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ANATOMY OF A MOoDERN PLASTICS CAR
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vice during August 1984. DUPX is E.l. DuPont de Nemours & Co.
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V  PNEUMATIC OUTLETS
V¥  LiNeD (IF STEEL BODY)
V¥V AAR Car Tyre Cope C214

of the very common straight-sided Pull-
man-Standard 5,820 cu.ft. capacity car and
the less common but very unique looking
Richmond Tank Car, a 5,800 cu.ft. capacity
car. There is a serious need in the modeling
world for a correct (not a “‘stand-in") good
modern 5800 cu.ft. design, a high-cube
steel design and a high-cube aluminum
design. The big drawback for marketing
these is of course the lack of color. Most
modern plastics hoppers are various shades
of gray (I love it!).

Additional information can be found in
A Catalog of Modern Plastics Cars and
“High-Cube Plastics Cars” in Freight Cars
Journal #80. Both are published by the
Society of Freight Car Historians, P.O. Box
2480, Monrovia, CA 91017 or E-mail
FR8CARS@aol.com.
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CCBX 50352 was built in November
1962 by Pullman-Standard. Rated at
3,520 cu.ft. — it’s one of the first
designs used for plastics transport.
Seen here, in service, during August
1985. CCBX is Union Carbide.
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‘against ACF (Pullman-Standard, later

curved-sided plastlcs hopper design

Trinity was building stranght-snded

designs at the time). This is an early

Thrall 5,800 cu.ft. design that can be
identified by the large double-holed
rectangular pull-here plates on the
sidesill near each end. HPPX is Hunts-
man Polypropylene Corp.
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UTCX 59720 is a later version of
Thrall’s 5,800 cu.ft. design with signif-
icant changes in the side sheet end
cuts and of course lacks the large pull-
here plates. Built February 1992. UTCX
is Union Tank Car Co.
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in model form in HO scale brass by
Overland Models. DOWX is Dow
Chemical Co. ' ‘
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OCPX 71091 is a more contemporary
version of ACF's 5,800 cu.ft. design.
This one was built in 1994. There are
a number of production variations
(many subtle) in ACF’s 5800s. OCPX is
Occidental Chemical Corporation.
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