Add-on for your engine house
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When I built my small four-stall engine house, I planned
to have a concrete floor but really didn’t know how to go about
achieving this with any hope of a realistic outcome. After ponder-
ing various options for a while, I came up with the simple solution
that I am sharing here in the hope it may be of use to some fellow

hobbyists.

I was using Atlas track, so I placed the track exactly where I
wanted it to be and then fastened it down. The following three

steps, as described, are illustrated in Photo 1.

Step 1: Measure the distance between the inside ends of the
ties and cut a piece of 3/8” plywood to fit. This piece is then glued

into place.
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Step 2: Make a paper template to fit snugly from rail to rail
(track to track) and, using that template as a guide, cut a 1/32"
piece of basswood to fit. That piece is then glued to the top of the
previously installed plywood. Done correctly, this will fit right
under the top of the rail when using Adlas track. Other brands
may require basswood that is either thicker or thinner to achieve
the desired result.

Step 3: Glue a piece of basswood between the track rails
adjacent to the center rail. This will leave just enough wheel
flange clearance space next to the outer rail. This clearance space
is necessary to prevent the wheels of engines or rolling stock from
riding up and off the rails and possibly losing electrical contact.
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When all was in place, I drew expan-
sion joints in the concrete and painted
the wood my favorite concrete color,
which consists of five parts Americana
Slate Gray, five parts white, and two parts
Apple Barrel Sandstone (Photo 2).

When the paint was dry, I mixed
a fairly thin wash of black and spread
it along the tracks and throughout the
walkway to simulate stains. I then took
some gloss black paint and dabbed
random areas along the track to simulate
spilled oil (Photo 3).

Finally, I bought some workshop
benches and equipment from Model
Tech Studios and set up an interior
(Photos 4 and 5). Obviously, there are
many ways the interior of a structure like
this can be detailed to suit the individual
hobbyist’s tastes.

This is a simple and inexpensive
project that will enhance the appearance
of just about any roundhouse or engine
shed. Best of all, it encourages adding
more detail to the interiors of these very
distinctive structures, and that is always
a good idea. &



Law office clients expect and deserve well-maintained sidewalks around the building.

STEP ON A CRACK

Article and Photos by David Ross

Given the proliferation of nicely detailed and ready-to-use
or easy-to-assemble O scale buildings from Downtown Deco,
Menards, River Leaf Models, Woodland Scenics, and various
others, it is fairly easy to populate a city block with great-looking
buildings. There are also some great lighting options to bring these
buildings to life at night. The problem is a lack of a scale-size,
detailed, easy-to-use, and quick-to-construct sidewalk that can
bring everything together in developing villages, towns, and cities.

In the past I experimented with different ways to fill this void.
Of those, the best idea I ran across was to carve sidewalks out of
MDF board and paint it to look like sidewalks. This produced a
good result but had several drawbacks. MDF requires tools to cut
it, and you need a mask for the dust. It is also hard to carve, so
producing a satisfactory or convincing result takes time. Finally,

it is hard to do corners that slope down. That requires copious
amounts of sanding, and I hate sanding!

What I came up with as a replacement was a foam product
that I found at my local Dollar Tree store. I looked for 20"x
30" Readi-Board Foam Boards. The foam is white, sandwiched
between either white or black paper on both sides, and cheap. It is
the same material used to make poster boards for school projects.
The foam is easy to cut with a hobby knife and is three-dimen-
sional. With just a very little bit of sanding, I made those curved
corners slope right down to my street.

Here is the process to use. Remove the attached paper “crust”
from the white foam. Either try to carefully peel off the paper or
soak the foam in water. When I soak the foam, the paper peels
right off very easily. It is now ready to use. Lay out the sidewalk
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Readi-Board Foam Boards can be found at a Dollar Tree
store, or other such stores.

-

Materials for this project are readily available and
inexpensive.

Foam hoard is easy to carve and shape.

and cut the foam to size with a hobby
knife. Now scribe squares onto the side-
walk with a dull instrument and just a very
litle bit of pressure. I use the back side of
scissors to do this, resulting in grooves that
are just about the right size.

I make my sidewalk squares approx-
imately 1”x 17, which is an ideal size for
my O gauge layout. Foam is truly three-di-
mensional. You can easily put in cracks
and imperfections as you see fit. A few
seconds of sanding on the corner pieces

The paper “crust” should be peeled off the foam board.

and your sidewalk is sloped and ready for
use by pedestrians.

Foam also takes craft paints well. I
paint mine with a mixture of two or three
colors. I start with a very light yellow/tan
color and add in a dirty gray/brown. If I
want to warm up the color, I add spots of
tan in a second layer while the first layer is
still wet so I can blend it all together. The
results are, I believe, pretty convincing, and
I can have a sidewalk built in 15 minutes or

less. Try it. I think you'll like it. &
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Properly done, sidewalks should provide easy access for
foot and wheelchair traffic.
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This entrance to the bus depot garage provides an
example of the degree of realism possible.

Paint and weathering result in realistic sidewalks that
are cheap and easy to make.



