
[PASSENGER MODELING] ----------

COMMON EXPRESS 
BOX CARS 

Accord ing to the January 1 953 
OFFICIAL R EGISTER OF 
PASSENGER TRA I N  
EQUI PMENT, these were 
the J 2 largest fleets of 

express box cars in the United States: 

PENNS YLVA N I A  RAILROAD 93 J 
SANTA FE 1 97 
UN ION PAC I FIC 1 26 

M I LWAU KE E  ROAD 1 22 

G REAT NORTHERN 98 

MISSOURI PACIFIC 50 
ROCK ISLAND 60 
SEABOARD 54 

BURLINGTON 50 
SOUTHERN PACIFI C  50 

By Tom Pal mer a nd Mike Spoor 

Photos by Matt Kosic 

ATLANTIC COAST L I N E  

C&NW - CSt. PM&O 
48 

48 

The unique Great Northern 50-foot Express box cars were imported by Overland Models years ago. 
This one was painted and lettered by Mike Spoor. 

Pennsylvania Railroad Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Class Date Reblt Inside Door Brakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

2000-2499 5 00 VarioL1s X-29 1 924 1 936 40-foot 6-i nch 6-foot O-inch AB 2 D-F8 

6200 1 Various X-29 10/24 0 1 142 40-foot 6-i nch 6-foot O-i nc h  A B  

9456-9594 1 3 8  Various X-29 1 924 1 942 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch AB 

493 1 3-60 1 49 293 Various X-29 1 924 1 943 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nch AB- ] -B 

97749- 1 03324 1 67 Vm10L1S X-29 24-33 1 943 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch AB- J -B 

56609/574090 2 Various X-29 1 924 1 943 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch 

572042/573479 2 Various X-29 1 924 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nch 

2540-2549 1 0  PRR X-42 1 0/50 60-foot O-inch 7-foot O-inch A B - I -B GSC B X  

Roster Total: 1 , 1 1 3 cars 

Roster as of January 1 953: 93 ] cars 

2� JM11..MDD£l)OURNAL . SEPTEMBER 2003 



Modeling X-29 Express Box Cars 
There are a number of approaches to 

model ing the PRR's fleet of over I ,  LOO 
X-29 express cars. The easiest approach 
is to use the Red Caboose X-29 p lastic 
kits that were rel e ased in  the l ast three to 
four years. Red Caboose has produced 
versions of the X-29 with both flat ends 
(kit RC7028) and Dreadnaught ends (k i t  
RC7072). Red Caboose has  painted these 
X-29s in e xpress serv i ce "c i rc l e  
keystone" l ettering with a t  l east 1 2  
different car n umbers on each body styl e .  
Both k i ts come w i th either flat three
panel doors or corrugated Youngstown 
doors. Red Caboose has also provided 
extra detail parts for the X-29 express 
cars, i nc luding marker l ight brackets and 
extra rai l ings and grabirons. 

Bui lding the Red Caboose kits i s  
rel atively straightforward. Two o f  the 
chaUenges are: 1 )  getting the marker l ight 
brackets in the COlTect locations and getting 
them to set underneath the ladders, and 2) 
adding aU of the additional grabirons and 
rail ings. While plastic parts are provided, 
substituting brass wire wi l l  work out better 
in the long run. The stilTup steps are very 
fragi le and should  be replaced with brass. 

Modeling Santa Fe Express 
Box Car 

To correct ly  model the e x p ress 
vers ion of the X-29 u s i n g  the  Red 

Caboose model ,  you w i l l  have to modify 
the  brake syste m .  This  i n c l udes 
relocat ing the air reservoir, adding new 
brackets for the triple valve and add i ng 
new brackets for the AB- I -B valve ( i f  the 
car you are mode l i n g  was so equipped).  

Throughout the 1 940s and 1 950s, the 
PRR rebui l t  a l arge number of X-29s w ith 
patch pane ls  a long the l ower si des.  
S u ns h i n e  M ode l s  has prod uced this  
rebui l t  X-29 in  an express version with a 
You ngstown door ( S unshine ki t  26.5) and 
a Creco door (Sunshine kit 26.6).  The 
unique patch panels on these two k i ts add 
variety to a PRR express box car roster. 

