Welcome to Autumn 1962

The Meridian Central is a believable "could have been" alternate history railroad, intended for intermediate model railroad
or simulator scenario creators. All specified dimensions are only approximates, as the numbers have been rounded off to
allow easier track and building construction within a simulator. The fictional MC was designed to have been a plausible
reality. It follows terrain visible on a real world map, and incorporates used bridges and rolling stock that actually existed.
Because the describe external events or oddities are based upon researched real world timelines, situations, and availability,
premises presented in this document should not be treated as convenient fabrications, but as exploited historical facts.

Please note that this document, being intended for modeling/simulating, makes little mention of the MC companies funding
structure, regulatory compliance, political machinations, or environmental impact. These are however inferred as being
resolved, due to the historical precedent of similar projects in the real world achieving a successful resolution of them.
Although story elements have been scattered within this document, they are for inspirational atmosphere purposes only.

The Meridian Central follows a north-south path through the Kansas State counties of Johnson, Miami, and Linn. The
Meridian Central is clearly divided into two distinct segments. North of the Blue River the railroad is primarily a over-
provisioned but lightly loaded commuter service, with freight being mostly just cargo transfer. High frequency is a deliberate
choice, as the MC comprehends that frequency is not a luxury, but the foundation of ridership. The tracks south of the Blue
River are primarily local freight, and most importantly a quicker time Kansas City congestion bypass line for Missouri Pacific
time sensitive rail traffic traveling east/west from Rich Hill Missouri to Paola Kansas (yes, these are real place names).

Total track distance measured out at exactly 59 miles through rolling prairie and bottomland, with two significant bridged
river crossings. All track was laid in the late 1950s, with well ballasted 115 Ib rail to class-3 track standards (although MC
trains often operate at lower speeds than the track supports). Average prairie terrain grade is ~0.6%.

The owners view the Meridian Central primarily as: 1= a utility corridor (an ongoing income stream and the reason for the
MC’s uncompromising straight-line routing); 2= a freight bypass (born from the flood and essential for positioning the MC as
a serious regional player); 3= a real estate venture (whose leasing activity funds the MC’s more ambitious ideas); and 4=a
passenger railroad (the public-facing component that generates goodwill, favorable financing, and political opportunity).
Each lower priority exists to support the one above it, making the Meridian Central, in practice, a utility corridor disguised as
a railroad, financed by real estate, and legitimized by passenger service.

During railroad construction, the suburbs of the Kansas City metro area were marching rapidly southward around the
Meridian Central, so the land acquisition timeline was calibrated to allow the MC to believably acquire land ownership ahead
of the real life Overland Park sprawl. Although MC construction appears to have proceeded at an unrealistically fast pace, it
should be noted the owners were war veterans. They understood blitzkrieg tactics, e.g. careful pre-planning and asset
staging,followed by rapid execution. Assets included taking advantage of flood reconstruction money and waivers, and
utilizing already present construction workers. This method allowed the MC to execute projects before the competitors or
bureaucracies could react to stop it happening. Also by the MC staying entirely within Kansas, regulatory oversight and tax
liability was minimized, while also fostering native son State Legislature and community loyalty.

Some of the infrastructure seems futuristic for the time. However while the veneer seems radical, the underlying foundation
is based upon available technology, common materials construction standards, and sometimes repurposed accoutrements.
Square footage is not outrageous, and unimportant niceties were eliminated, to keep construction costs low. When possible,
builds were done in stages to further control costs. While artistic architecture was not shunned, and actually hyped as a part
of brand marketing, everything was implemented with the purpose of earning ongoing returns on investment.

The founders (who are only very slightly composited characterizations of actual now deceased exceptional people who had
the described mix of talents, characteristics, and interests) are (as the real models actually were) caring innovators who
march to their own drum, and while always having managed to secure funding, do not spend frivolously. While proudly
staying legal, they have consistently and smugly taken non-standard approaches such as renaming, substituting, modifying,
or simply doing things differently than what the hidebound railroad and real estate industries call "standard practices". They
don't want to run another faceless Class-1 railroad, but instead be the shining star of their chosen niche. They were not
supermen, but pragmatic neighbors who were willing to put their money where their mouth was. There are paralleling
precedents in their capabilities and management style, such as in the amateur radio founders of EIMAC in San Carlos, CA.



