
Railway Post Office

Comments, suggestions, and additional information on Model Railroader articles and departments are 
welcome in this column. Every comment will be read, but not all can be printed or answered. Make your 
statement in 300 words or less, and send it to Railway Post Office, Model Railroader magazine, 
P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187, or e-mail editor@modelrailroader.com. Please include your 
name, city, and state.

Another fan of less is more

Your reader Bill Dillon of Fincastle, Va., 
is spot on (Railway Post Office, June). Big 
layouts are “hard to relate to.” Home 
ownership struggles will lead to apart-
ment- or condo-sized roads dominating.

I wager “small” is not what most peo-
ple think when they hear the term 
“model railroad.” A rebrand of the hobby 
along the lines of “Railroad Diorama 
Modeling” is the way to go.

Each time a small railroad appears in 
the pages of MR, I’m inspired by its sim-
plicity and creativity. A massive layout is 
too big, too brain-numbing, and too 
hard to build. For me, small is more fun!

Mark Rees, Toronto, Ont.

Useful information

I’d like to thank Model Railroader for 
the “Diesel Locomotives by Generation” 
article in the April 2024 edition.

My Quail Valley RR is a freelanced 
railroad based in Southern California in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. It’s small, 
but I have a lot of diesels — a great mix 
of General Electric and Electro-Motive 
Division units, along with an Alco  
PA/PB set.

It was nice to read that article and see 
that all of my motive power actually fits 
in my era. Now I no longer wonder “Gee, 
does that locomotive belong on my lay-
out?” Now I know that they do.

Anton R. Bruce Sr. 

Conducted by Steven Otte

A good idea from an April fool
An ugly incident left a nasty hole on the Bunker Hill (W.Va.) Train Club’s lay-
out. What was particularly bothersome to me was that this section was one of 
the first things visitors would see. After some thought, I remembered an April 
issue of Model Railroader that showed a diorama built by one Nomar Tyson-
Rales (“Say hello to NOtrak,” MR News, April 2002). 

I thought that a scene such as this, featuring a railroad right-of-way that 
had been converted to a bike trail, was precisely what could replace the dam-
aged part of the layout. The club members seem to like it.

Duff Means

When an accident left a hole in the scenery on the Bunker Hill (W.Va.) Train 
Club’s layout, club member Duff Means filled the gap with a bicycle trail, 
inspired by an MR April Fool’s article. Duff Means photo
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YankeeDabbler.com
Thank you for making YankeeDabbler your favorite hobby store!

Check out our complete train store!
Repairs and decoders installed.  

N, HO, S, O, G
Authorized Dealer: 

Digitrax, ESU-LokSound,  
NCE, Soundtraxx, TCS

   (856) 312-8084

www.yankeedabbler.com

101 W. Kings Hwy., 
Bellmawr, NJ 08031
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