A nice addition to any express version 
of the X-29 i s  to add disti nctive PRR 
trucks.  One approach would be to use the 
S u n s h i n e  Mode l s  part TM7 w h i c h  
models  t h e  PRR's 2D-F8 coi I - leaf (right 
side) truck .  Another approach would be 
to i n s tal l B owser's PRR 2D-F 1 2  coi l - l eaf 
( left side) truck ( Bowser part 74 1 90) .  
The 2D-F 1 2  i s  a l so a v a i l a b l e  from 
Sunshine (part TM6). These very unique 
trucks were under a large nu mber of the 
express service X-29s. 

Life-L i ke has produced p last ic  
models of the  50-foot double-door box 
car and the 50-foot double-door box car 
with end doors that can be used to model 
the Santa Fe's  Fe-24 and Fe-29 express 
box cars. The modeler  w i l l  need to add 
steam and signal l i nes to these cars, 

Santa Fe Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Class Date Inside Door 
Built Length Size 

along with marker l ight brackets. The 
Santa Fe used several types of trucks 
under these cars, so the modeler w i l l  
have to consu l t  the reference sources 
l i sted in the fol lowing paragraph . 
Throughout the 1 940s, 1 950s, and the 
early ] 960s, the Santa Fe express box 
cars were painted Santa Fe passenger 
(coach) green w i th gold l ettering.  The 
roof and underbody were both b l ack.  
After 1 965 the express box cars were 
p a i n ted dark gray w i t h  l i ght  gray 
stenci l ing.  Decals for either pain t  scheme 
are avai l able from M icroscale.  

There have been two commercial  
models  available of the Union Pacific 
e xpress box cars. In 1 990, Beaver Creek 
i mported both the B-50-25 and the B -50-
3 1  c l asses. The Beaver Creek cars came 
factory painted in al l three Union Pacific 
paint  schemes:  the C h a l l e nger Gray 
scheme, the two-tone gray Overland 
scheme,  and the post- 1 95 5  Armour 
Ye l low and Harbor M ist Gray paint 
scheme. Overland Mode l s  i m ported a B-
50-25 that was made by Aj i n  i n  Korea 
and came u npainted. U nl ess you can find 
one of the Beaver Creek or Overland 
models,  you w i l l  need to ki t-convert this 
e xpress box car. An excel lent  art ic le on 
k i t-convert ing appears in  Volume 1 5, 
N u mber 3 of The Streamliner which 
came out in  S u mmer 200 l .  

Brakes Original 
Trucks 

4 1 00-4299 200 PSC M  Fe-24 1 2/4] 50-foot 6-inch I S- foot O-inch A B  Barber S 2  

4300-4399 1 0 0  PSCM Fe-24 4 1 -42 50-foot 6-inch I S-foot O-inch A B  B arber S2 

9700-9749 50 AT& S F  Fe-29 I I /5 2  50-foot 6-inch J 5-1'oot 6-inch AB A-3 Ride Control 

Roster Total :  350 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 1 97 cars (4) 

Union Pacific Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Class Date Inside Door Brakes Original 
B uilt Length Size Trucks 

9 1 00-9 1 99 90 U P  B-50-25 8-9/39 40- foot 6-inch 1 2- foot O-inch AB Symington-Gould 

9 1 90-9 1 99 ] 0  U P  B -50-25 1 0/39 40-foot 6-i nch 1 2-foot O-inch AB Tim ken RB 

9200-9209 ( 1 )  1 0  U P  B -50-3 1 2/4 1 40-foot 6-inc h  L ?-foot O-inch AB Barber S-4-L 

92 1 0-92 ] 9 1 0  U P  B-50-3 1 1 2/40 40-foot 6-inch 1 2-foot O-inch AB A l l i ed FC 

9220-9229 1 0  U P  B-50-3 1 1 /4 ]  40-1'oot 6-inch 1 2-foot O-inch AB E lsey 

Roster Total :  1 30 cars 
Roster as of January 1 953: 1 26 cars 
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HO EXPRESS BOX CARS 

--------------- -----��--�---

Mike Spoor and Tom Palmer have recreated the majority of the most common Express 
box cars, including this Pennsylvania Rai lroad car from a Red Caboose kit. 