1" Background:

In the late 1940s a perfect storm of seven tech savvy individuals came together in Kansas City, through their mutual interest
in Amateur Radio. While being of different ages and having dissimilar backgrounds, they all had aspirations to be in some as
yet not fully crystallized way involved in commercial real estate. Besides their strengths, each had weaknesses, but these
were compensated by the other founders. It was the team that succeeded, not the individuals alone.

One had been a railroad dispatcher, who had then worked in logistics during the war, and was now in the insurance field.
One had been a heavy equipment specialist in the Seabees, where he had actually met the future Kansas City modernist
builder Donald Drummond while on an assignment, and thanks to the Gl Bill had earned a slew of contractor certifications.
One was a commerce lawyer familiar with the regulatory landscape. One was a former bank executive, who still moved in
high society circles. Two were buddies who had worked together in the Signal Corps on classified high-tech projects during
the war, with one having a reputation as an artistic futurist dreamer who parlayed his talents into the field of creative
advertising, and the other as a peerless scrounger and pragmatic lateral thinker. The last had grown up in the rapid transit
community of Shaker Heights Ohio, had earned a degree in architecture from the University of Kansas in Lawrence Kansas in
1950 (the same year as Corman and Jones, architects of the modernist 1955 Santa Fe Lawrence Depot), and quite recently
had moved to Kansas City to design Contemporary-styled suburban commercial real estate. Together their complementary
skills positioned this team of friends as unusually capable of executing a passionate project far larger than any one of them
could have attempted alone.

Then fortuitous tragedy struck. In the early summer of 1951, heavy rains caused massive flooding which devastated the
infrastructure and railroad business in Kansas City. The civic minded "lucky" seven, as their Intellectual friends who know
otherwise teasingly call them, saw this as a catalyst to form a business partnership to build an infrastructure that would be
resilient to future disasters of a similar nature (while also giving them an excuse to buy up land). Thus on Monday,
September 3rd 1951, the Meridian Central, a proposed north-south utility corridor with paralleling commuter railway,
operating entirely within the state of Kansas, was born.

While the flood was devastating, it created unusual opportunities for the Meridian Central to acquire infrastructure that
would normally be far beyond its means. Entire fully serviceable spans from MoPac, KCS, and M-K-T flood-zone areas
suddenly became available at near-scrap prices. MC engineering crews modified abutments and wingwalls to fit these reused
modern bridges, allowing the railroad to install these heavy-duty structures at a fraction of their normal cost.

The flood also shaped the MC’s engineering philosophy. Having witnessed the vulnerability of Kansas City’s rail and utility
systems, the founders consistently overbuilt wherever practical. This is especially noticeable in the MC bottomland where
the ballast profile was intentionally thickened to provide an exceptional level of drainage, and thus reduce long-term MC

maintenance costs (a technique duplicated by the Kansas City Southern in this same bottomland).

Beyond the region being awash in recovery money, contractors, and unusually cooperative regulatory agencies, the earliest
years of the Meridian Central timeline coincided with a moment when the land along the proposed route had not yet been
platted for suburban development. Much of the corridor was still unincorporated farmland, allowing the MC to negotiate
directly with individual owners rather than competing with developers or municipalities. Because the postwar boom had not
yet reached this far south, the long-goal focused MC was able to purchase large contiguous parcels quietly, and at cheap pre-
boom prices, before county planners or immediate-returns minded real estate interests recognized their future value.

While it would have been financially impossible for the Meridian Central to have purchased all of the land between the
railroads right-of-way and the paralleling roads, such as Metcalf Avenue, the MC does own a few parcels. Besides, the MC is
granted the historical railroad right to build stations upon this land. Three large parcels were purchased outright by the MC
around potential future station locations though, in order to buffer against encroachment. Regardless of plot ownership
along this paralleling corridor, the Meridian Central maintains exclusive leasing rights in the corridor for any utility access.



The Meridian Central’s early adoption of wireless signaling was a direct consequence of the founders’ technical backgrounds
and the post-flood environment. AT&T’s new microwave relay towers along the corridor provided surplus channel capacity
for the MC at a time when most railroads were still tied to legacy line-side wiring. The sprightly MC was able to rapidly
implement a reliable wireless block-control system that went beyond all of the government mandated safety regulations,
while using only proven and available mid-1950s equipment.

This signal technology is not magical. MC is simply saving the cost installing poles and running telegraph wires by using radio
signals instead. All that is different is how the signals are arriving, not the signal pulses themselves. Same for the signal
heads. While uniquely MC, they are no different than say comparing Pennsylvania Railroad signal heads to Baltimore and
Ohio signal heads. The actual signal equipment used by the Meridian Central is functionally equivalent to the proven
equipment used by every other railroad, and it even exceeds most by incorporating further safety features.

