TRACK, TOO, IS A MODEL

Your track can be as realistic as the locomotives and cars that use it

with these simple steps

By Bill Wright

MOST OF THE TRACK used by
model railroaders is designed to be
portable; to be taken-up and put-
down countless times. When you
finally do decide to build that perma-
nent (or portable) model railroad
layout on its own table, your track
can remain in place. That’s the time
to add ballast and other details that
will make your track look as solid
and as much a part of the ground as
the track does on the real railroads.
The process is easy enough; you can
probably detail a foot of track every
five-minutes once you have all the
materials together.

The track we've shown in most of
the photos happens to be Lionel’s
three-rail toy train track. We chose
Lionel for two reasons; to illustrate
(as with the trackwork on Bert Blan-
ton’s layout in this issue) that Lionel
trains can be used just as well as HO
trains to make true model railroads.
We also wanted to show just how
much difference ties, ballast and
weathering paints can make even
with Lionel track.

The real railroads use loose rocks,
cinders or even dirt to hold their
track in place. That track-binding
material has become’synonymous
with the word ‘’ballast.’” The word
has two meanings; something that
holds or steadies another object and
it is the word used to describe the
stuff that railroads use to hold their
tracks down. It doesn’t work that
way at all on a model railroad. The
track must be held down with
screws (if it’s Lionel), small nails (if
it's sectional HO scale track) or with
scale-diameter (but extra-long)
spikes. The ballast is merely applied
to match the appearance of the
prototype track. Do not be tempted
to just sprinkle loose ballast between
the ties of your model railroad. The
loose granules will work their way into
the locomotives’ gears and into the
moving parts of the turnouts (the track
switches). If you are going to use
ballast at all, then you must be willing
to glue it down permanently.

You won’t need additional ties for
HO scale track. The ones for O scale
track can be cut quickly and easily
from model airplane balsa wood. Use
3/32x1/2-inch balsa. You can cut
the wood quickly with a single edge
razor blade or with a hobby knife.
Northwest Short Line’s ‘‘Chopper’’
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tool is designed to hold a single-edge
razor blade. The machine works
something like a paper cutter.
Adjustable plates on the cutting
board can be set so you can chop
ties to length about as quickly as you
can move the handle up and down.

the ballast glued down firmly while

still retaining that “’loose’’ look. The
roadbed beneath the track should be
painted so the surface is sealed. The
ballast is applied after the track is in
place. Spread the ballast evenly be-

tween the ties and make a clean and

Ready-cut ties are available for N,
HO, S and O scales as well as most
narrow gauges. The longer-length
ties needed for turnouts and cross-,
ings must be cut from stripwood,
however. The NWSL Chopper is just
the tool.

There are a few tricks to getting

The materials you'll need to make
Lionel track look more realistic include
gravel or ballast from Life-Like, small
screws from Life-Like to attach the
track firmly to the table, 3/32x1/2-inch
balsa wood strips for the additional
ties, brown and black leather dye to
color or stain the ties and white glue to
hold the ties and ballast in place.




The NorthWest Short Line ‘‘Chopper’’
is a $9.95 tool that makes quick work
out of cutting ties for Lionel track (and
turn out ties for any size track). Set
the adjustable plates for the length of
cut you want and chop down on the
wood with the razor blade that is
clamped to the handle. You can cut the
ties almost as quickly as you can move
the handle.

Coat the roadbed beneath the track
with paint and, when it is dry, apply a
coat of white glue followed by the
track itself. The ballast can be added
after the white glue holding the track
is dry or you can apply it immediately.

The ballast is held in place with a mix-
ture of white glue or artist’'s matte
medium and water as described in the
text. When the glue is dry, carefully
scrape away any grains of ballast that
may adher}e to the sides of the rails.
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We painted the center rail of this
Lionel track flat black to help disguise
it. Don’t worry about getting paint on
the top of the rail, it can be removed
easily after the paint is dry.

The outside rails are painted with Flo-
quil's Boxcar Red; a color very close to
the rust color of real steel rail. Again,
don't worry about getting it on the
tops of the rails.
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even edge just off the ends of the
ties. When you're satisfied with the
appearance of the ballast, spray the
track and ballast with a fine mist of
water mixed with a few drops of
detergent. The detergent acts as a
wetting agent to help the water soak
into the ballast rather than float or
bubble on top. Next, apply a mixture
of half water and half white glue,
again, with a drop or two of
detergent mixed in. You can use an
eye dropper to get the glue where
you want it but DO NOT allow the
eye dropper to touch the ballast or
track. Spray the track one more time

with the water and detergent mix.

The best spray devices for the
application of the water and deter-
gent are the hair spray pump bottles
sold by women’s hair care stores and
some drug stores and supermarkets.
Many modelers prefer to substitute
an Artist’s product called Liquid
Matte Medium for the white glue. Li-
quitex is one brand but your local art
supply store may have another. The
matte medium dries to a rubbery
consistency that does not transmit
as much train noise as white glue.
The matted medium will also tear
when you push a paint spatula
through it. You can work the paint

spatula beneath the track to move it
if you do want to relocate the track
at some future time.

The final steps in modeling real
railraod track are to apply paint to
simulate the effects of age and wear.
The sides of the rails should be
painted a rust color like Floquil’s Box-
car Red. Spray the entire area with a
color to match the (yet-to-come) sur-
rounding scenery. Just spray a fog-
like mist to give the effect of rain-
washed dust. When the paint is dry,
scrape off any that might have
reached the tops or inside edges of
the rails with a track-cleaning eraser.
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Spray the track, the ties and the
ballast with just a misted-on coat of
brown, reddish brown or biege (to
match the scenery that will later be
beside the track). This will also help
hide the center rail.

Scrub the tops of all three rails with
one of the track-cleaning erasers like a
Walthers’ *‘Bright Boy'’ or Life-Like's
Track Cleaner to remove the paint.

The model track, using Lionel's ‘‘toy"’
train track, looks far closer to life-
size railroad track with the addition of
the extra ties, ballast and weathering
colors.

The same track-modeling procedures
can be used with HO scale sectional
track (except that no extra ties are
needed). This section of track (top) is
almost buried in ballast and dirt; just
as it would be on an industrial siding.