Road car is a N.J. International 
to-roll import painted and lettered by Lloyd Keyser. 

This 40-foot Great Northern car was built from an I nterMountain kit with only 
steps and signal lines added. 
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Great Northern 
Cars 252 5-2 549 

InterMountain produced this series ofGN 
express box cars as stock 4 1 0  JO ( w i th 1 2  
di fferent car nu mbers) short ly after they 
i ntroduced their  1 2-panel GN box car 
kits. When del i vered in 1 948, these steel 
cars were painted m i neral red (Great 
Northern Rai l way herald)  w i th whi te 
Scotch l i te letteri ng. The I n terMountain 
car comes in  the attractive Pu l l man Green 
scheme that was appl ied to these cars in 
late 1 950 or early 1 95 1  and which l asted 
unt i l  these cars were repainted into the 
orange and green "Loader" scheme 
beginning in  the mid- 1 950s. The letteri ng 
on the model i s  exce l lent.  You w i l l  need 
to add stirrup steps at the door (use A
Line 29000-Style A),  new stirrup steps at 
the four corners ( A-Line 29002-Style C) 
and steam and signal l i nes. A l l  of these 25 
cars came with Superior 7-panel doors, 
u n l i ke the earl ier 25 GN express box cars 
( 2500-2524) which  a l l  had 
You ngstown/Camel doors. In addi tion to 
the 1 2-panel sides, these cars had i nteri m 
i mproved Dreadnaught ends, d iagonal
panel roofs and steel roofwalks. These 
GN express box cars rode on rol ler  
beari ng ASF A3 trucks. Roundhou se 
Products Express Box Car Rol ler Beari ng 
Trucks (stock 02925) w i th Kadee 33-i nch 
wheel sets come the c losest to dupl icat ing 
the prototype trucks. 

Cars 2 600-2649 
Overland Model s  imported the 50-foot 
2600- series express box cars ( stock 
3083) several years ago. Most of the 
model s  came unpai nted, but some were 
d e l i v ered factory pai n ted in E m p i re 
B ui lder green and orange. These cars 
remai ned in the E B  paint  scheme unt i l  
1 967 when perhaps as many as SO of the 
series were repainted Big Sky B l ue.  
These cars featured d iagonal-panel roofs, 
1 4-panel sides, 8-fool Camel doors, 1 /3/3 
Dreadnaught ends, and Ti m ken-ro l ler
beari ng passenger trucks. 

Milwaukee Road Cars 
5047 5-50499 (renumbered to 92 5-947) 

These cars have never been avai l able. 
Rai lway Classics has announced that they 
w i l l  be importing these express box cars 
in 2003. See the Rail way Classics website 
at http://www.Rai l wayCl assics.com for 
more information. 

Milwaukee Road Cars 

950-999 and 300-349 
There have been no plastic or res in k i ts 
made that provide an easy start i n g  point 



for the 1 00 cars i n  these two number 
seri es .  Several  years ago, NJ 
I nternati ona l  i m ported a brass 
M i l waukee Road 50-foot 6-inch rib-side 
s i ngle-door box car. If you can find t h i s  
car, i t  makes a good start ing point for t h e  
M i l waukee express cars. You w i l l  h ave 
to add steam and signal l i nes, marker 
l ight  brackets (Custom Fin ishing B 1 79),  
and an addit ional st irrup step by the door. 
The tackboards also have to be relocated 
to the l e ft of the door. 

When put i nto express serv ice, these 
cars received the H i awatha pai nt  scheme 
then used on passenger cars ( see notes 4 
and 5 above).  The half-page photo on 
page 1 5  o f  R A I LWAY PROTOTYPE 
CYCLOPEDIA 6 has an excel lent photo 
of  express box car 329 that shows the car 
in the 1 950 H i awatha paint scheme. 

