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4  CHAPTER 1: COMPOSITION, LIGHTING, AND POSING: SOME TRIED-AND-TRUE ADVICE

The illustration shown in Figure 1.2 shows the differences between images composed
with and without using the rule of thirds. Notice how both portrait and nature shots
improve when this rule is applied.

When using the rule of thirds, it doesn’t matter on which of the lines you choose to set your
visual focus point. Use any of the four lines or four points (where the lines intersect). Your

photos will improve.

Simplify Your Background

One of a photographer’s biggest goofs is to allow the background to be too cluttered with
objects and people. Busy backgrounds distract the eye from your main subject, drawing
attention away from what you should really be looking at. Contrast the pictures in Figures 1.3
and 1.4. See how the picture works better with less happening in the background?

Figure 1.2

The rule of thirds
will improve your
shots.

Composed without using the rule of thirds, Positioning the eyes on the top line improves

a picture is not visually interesting. the picture.

The horizon rests directly in the middle By shifting the horizon down to the bottom
of the picture. line, the rule of thirds improves the picture.
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ComPOSE YOUR SHOT WITH CARE 5

Figure 1.3

A complicated back-
ground detracts
from your portrait.

Figure 1.4

A simple back-
ground allows your
picture to emphasize
your subject.




