cars, 10300, 10301.
The only similar cars I could find would be a pair of MTH,

BLI or Kato Daylight tavern cars repainted into UP yellow
colors. These have the correct fluting pattern but don't have
kitchens. Alternatives would be a pair of Athearn (blue box)
diners in UP colors --as the prototypes were only 77 feet long

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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SOME IMPORTANT

UNION PACIFIC INTERLINE TRAINS cl1950

/ WASHINGTON ™

MONTANA
PORTLAND ~BUTTE

CITY OF PORTLAND
OREGON PORTLAND ROSE TO CHICAGO
IDAHo_AN

NORTH DAKOTA

via CHICAGO &

NORTHWESTERN RR.
WYOMING SOUTH DAKOTA (ill 1955)

via MILWAUKEE
CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO ROAD
SAN FRANCISCO OVERLAND N (after 1955)
S.F. CHALLENGER/GOLD COAST .

NEBRASKA
. CHEYANNE L—>
/ OGDEN OMAHA

O SALT LAKE CITY | TONION PACIFIC RR

. KANSAS
DENVER CITY

CITY OF LOS ANGELES o
LOS ANGELES CHALLENGER [N —

LOS ANGELES LIMITED KANSAS TO ST.LOUIS
via WABASH RR.

LOS ANGELES T
ARIZONA NEW MEXICO

MEXI
| SOUTHERN PACIFIC RR. === UNION PACIFIC RR, s
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7.1n 1955 the City of San Francisco enters Oakland terminal
with Alco PA units, circa 1955.

the Athearn car is not too far off - or another corrugated-side
dining car in UP colors.

Brass Car Sides Co. offers their kit #7469R for UP dormitory bag-
gage car 5613, of the group including 5601 and 5602 rebuilt from
full baggage cars in 1947, and this was a COSF car. “Louvered”
center skirts could be made up from Evergreen corrugated plas-
tic sheet, or N scale clapboard and added to the model.

The Walthers baggage dormitory from their City train sets (932-
9560) representing UP 6000-6008 could stand in for the baggage
dormitory cars on some consists.

The sleeping cars for 1947 proved to be an interesting research
problem. While the 18th train had only 4-4-2 and 6-6-4 cars,
some had plain full depth center skirting, while other cars had
the UP-style louvered skirts. Behind the skirts were “W” hous-
ings that enclosed the underbody appliances.

MRHMAG.COM

8. City of San Francisco (COSF) head end with baggage-express
cars and baggage-dormitory car c1955.

SR —

9. COSF coach section of train with a baggage-dormitory car
and UP and SP chair cars, c1955.
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s

shop lounge, and dining car, with the beginning of the Pull-
man sleeping car section.

11. COSF's three 6-6-4 sleepers and a Budd 10-6 sleeper at the
tail end of train in 1955 nears the western terminal at Oakland.

MRHMAG.COM

10. Left to right are the final chair car of the COSF train, coffee
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Some of the cars had aluminum trim strips above and below the
window band. As with the lettering, photos in books or online
for the time will show how individual cars appeared.

The 18th train had a club observation car, SF901, named Nob
Hill which is available as a car side set from Union Station
Products. The prototype car may have only remained on the
train for a year or so, for late in 1948 it was transferred to the
City of Los Angeles. An IHC smooth side observation or E&B
Valley observation car could stand in for SF901.

The 19th train also had a club observation car, “Russian Hill”
which texts indicate was an early squared-off observation car.
The Rivarossi 1930 series observation car (Pennsylvania RR pro-
totype for 1948 Broadway Limited) resembles this car and in UP
colors could stand in.

The Walthers ACF baggage-express car (932-9570) represents
the Union Pacific cars 5631-5638 and 5639-5663 built in 1953-4.
These are very similar to the 1942 cars numbered 5601-5630.
These earlier cars came with louvered skirts that were removed
in the 1950s, and had four windows in each door instead of the
later single windows.

These cars rode on six-wheel trucks. I had to settle for a modi-
fied model based on a Rivarossi coach fitted with new bolsters
for the six-wheel trucks.

Chicago North Western “400” chair car and Union Pacific
“Challenger” chair cars for the 1947 consists can be mod-
eled using Brass Car Sides Company sides. Some of these are
intended to fit Rivarossi coaches.

Others fit car core kits as indicated in their illustrated online
catalog. The construction portion of this article shows

« TABLE OF CONTENTS
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CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO TRAINS 101-102 OCTOBER, 1947

DIAGRAM COMPARES THE FOUR COSF CONSISTS IN USE AFTER THE START UP OF DAILY SERVICE SAN FRANCISCO (OAKLAND) -CHICAGO

s% INDICATES

8th TRAIN

DAYLIGHT 14 CARS

TYPE CARS

LOCOMOTIVE

BAGGAGE-EXP.
UP 5360

BAGGAGE DORM
SF 101

CHAIR CAR
SF 401 MARKET ST.