Rock Island Cars 
2 0000-20039, 20040-

20049, 20050 and 2 00 5 1  
The easiest  start i ng point  i s  t o  use 
I n terMountai n's 40-foot AAR Modified 
1 0-foot 6-i nch IH box car. Sunshine  
Models  k i t  3 1 . 1 0  can a lso be use d .  The 
brake system on t he I nterMountain car 
w i l l  have to be modi fied to the AB- I - B 
syste m .  For cars 20000-20039,  t h e  
bolsters w i l l  h a v e  to be mod i fi ed to 
accommodate the A l l ied Ful l  Cushion 
trucks.  Add marker I ight brackets 
(Custom Finish i ng B- 1 79) and a Detai l 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder 

2500 G N  

Associates U n iversal power hand brake 
and brake whee l .  Add steam and si gnal 
l i nes. These Rock I s l and express box 
cars were pai nted Pu l l man Gree n .  We 
used Scalecoat I l  Pul l man Gree n .  Decal 
with R I  Express box cars decals from 
S u ns h i ne Models .  

Cars 20070-20084 
We started w i th a Kadee undecorated PS
I ( stock 4000). Replace the door w i th a 
new S uperior 7-panel door from Kadee 
( stock 22 1 1 ) . The Rock I s l and PS- I s 
were early P-S cars, so the rib on each o f  
t h e  end panels o n  t h e  roof h as t o  be 
removed. The dist inct ive d i mples on the  
PS- I car  ends d i d  not  appear u n t i l  after 
the production of  the Rock Is land cars, so 
the six d imples on each end also have to 
be removed. The Rock Is land cars were 
out fi tted w i t h  marker brackets ,  so 
C u stom F i n i s h i ng 1 79 marker l i g h t  
brackets were added t o  each corner. Add 
steam and signal l i nes to the car. These 
Rock I s l and PS- I express box cars were 
a lso pai nted Pul l man green . Decal w i th 
R I  Exp ress box cars decals  fro m 
Sunsh ine  Models. 

Seaboard Cars 700-754 
Duri ng t h e  period 1 943- 1 945, the 

Seaboard rebu i l t  55 of their 1 932 A R A  
b o x  cars i n to e x  press b o x  cars and 
ren u m be red them i nt o  the 700-7 5 4  
series. These cars were orig ina l ly  fre ight  
service box cars i n  the nu mber series 

Great Northern Prototype Roster 

Date Inside Door 
Built Length Size 

1 1 /44 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch 

1 8000- 1 8499. What makes these cars 
unique is the W i ne Company vent i lators 
which were i nstal led on the car side to 
t h e  r ight  of  t h e  6-foot  doors . The 
vent i lators a l l owed these express box 
cars to be used in h igh-speed frui t  service 
between Flori da and northeastern and 
midwestern cities. These cars were also 
used i n  mai l -storage and express serv ice, 
i n c l u d i ng mai l service between 
J ackso nv i l le,  Atlanta and Kansas C ity 
v i a  the SAL, Southern and Frisco. 

The most accu rate model  of t he 
S eaboard 's ex press box cars i s  the 
S u nshine M odels k i t  2 1 .23 .  Red Caboose 
also offered a Seaboard express box car 
paint  job on their  P R R  X-29 box car kit .  
One of  the major drawbacks of  the Red 
Caboose k i t  is that it does not have the 
side venti l ators. The S u nshine kit comes 
w i th the vent i l ators molded i nto the resin 
car sides. I t  also comes with the correct 
Pu l l man lap seam roof and r iveted ends. 
During reb u i ld i ng, these cars received 
Aj ax power hand brakes and Apex Tri
Lok steel ru nn ing boards, a l l  of which 
come in the Sunshine k i t .  Add marker 
l ight brackets ( Precis ion Scale 32550) to 
the fou r  corners. These cars were painted 
P u l l man G reen and were l ettered i n  
D u l u x G o l d  l e tteri n g .  W h en p u t  i n  
ex press serv ice,  a R ai l road Roman 
l etteri ng font was u sed. D uring later 
repaint i ng, some of t hese express cars 
(but not a l l )  would be le t tered in a 
d ist inctive Seaboard font. 

