FAUX BALLAST
Durable modular solutions

By Walter Horlacher

I’'m not the first to touch on the subject of Faux Ballast, but this is something that I have used with the
Southeastern Florida O Scalers with much success, and I would like to share this with you. According to
Merriam Webster; Faux is a French word meaning false, artificial or imitation. The masonry definition of “faux
brick and stone” is; affordable, easy and lightweight, you won’t be able to tell the difference. Easy and
lightweight are key to our modular railroad application and certainly affordable when compared to the cost of
ballast, who knows, the money you save could go towards a piece of equipment or two. So let’s get going and
follow these six easy steps to Faux ballast and see if it’s just what your railroad needs to move things along.
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STEP 1

Liberally apply white
glue to the back side of
cork roadbed.

Nail down cork
roadbed and place
weight on roadbed.

Wipe away excess
glue with a damp
sponge or rag.




STEP 2

Apply latex caulk to
all seams.

Work latex caulk into all gaps with
your finger.

Wipe away excess caulk with a
damp sponge or rag.

DO NOT SKIP STEP 2
No matter how tight your seams

appear, they will show up in the
final finish, trust me.
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STEP 3 Above

Use a sanding block to remove cork flashing
from the edge of your roadbed, don’t forget to
do the top surface as well.

STEP 4 Left

Prime and seal your cork roadbed with flat
latex paint, I just used what was handy ...
DON'’T.

In hindsight use a color similar in color to
your ballast i.e. gray or brown to avoid an
additional coat of Krylon®©.



STEP 5

Apply Krylon Make it Stone © by applying
two light coats allowing drying time between
coats.

STEP 6
Mask off the rail and apply a thin coat of oil to the
top of the railhead. Airbrush rails with your
favorite blend of paint, I use a mixture of 50/50
Grimy Black and Box Car Red. Wipe immediately
after painting..
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And there you have it, a durable, affordable and esthetically
pleasing alternative to conventional ballast for your modular. But it’s
not just limited to modular applications, what about that unsettled track
plan on your new layout? This gives you tremendous flexibility to alter
your track plan or to adjust an easement. Now here is where faux
ballast really could come into play. Anybody that has done ballast
work knows how tedious and time consuming this process can be
especially on a very large pike, you may never completely finish, don’t
laugh!

I have seen plenty of unfinished pike go to the grave with their
owner. If you apply faux ballast first, and then in time ballast your
layout, at least the balance of unfinished aggregate ballast has an
esthetically pleasing appearance, in fact in those distant and hard to see
or reach places, faux ballast may be the only thing you really need to
do. Think about it.

MADE TO NMRA MODULAR

STANDARDS

e Eliminated ALL bridge tracks.

Makes for a quicker modular
set-up. For precise alighment
simply unfasten track from
Faux roadbed by removing a
few nails from a crosstie,
realign the track and replace
track nail.

e Replaced TRW Cinch Jones

plugs with standard automotive
trailer plugs . These are
durable prewired plugs and
can be purchase as a trailer
wiring Kit, complete with 25’ of
wire, suitcase connectors and
hardware, all for half the cost
of a pair of TRW plugs.

e Lowered modular height to 36”

This to accommodate easier
viewing for individuals with

disabilities and children. Yes
children, they like trains too.

e Replaced standard 1/4 x 20

leg hex head bolts with 1/4 x
20 eyelet bolts . This
eliminates the need for a
wrench to make height
adjustments, simply reach
down and turn eyelet by hand.

e ELIMINATE GEOMETRIC

BENCHWORK DESIGN AND
BACKDROPS . Reduced weight
and bulk which allows for a

one man set up, and stacks
easily for transport. All
modules are 11 -3/4” and 15 -
3/4’ in width, made to fit a
standard shelf bracket allowing
the module to be used as
display self as well.



