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Paper products for realistic roads

1. I did this road using Woodland Scenics Smooth-It and Pav-
ing Tape. There are many ways to make roads on your layout. 
Some products are available commercially with step by step 
instructions. However, some of these products can be expen-
sive, messy, and time-consuming. I’ve tried several methods, 
have had good luck with them all, and most of them give you 
pretty much the same effect.  

I have also used AK Terrains Asphalt. This is already colored black 
and looks very realistic when done but can be pricey if you have 
a lot of roads to build. Story and photos by Campbell Rice
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2. I like to use watercolor paper,  found at many hobby stores. 
This is a simple, quick, and cost effective way to achieve realistic 
paved surfaces. 
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3. I start by deciding what size of road I will be making. Here 
is the road beside my house, a simple basic country road, 21 
feet edge to edge. 

4. I take a sheet of watercolor paper and, using my HO scale 
ruler, I measure out my road and cut it out. I then apply a coat 
of primer gray from a rattle can. Once that is dry I give it quick 
sprays of white, beige, and brown. I hold the can away from the 
road and let it dry fall onto the surface. This gives the pavement 
the look of aggregate mixed in with the asphalt.
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5. Once it has time to completely dry I take a rag and 91% 
alcohol and rub up and down the road in the direction vehicles 
would travel. I find this adds to the weathering effect of a high 
traffic road.

6. Now it’s time to add striping to your road. You can use 
white and yellow paint to create your lines if you desire but 
I like to use a product from a company called Highways and 
Byways. Their dry transfer striping and lettering saves me the 
time of doing all the masking to paint the lines.
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7. Once my lines are down, I will come in with some weather-
ing powders and give it a little extra dirt. Be sure to apply your 
weathering in the same direction vehicles would be traveling 
down the road. 

8. Now it’s time to add the small details which really give your 
roads that lifelike look. As the asphalt cracks, workers come in 
and apply a tar substance to seal and help prolong the road. 
These show up as black lines over the road like cobwebs. I use 
a fine tip pen called a Gelly Roll by Sakura to make these lines. 
Remember you will want to keep these to scale, so an ordinary 
Sharpie does not work the best for these lines.
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9. If you’re doing a downtown area and want to have sidewalks, 
I like using basswood. I always coat it with Mod-Podge so that 
once it’s painted you don’t see wood grain and it gives it that 
rough concrete look.  After my Mod-Podge has dried I use a tan 
color from a rattle can give it its color. 

10. Cut your lines in the sidewalk with a hobby knife and give it 
a quick dusting with weathering powders. Be sure to seal it all in 
with a clear matte coat.

INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTSREGISTER
(free)

MRHMAG.COM



What’s Neat | 8

11. Then you can place your curbs alongside the road at the 
desired location. File down the corners and the sloped area 
for your handicap access, depending on the era you model. 
The great thing about this technique is it allows you to prac-
tice it before you put it on your layout. 

Have some fun and get to road building.
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