Brakes Original 
Trucks 

A B- l B  A S F A 3  

250 1 -2524 24 G N  8-9/45 40-foot 6- inc h  6-foot O-inch AB- I B  A S F A3 

2525-2549 25 G N  3/48 40- foot O-inch 6-foot O-i nc h  

2600-2649 50 G N  [ 952 50-foot 6-inch 8-foot O-inch 

Roster Total: 1 00 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 98 cars 

. Milwaukee Road Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date RebIt Inside Door 
Built Length Size 

50475-50499 25 CMStP&P 1 2/4 1 50-foot 6-i n c h  6-foot O-inch 

925-947 23 C MS tP&P 1 2/41 6/45 50-foot 6-i nc h  6-foot O-inch 

950-999 50 C MS tP&P 1 949 50-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch 

300-349 50 CMStP&P 1 950 50-foot 6-i nc h  6-foot O-inch 

Roster Total: 1 25 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 1 22 cars 

AB ASF A3 

AB- I B  GSC B X  

Brakes Original 
Trucks 

A B  

A B  GSC B X  

A B  

AB 
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HO EXPRESS BOX CARS 

Mike Spoor used a Sunshine Models kit to recreate 
this replica of the Seaboard 40-foot Express Box. 

Mike Spoor added Custom Finishing B-179 marker light brackets and steam 
and air lines to this Proto 2000 50-foot box car. 
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Burlington Cars 
8000-8299 

M ode l i n g  the  B u r l i ngton 's  40-foot 
express box cars is re lat ive ly  easy. 
S unshine Models k i t  3 1 - 1 7  bui lds up to 
an exact match for the prototype. The 
I n terMountain p lastic k i t  can a lso be 
used. Detai l add i tions i nclude adding 
marker l ight brackets (Custom Finishing 
B- 1 79),  steam and signal  Ijne hoses, and 
A l l ied Ful l  Cushion trucks. A l l  of the 
CB&Q 40-foot express box cars were 
painted Pull man Green. Correct decals 
come w i th the S unshine  k i t .  Jerry 
Hamsmi th a lso sel l s  the correct w h i te 
C B&Q express box car decals i f  you use 
the I n terMountain  box car k i t  as a 
starti ng point.  

Cars 8500-8549 
I n  1 944 the B u r l i ngton needed an 
additional 50 express box cars, so 50 of 
the Class XM-33 50-foot single-door box 
cars were repainted P u l l man Green and 
ren umbered to 8500-8549. These cars 
had been bui l t  at Havelock in August 
1 94 1  as 2 1 300-2 1 349. These cars had an 
i nside height of 1 0  feet 6 i nches and an 
inside width of 9 feet 4 i nches. The doors 
were 8 feet w ide, and the cars had a 
capacity of 4,949 cubic feet. These cars 
were bui l t  in  accordance w i th General 
Draw ing 90292.  These cars had 
rectang u l ar panel  roofs, 2-piece 
Dreadnaught  ends, 8-foot Camel 
corrugated doors and straight s idesi l l s . 
They rode on A l l ied Fu l l  Cushion trucks. 

Unl ike the 40-foot express box cars 
that quickly found their way back into 
freight service on the arrival of the troop 
kitchens, the 50-foot express box cars 
wou l d  stay in express service unti l 1 95 3  
when al l b u t  eight cars were fitted with 
"DF" load devices and transferred back 
to freight service. It has been determined 
that they did not get their original 1 94 1  
numbers back u pon being put  back i n  
freight  serv ice,  but rece i ved n ew 
numbers that were randomly assigned in 
the same original 2 1 300-2 1 349 series. 
The eight cars that stayed in express 
service were nu mbered as fol l ows: 8503, 
8506, 8508, 85 1 2, 8527, 8533, 8535 and 
8542. S i x  of these were sti l l  l i sted i n  the 
January 1 96 1  OFFIC I A L  R E G I STER 
OF PAS SENGER TRAI N  EQUI PMENT 
as act ive express box cars. The 1 966 
OFFICIAL REGISTER does not i n c l ude 
any L i ne i tem for the 8500-series express 
box cars. 
Modeling the B url i ngton's 50-foot 8500-
series express box cars is  relatively easy. 
The starting point is  the 50-foot single
door box car produced by Life-Like in 
their Proto 2000 series. This kit is  an exact 