CHAIR CAR
UP 5344

79-c-2 3% CHAIR CAR

SP 2487

COFFEE SHOP
605 PRESEDIO

KITCHEN
606 MISSION DOLORES

LOUNGE CAR
SP 702 EMBARCADERO

4CMP.3DWG SLEEPER 12 SECT. SLEEPER
FISHERMANS WHARF  GOLDEN GATE PARK

12/5 DUPLEX SLEEPER
PORTSMOUTH SQ.

10-5 SLEEPER
FERRY BUILDING

4-4-2 SLEEPER
TWIN PEAKS

4-4-2 SLEEPER
CHINATOWN

6-6-4 SLEEPER
AMERICAN RANGER

MRHMAG.COM

10th TRAIN
14 CARS

LOCOMOTIVE

BAGGAGE-EXP.
UP 5621

BAGGAGE DORM
SF 104

79-C-2 3¢ CHAIRCAR

SP 2491

CHAIR CAR
407 MONTGOMERY ST

CHAIR CAR
UP 5363

COFFEE SHOP KITCHEN
SF 609 FT MASON  SF 610 ST.FRANCIS WDS

LOUNGE CAR
SF 704 MARINA

4CMP.3DWG SLEEPER 12 SECT. SLEEPER
SEAL ROCKS UNION SQUARE

12/5 DUPLEX SLEEPER
TELEGRAPH HILL

10-5 SLEEPER
RINCON HILL

4-4-2 SLEEPER
HUNTERS POINT

4-4-2 SLEEPER
CIVIC CENTER

6-6-4 SLEEPER
AMERICAN FORUM

18th TRAIN

79-c-2 3k
77-D-10 3k

77-D-10 %

15 CARS

LOCOMOTIVE

BAGGAGE-EXP.
UP 5614

BAGGAGE DORM
UP 5613

CHAIR CAR
C&NW 3421

CHAIR CAR
UP 5341

CHAIR CAR
SP 2488

COFFEE SHOP
SP 10200

DINING CAR
SP 10201

SLEEPER 4-4-2
ANGEL ISLAND

SLEEPER 4-4-2
LAKESIDE

SLEEPER 4-4-2
SUTRO HEIGHTS

6-6-4 SLEEPER
NORTH BEACH

6-6-4 SLEEPER
CNW AMER. BEAUTY

6-6-4 SLEEPER
AMERICAN HEIGHTS

6-6-4 SLEEPER
AMERICAN CAPTAIN

CLUB LOUNGE OBS
SF 901 NOB HILL

19th TRAIN
14 CARS

LOCOMOTIVE

BAGGAGE-EXP.
UP 5608

CHAIR CAR
UP 5340

79-c-2 3¢ | CHAIRCAR
SP 2490
CHAIR CAR
SP 2489

79-c-2 3%

COFFEE SHOP

<a— MODERNIZED
pescos HEAVYWEIGHT

CAR
DORMITORY KITCHEN  DINING CAR
UP 5104 UP 5104

SLEEPER 4-4-2
CLIFF HOUSE

SLEEPER 4-4-2
YERBA BUENA

SLEEPER 4-4-2
UP IMPERIAL PALM

6-6-4 SLEEPER
UP AMERICAN LAKE

6-6-4 SLEEPER
CNW AMER. BUFFALO

6-6-4 SLEEPER
SP AMER. RAMPART

CLUB LOUNGE OBS
RUSSIAN HILL

« TABLE OF CONTENTS



PART 3 - SP PasseNGER TRAINS | 15

sketches of some of these cars. You can access their catalog
here by using this link:

brasscarsides.com.

As traffic patterns changed in the 1950s, the Overland Route
trains were restructured. There were many reassignments of SP
prewar lightweight chair cars including movements in and out
of the Overland pool of cars.

SP chair cars 2432, 2434, 2435 were repainted from dark olive
green into two tone gray in 1950 for use on the new City of St.
Louis train, originating at Oakland. In 1948 and 1949 new cars
finally arrived from carbuilders, replacing the prewar cars as
they arrived, so a 1950, 1951 COSF would look a lot different
than the 1947 train.

In 1949 the San Francisco Overland Limited was upgraded with
SP 77-foot 1937 parlor observation cars 2950 and 2951 operat-
ing in Daylight colors from Oakland to the popular resort city of
Reno, NV.

These cars had been released from the Noon Daylight when it was
discontinued. The cars ran daily until 1952. After this time one car
remained in this assighment and was run as required. A 79-foot
Daylight observation car from BLI, MTH or Kato could stand in for
the earlier 77-foot car. The Overland Limited was painted two tone
gray and had a mix of light and heavyweight cars.