Although wireless, the system retains conventional fail-safe logic, with signals defaulting to stop on loss of communication.
What appears innovative to outsiders is, in practice, simply the MC taking advantage of technology that already existed but
was languishing in bureaucratic limbo elsewhere. The small MC fleet and short main line economically allows all locomotives
to be equipped with cab radios. Walkie-talkies supplement, but do not replace, regular train crew communication methods.
The dispatcher is in contact with all MC locomotives by radio, and all MC stations and the MoPac dispatcher by telephone. As
safety is a MC priority, signaling is intuitive and the rule book is coherent in order to speed employee learning curves.

The same dynamic applied to the MC's rapid adoption of locomotive based generator passenger car electrical power [EP].
While the Chicago & North Western's pioneering HEP work stalled amid procurement cycles, cab-car design, and Class |
regulatory inertia, the MC faced none of those constraints. Because the MC operates run-around terminal moves rather than
push-pull service, and never connects multiple locomotives [MU], its electrical configuration is straightforward: a generator-
equipped locomotive and rewired coaches with connector cables. With a technically savvy crew and no institutional barriers,
the MC was able to manifest an experimental EP conversion into its luxury passenger cars over a single 58-59 winter season,
achieving in months what took larger railroads years to replace their passenger car steam radiator heating.

Again this technology is not magical, but a simple home-brew solution. While the MC passenger cars do not roam off
property, if they did, they could not be electrically connected to any other railroads locomotives. Effectively they would
operate as if being pulled behind a freight locomotive, like a NW2. All that would not function would be the passenger car
heaters (all other electrical systems would shift to pulling their energy from the onboard batteries), and that is irrelevant
outside of winter. For all practical purposes the MC EP conversion is functionally little more than a LPG heating conversion.

The Meridian Central’s rolling stock roster reflects the founders deep knowledge of surplus markets. Every locomotive and
car acquired by the MC corresponds to used equipment that was actually being displaced and offered for sale at very low
prices, from those specifically noted owners in that exact moment in history. Crucially these units were not worn-out junk,
but fully serviceable rolling stock with decades of gentle duty still ahead of them. They were victims of rapid dieselization,
fleet standardization, and Class | modernization, rather than any mechanical obsolescence. By selecting proven, lightly used,
ideally job suited equipment, and maintaining them meticulously, the MC assembled a small but highly reliable fleet tailored
to its long-term, low-maintenance philosophy. As time passes and new regulations appear, they eventually will be replaced.

Despite its small roster, the Meridian Central endeavors to never scratch a passenger, or especially an Eagle Express train.
The locomotive and passenger car fleet was deliberately chosen to provide a cascading fallback chain (BL2 to NW5 to NW3),
ensuring that one locomotive failure never results in a canceled train. Although externally different, all three locomotives
share common EMD internals, keeping maintenance costs low and spare-parts stockage minimal. The NW5 hauling the
Streamline Combine substitutes for the RDC (although flowers will have to be packaged differently for transport). The US
Mail service has no logistical reason for using the MC to handle mail, and because there is effectively no MC financial loss
and it keeps meddlesome Federal fingers out of the MC pie, the Meridian Central does not seek post office business.



Although the Meridian Central passes through an area with a slew of small businesses (and the MC is a dues paying member
in the chambers of commerce within the area), in practice only a few were willing to accept rail service over trucks. The
handful of businesses that agreed to take rail are all low-volume customers, typically receiving only a handful of cars per
year. This though is entirely consistent with the trucking dominated freight landscape of the 1950s, a factor that forced the
MC to initially construct a few buildings on their own dime just to keep rail attractive. The MC'’s real freight strength comes
not from these small spurs but from its dock areas, where rail-to-truck transloading handles the majority of the MC's
commercial traffic. To the MC roads are not thieves, but exploitable partners. In fact, the road system is heavily harnessed by
the MC to rapidly move crews to job sites, and this is why the MC has not invested in speeders or Hy-Rail vehicles.