match for the CB&Q Class XM-33 box 
cars. There are only a few detail changes 
to make. Add marker l ight brackets 
(Custom Finishing B- 1 79) on each corner. 
The prototype used A l l ied Ful l  Cush ion  
trucks as  long as  the  cars were i n  express 
service. Add a steam l ine and a signal l ine  
with either plastic or brass detai l  parts. 
The car is painted Pul l man Green and the 
lettering is white .  Decals are avai lable 
from JetTY Hamsmith.  

Southern Pacific Cars 
5 700-5749 

The Southern Pacific Class B -50-24 40-
foot box cars were bui l t  by Mt.  Vernon i n  
October 1 946 as a group of 500 cars . 
Somewhat u n usual for the t ime was that 
the SP cars were b u i l t  in 1 946 w i th a 1 0-
foot O-inch i n s i de height that dated back 
to a 1 937 design. Of the 500 B -50-24s, 
a l l  but 50 cars were painted b lack and 
p l aced in overnight merchandise serv i ce.  
Fi fty cars went d i rectly i nto express 
service where they were painted in SP 
dark o l i ve green w i th D u l u x  G o l d  
l ettering.  These cars had ACR (A lternate 
Center R i vet) sides, welded underframes, 
1 2-panel  i mproved M urphy roofs, 6-foot 
Youngstown Camel  d oo rs, i mproved 
Dreadnaught ends and postwar Morton 
steel running boards. 

Two models of the SP steel B-50-24 
express box cars are ava i lable. Sunshine 
M odels k i t  32.3 i s  an exact model of the 
SP steel express box cars. Red Caboose 
also has their kit RC-8050 avai lable that 
models the SP ex press box car. The Red 
Caboose k i t  comes with several different 
n umbers and comes l ettered for both a 
generic  S P  express box c ar and as 
assigned to N YC-Cali fornia Service.  

The modeler needs to be careful when 
putting trucks on these SP express box 
cars. When del i vered they came on ASF 
A-3 r ide  control trucks. Some of the cars 
recei ved A l l ied Fu l l  Cush i on trucks 
between 1 947 and 1 950. I n  1 950 the ASF 
A-3 trucks were re- instal led.  In 1 953-
1 954 about half of the 50 cars recei ved 
GSC BX h i gh-speed trucks. 

Atlantic Coast Line Cars 
1 8 50- 1 899 

The Atlantic Coast Line had the fourth 
largest group of steel-sided rebui lds of  
US RA double-sheathed box cars i n  the  
country. B egi n n i ng in  1 937 the ACL 
began a rebui lding program for these cars. 
The old wood sides were replaced with 8-
panel  steel sides. The origi nal M urphy 
5/5/5 ends and wood roofs were retained.  

Li ke many rai l roads i n  the early years 
of World War I I , the Atlantic Coast L ine  

saw a dramatic increase i n  head-end 
busi ness, so during 1 942- 1 943 the ACL 
converted 50 of i ts C lass 0- 1 4-B steel
si ded rebu i l t  vent i l ated box cars to 
express box cars. A venti lator was added 
to the left of each door and two small  
vent i lators were added i n  each end, one 
above the  other. These cars were 
equi pped with steam and signal l i nes, 
add i t iona l  hand h olds,  marker l i g h t  
brackets, e n d  buffer plates, a n d  Al l i ed 
F u l l  Cushion trucks. The trucks were 
repl aced w i t h  A A R  cast B ettendorf 
trucks i n  the late 1 940s. They were used 
p r i m ar i l y  to de l i ver Florida c i trus 
produce, berries, and vegetables to 
northeastern markets. They were painted 
P u l l man Green with whi te lettering. 

The roster of acti ve ACL express box 
cars remained at 48 cars throughout the 
1 950s. By 1 96 1  there were only 33 cars 
l e ft in express serv ice .  The roster 
dwindled to only one car, number 1 854, 
by M arch 1 965. I t  woul d  survive and 
become SCL 4868 at the t ime of the 
ACL/SAL merger. 