In March, 1949 the Burlington, Rio Grande and Western Pacific
railroads started an all new Chicago-Oakland streamliner, the
California Zephyr.This train directly competed with the City of
San Francisco and had five brand-new Budd dome cars. The
schedule was arranged so the train would pass the most dra-
matic scenery in daylight.

MRHMAG.COM
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In 1951 SP Daylight-type chair cars 2432, 2434, 2435, were
repainted in UP yellow and gray with red Southern Pacific style
lettering for Overland route service.

In March of 1952, Union Pacific discontinued painting two tone
gray colors on their heavyweight trains, changing all passenger
equipment to their streamliner colors of Armour Yellow and
Harbor Mist Gray with red striping and lettering.

In 1955, two SP 77-foot Daylight chair cars, 2424 and 2426, were
repainted in yellow for UP interline service, and they received
revised interior seating with increased leg room and leg rests.
New SP postwar equipment was also assigned to COSE, bump-
ing some of the prewar chair cars to the equipment pool. Also
in 1955, the Omaha to Chicago portion of the Overland route
partnership was changed from Chicago North Western RR. to

ADVERTISEMENT
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The Milwaukee Road. After this time, various Milwaukee Road
cars took the place of CNW equipment.

With the increase in highway and airline competition in the
1950s, ridership on the Overland Route trains fell off, and
secondary trains were eliminated by 1955. This left just an
unnamed mail train (#21/22), the San Francisco Overland
Limited, and the City of San Francisco operating via the
Overland route on SP rails.

It is possible to simulate some of the huge mid-1950s operation
in the form of ready to run plastic models.

Walthers has recently manufactured a whole fleet of HO models of
the Union Pacific City trains for 1955-60 period. These can be com-
bined with Athearn-Genesis, Broadway Limited and MTH Daylight
equipment the modeler can repaint to UP yellow and gray. The
Walthers basic consist information is available at their site:

walthers.com/exec/page/up cities.
(Click “Consist Info”)

Kato now has their N scale Daylight as well as a City of Los
Angeles which is similar to the City of San Francisco train.
Katos N scale UP train link is:

katousa.com/N/COLA.

Union Station Products has a link showing their Union Pacific
car kits which include some additional cars to be built with car
core kits. Their online listings are available:

unionstationproducts.com.

An excellent set of UP interline train consist listings for
November, 1950 is available online at the UtahRails.net site:

utahrails.net/pass/consists-1950.php.

MRHMAG.COM
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As I wrote at the start of this article, this is a work in progress,
for new information is being written all the time.

In Part 4, I will describe how I built a number of these cars.

Note: As part of April’s Subscriber bonus downloads, we
provide a summation and bibliography of the prototype data
presented in parts 1-3 of this series.

T_', Click here for |
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R S.P. RAILROAD FERRIES TO MARIN
TO WILLITS, EUREKA COUNTY WERE DISCONTINUED
AFTER CONSTRUCTION OF THE lﬂCHMOND

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE IN THE
1940s. REPLACED BY BUS SERVICE

HERN PACIFIC
~. PASSENGER FERRIES

PACIFIC ‘ N &
OCEAN N

ERRY
TERMINAL
3rd and TOWNSEND ST. IS THE BS&ING

SP TERMINAL FOR LOS ANGELES
TO SAN FRANCISCO SERVICES AND

THE COMMUTE LINE TO SAN JOSE ’m :
3rd and 1 N

SOUTHERN PACIFIC
RAILROAD : SAN
FACILITIES |

IN THE GREATER
SAN FRANCISCO AREA

1940s-1950s

TO SAN JOSE, LOS ANGELES
via COAST LINE :

14. SP facilities in San Francisco-Oakland area in the 1940s and
1950s.
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TO SACRAMENTO, RENO, OGDEN,
CHICAGO via OVERLAND ROUTE

TO BAKERSFIELD, LOS ANGELES
via SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY ROUTE

ALBANY

BERKELEY

SOUTHERN PACIFIC PASSENGER
FERRIES CONNECT OAKLAND MOLE
STATION FACILITY WITH SAN FRANCISCO
'EMERYVIL -REPLACED BY BUS SERVICE OVER THE
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE
E IN 1958

OAKLAND
16t ST o Al AND

“.. JACK LONDON SQ.
1st ST.

FRUITVALE

SAN ' SAN LEANDRO

FRANCISCO
TO NILES, NEWARK,
BAY ; : SAN JOSE via
EAST BAY LINES
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¥ with BFA and MS degrees and taught fine
g arts in high and junior high school for 30
% ™4 years and is now retired.

Victor has written many articles and several railroad related
books over the past 35 years. He's also done many freelance
projects for Walthers, Atlas and other model manufacturers. M
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