Missouri Pacific’'s willingness to partner with the Meridian Central was driven by geography as much as economics. Kansas
City was, and remains, a severe bottleneck for time-sensitive through traffic, with MoPac suffering some of the worst access
limitations of any major carrier entering the region. While adequate for low-priority freights, the Kansas City terminal
complex imposed chronic delays on expedited east—-west movements, delays that became increasingly costly as competitors
like the Frisco, began fielding fast freight operations. The Meridian Central’s north-south alignment offered MoPac a rare
opportunity: a grade-friendly, Class-3 bypass that completely avoided the Kansas City terminal choke point. Furthermore as
marketing likes to cite, according to a 1961 Stanford Research Institute report, the physical location in which the Meridian
Central operates would be negligibly affected by a nuclear attack on KC, so the MC would remain operating. By granting
MoPac a nighttime priority window and building the necessary connections, the MC provided a de facto fast-freight bridge
route that MoPac could not replicate elsewhere without enormous capital outlay. For MoPac, the MC was not a curiosity, it
was a strategic pressure-relief valve in a region where every other option was constrained, contested, or congested.

NOTE1: The Meridian Central follows actual relatively flat prairie/bluff/bottomland geography that can be viewed on a
regular or terrain map. There is no direct Kansas City access. Cross streets are mentioned purely as an approximation aid for
geo-locating. Be aware that the street numbering system varies in each county. Also note that the mileage markers, while
close, may be rounded by as much as a tenth of a mile. The location of curves is based upon their arcs half-way point.

NOTE 2: Timeline entries are listed in exact chronological order, even within the same year. MC Electrical Power is not the
same, and incompatible with, today's universal MU HEP standard. It is only intended as a replacement for steam and LPG
heating, and does not support Multiple Unit locomotive lashups. The MC approach required only minor, and thus quick and
inexpensive, bolt-on modifications to the passenger cars heating ducts and locomotive auxiliary equipment space.

NOTE 3: MC signal design and railroad operating rules were crafted to be unambiguous to visiting MoPac crews, who
operate their own locomotives on all the through freights traveling across the Meridian Central. The MC reserves an
approximate one mile buffer segment where the MC track connects into both the MoPac Paola and Rich Hill tracks. The
Missouri Pacific maintains and controls the signal equipment on the MoPac connecting side of these segments. This up to the
edge of the MoPac property line MC maintained segment acts as a metered freeway-style ramp, where a MoPac train
awaiting entrance into the MC can stand without blocking the MoPac systems traffic flow. In the rare event of two MoPac
trains entering the MC from each end simultaneously, they can pass each other at the long Trading Post Siding.

NOTE 4: To allow flexibility as to how the modeler feels like playing, the operating sessions vary by day type. Weekdays
combine passenger service, local freight, maintenance work, and MoPac bypass traffic. Extra traffic can be added to increase
intensity if desired. Saturdays are easier. There is only commuter service without local freight, leaving more room for
maintenance and MoPac movements. Sundays/holidays have no scheduled passenger or local freight service, allowing focus
on the MC’s full-line inspection/work trains. MoPac traffic continues, so dispatching conflicts remain possible.



2" Sequence of Events:

1951

The future company founders renew friendships by participating together in the annual amateur radio June field day.
Summer flood waters devastate the utilities and rail infrastructure in Kansas City.

A horrified founding members agree to partner in a for-profit company that can mitigate similar future disasters.
Company name and rough strategy determined, along with initial funding and insurance methods.

Real estate focused men found Meridian Central on Monday September 3rd, 1951 in response to the flood.

A goal is to establish a class-3 track diesel short line with utility corridor, mission mandated to be resilient in all aspects.

A route planned to stay within counties: Johnson, Miami (border at W 199th St), and Linn (border at W 399th St).

A speculated route to follow a meridian paralleling Metcalf Ave, without any height, width, or slow order limitations.

A accommodate the motoring reality, and take advantage of Metcalf Ave as a rapid method for deploying MOW crews.
Plans, proposals, partnerships, quid pro quos, and funding ironed-out.

Members arrange to continuously photo document everything for insurance records and a future historical reference.
Meridian Central joins the American Short Line Railroad Association, since the MC is negotiating to become a track owner.
A the ASLRA lobbies for members interests at the federal level, and provides guidance and insurance to its members.
Acquires portion of failing Kansas City & Kansas Interurban right-of-way, from Prairie Village to Metcalf Ave.

A land acquisition came with track and wires (all substandard to MC needs) included gratis.

A Metcalf Ave right-of-way was a godsend, giving the MC an otherwise unimaginable arrow straight routing.

Land surveying and soil testing of the further planned route of the Meridian Central right-of-way.