The on ly  model  t hat h as been 
manufactured of the ACL express box 
car is S unsh i n e  M odels k i t  3 . 3 .  This k i t  
was only produced i n  l i mi ted n umbers 
(50 kits were made) and has l ong been 
out of stock at Sunshine.  

Missouri Pacific Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date RebIt Inside Door B rakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

86 1 50-86 1 74 25 AC&F 1 2/4 1 1 942 50-foot 6-inch I S-foot O-inch AB- I -B All i ed FC 

88300-88324 25 AC&F 1 2/4 1 1 942 50-foot 6-inch I S-foot O-inch A B- I - B A l l ie d  FC 

4300-4324 25 AC&F 1 2/58 50-foot 6-inch I S-foot O-inch AB- 1 -B GSC B X  

4325-4349 25 AC&F 1 2/58 50-foot 6-inch I S-foot O-i nch AB- l -B GSC BX 

1 700- 1 724 25 PSCM 1 1 /37 1 946 40-foot 6-i nc h  6-fool O-i nch AB- 1 B  ASF A-3 

Roster Total : 75 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 75 cars 

Rock Island Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date Reblt Inside Door Brakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

20000-20039 40 Pressed S teel  1 2/4 1 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch A B - l B  A l l ie d  FC 

20040-20049 10 Pressed Steel 1 94 1  40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch A B- I B  B arber S- J -L 

20050 I Pressed Steel 1 94 1  1 943 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch A B- I B  Zimco 

2005 1 1 Pressed Steel 1 94 1  1 943 40-1'oot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch Tim ken I B  

20060-20069 1 0  M t .  Vernon 2/45 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nch A B- 1 B  B arber S-4-L 

20070-20084 1 5  Pul l man 6-8/48 1 95 3  40-foot 6-i nc h  6-foot O-inch AB ASF A-3 

Roster Total :  7 7  cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 60 cars 
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HO EXPRESS BOX CARS 

This ACL model is a Sunshine Models kit, assembled, detailed with air and signal l ines, painted, and decaled by Tom Palmer. 

Lloyd Keyser's 50-foot C&NW box car is a Proto 2000 kit with full underbody details. 

CStPM&O Cars 20000-20048 
ACF b u i l t  700 40-foot box cars 
n u mbered 20000-2 1 398 for C & N W  
subsidiary CStPM&O during October
November 1 94 1 ,  with the first 25 cars 
bu i l t  spec i fica l l y  for express serv ice 
(20000-20048 even numbers only).  The 
design was the mod ified 1 937 AAR car. 
A l l  cars i n  th is  series had V i k i n g  
corrugated roofs. Origi nal  equipment on 

the express box cars inc l uded Superior 7-
panel doors, 8-rung side ladders, U reco 
hand brakes, Gypsum running boards 
and A l l ied Fu l l -Cushion trucks.  The 
A l l ied Ful l  Cushion trucks were repl aced 
with Commonwealth equa l i zed trucks 
between 1 946 and 1 952.  Letteri n g  
features the "Route of the 400" slogan o n  
both s i des.  The word "Fleet" is  not 
i nc luded. Report i ng marks are "CM O" 

and the word "EX PR ESS" is stenci led to 
the left of the door opening .  

The I nterMou n tai n 40-foot box car  is  
the  correct model . Add steam and signal 
l i nes to the ki t ,  as wel l  as marker l ight 
brackets ( C u stom Fi n i s h i ng B- 1 79) .  
Change out the  doors that  come with the 
kit and i nstal l a 7-panel S u perior door. 
The correct Viking roof is avai l able from 
Des Pla ines H obbies. The cross bearers 
c losest to the trLlck bolsters need to be 
moved a scale 6 i nches toward the center 
of the car. This w i l l  a l low the trucks to 
swing freely. Replace the exist ing brake 
sy stem w i th a UC passenger brake 
system and mod i fy to represent an LN 
brake system . The C&NW actual ly d id  
t h i s  d ur i n g  1 950- 1 95 1  when they 
removed th is  hardware from older  
wooden mi lk  cars. These cars  were 
pai nted Pu l l man G reen with  b l ack 
u nderbodies. Letteri ng w as gold.  You 
can use Champ decal set HC-22. Lloyd 
Keyser a lso sel l s  a decal set that was 
printed by Rail Graphics for these cars. 

C&NW Cars 68000-68048 
The only way to model these CN&W 
cars i s  to u ndertake a maj o r  k i t
conversion project. Lloyd Keyser has 
successfu l l y  created these cars i n  H O  
scal e  by start ing with the Life-Like Proto 
2000 50-foot 6-inch si ngle-door box car 

Seaboard Air Line Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder 

700-754 ( 1 )  55 PSC M  

Roster Total: 5 5  cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 54 cars 
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Date 
Built 

1 937 

Inside 
Length 

40-foot 6-i nch 

Door 
Size 

6-foot O-i nch 

Brakes 

AB- I -B 

Original 
Trucks 

Buckeye C R  



Burlington Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date Inside Door Brakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

8000-8049 50 CB&Q 1 2/40 40-foot 6-i nch 6-foot O-inch AB Al l ied FC 

8 1 00-8 1 99 1 00 CB&Q 1 0- 1 1 /44 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-in c h  A B  A l l i ed FC 

8200-8299 1 00 C B &Q 8/44 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch AB ASF A3 

8500-8549 50 CB&Q 8/4 1 50-foot 6-inch 8-foot O-in ch A B  A l lied FC 

Roster Total :  300 cars 
Roster as of January 1 953 : 50 cars 

Southern Pacific Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date Inside Door Brakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

5900-5924 25 Various 1 925- 1 928 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nc h  A B  A l l i ed FC 

5800-5874 75 Variolls 1 925- 1 928 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch AB A l l ied FC 

5700-5749 50 M t .  Vernon 1 0/46 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nch AB ASF A-3 

Roster Total :  1 49 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 50 cars 

Atlantic Coast Line Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder Date Inside Door Brakes Original 
Built Length Size Trucks 

1 850- 1 899 50 AC&F 2/ 1 9  40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-inch AB A l l ied FC 

Roster Total: 50 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 48 cars 

Chicago Ii North Western Prototype Roster and 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis Ii Omaha Prototype Roster 

Car Numbers Qty. Builder 

68000-68048 25 PSCM 

20000-20048 25 AC&F 

Roster Total: 50 cars 
Roster as of January 1953: 48 cars 

k i t .  Replace the roof wi th  two Des 
Pla i nes Vi k i n g  roofs that have been 
spl iced together to create the 50-foot roof 
needed for th is  car. The car sides need to 
be mod i fied by replacing the s ide panels 
on each side of the door and i nstal l i ng a 
new 6-foot Youngstown door. A new 
s i d es i l l  must  be scratch b u i l t .  Use a 
Kadee roofwalk to dupl icate the Apex 
Tri - Iock ru n n i n g  board . Again,  the 
underframe needs to be modifi ed by 

Date 
Built 

Reblt Inside 
Length 

Door 
Size 

Brakes Original 
Trucks 

9/4 1 1 1 /4 1  50-foot 6-i nch 6-foot O- inch AB/LN A l l ied FC 

1 2/4 1 2/47 40-foot 6-inch 6-foot O-i nch AB/LN A l l iecJ FC 

moving the cross bearers c losest to the 
truck bolster 6 inches toward the center 
of the car. As was the  case w i t h  
C S t P M & O  40- foot cars, t h e  ori g i n a l  
A l l ied Fu l l  Cush ion trucks were replaced 
between 1 95 1  and 1 95 3  w i t h  
Com monwealth equal ized trucks and a 
LN passenger a ir  brake system was 
instal led after be ing removed from the 
wooden m i l k  cars .  These cars were 
pa in ted Pu l l man green w i th b l ack 

u nderbod ies.  Lettering was gold. You 
can use Champ decal set HC-22. L loyd 
Keyser also sel l s  a decal set that was 
printed by Rai l Graph ics for these cars. 

RMJ 
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