A ownership of land strip between the track and Metcalf Ave from W 89th St to the Blue River is deemed a critical priority.
A under existing Kansas railroad law the MC can acquire then lease portions of the strip to utilities and tenants.

1952

Rips-out KC&K rails and overhead wire, and sells them as scrap to offset a portion of MC construction costs.

A carefully removes salvageable road crossing protection devices (mostly crossbucks) for future MC use.

Confidential land purchases of entire right-of-way, along with fee-simple deals for vital future growth buffer land.

A tracks intended to be offset 200' from road edge to accommodate buildings between MC tracks and road.

A some purchasing deals bundled "useless" plots of land that did not immediately support the right-of-way.
Contemporary is the fashion. MC marketing emphasizes that the Meridian Central is aligned with modernity.

Art students at the Kansas City Art Institute are challenged to design the Meridian Centrals logos and paint schemes.
Contracts for a low-key, neighborhood friendly, modernist architecture Flower Depot at Juniper St.

A strategic move, to both "grandfather" the railroads presence here and build community acceptance.

Local and County officials are now actively courted by the Meridian Central, to establish good relationships.

A not crossing state borders reduces many federal impositions, and positions the MC as "pro Kansas".

Johnson County agrees to run high-pressure firefighting water main in utility corridor from W 75th St to Stanley.

The Gas Service Company agrees to simultaneously run a line from W 75th St to Indian Creek.

Purchases a used Quick-Way crane and select MOW jacking and tamping tools from the KC&C during its final liquidation.
Marketing begins ongoing program with local college students to film 16mm color B-roll footage of happenings on the MC.
Deal made with AT&T where MC donates the land for three long-line microwave towers along the MC right-of-way.

A deal includes MC agreeing to also promote AT&T teletype services to the public at its future stations.

Leases portion of MC reserved Lamar Ave and W 83rd St future station land for a Lutheran parochial school.

A strategic move to thwart public school eminent domain takeover of the entire unused property.

A the three reserved future station plots are a hedge, should the MC ever pivot to operating like a "light rail".

Carefully removes salvageable KC&K ties and utility poles, and sells them to offset MC construction costs.

MC convinces MoPac that MC tracks form a bypass route from their Rich Hill branch line to their Paola mainline.

N MoPac regularly sends inspectors to verify the MC is and remains legitimate, and is not just kids playing with trains.

A Frisco to the west is hostile, MoPac down the middle is friendly, KCS to the east is disinterested. The Katy is pragmatic.
Temporarily rents out Flower Depot (which is currently unfurnished inside) to a tract home builder.

A strategic move to generate a little extra MC income.



1953

AT&T builds its microwave towers, and in exchange releases one channel for future MC railroad signaling use.

A economical move that allows MC to operate signals and remote switch machines wirelessly.

A towers are at Metcalf Ave & W 89th St, north of track at W 347th St, and south of the E 1200th Rd curve.

Contracts for the Aubrey Headquarters to be built in sequential stages, starting with the main office building.

A besides the cargo routing clerks, a MC dispatcher will be working out of a room in this office building (soon 24/7).

A later stages include a scale track, inspection area, outfitted car shop, and ancillary maintenance department buildings.
Bottomland roadbed build begins southwards from the north side to the meet up point of the Marais des Cygnes River.
A the Corps of Engineers recommended that ballast should be laid on a strong under footing, due to local flooding issues.
A fortunately limestone rip-rap is commonly available (and often gratis) due to all the recent excavation taking place.
MC representatives attend their first ASLRA annual convention, learn a lot, and establish several valuable contacts.

MC begins in-house design and laboratory testing of dispatching and signaling systems made from surplus electronics.
A economical move so MC can legally avoid having to purchase expensive Union Switch & Signal control equipment.
Government releases alarming civil defense report about urban business records vulnerability.

A this type of crisis was already on the founders minds, as they had recently established a RACES radio group.

MC drafts pitching proposal about creating a "Meridian Bluffs" Vault as a remote location for vital records storage.

A vault to be railroad served, and operated as a private business for businesses, without government funding.
Purchases Korean War surplus office equipment, bulldozer on lowboy, dumping cargo truck, and three utility trucks.

A the cargo truck, which is hardly ever used for dumping, is capable of hauling the bulldozer on the lowboy.

Johnson county tentatively agrees to perhaps use the utility corridor for future street lighting along Metcalf Ave.
Finalization of all "long-game" permits and utility corridor deals.

Grading begins, northwards from W 231st St to W 208th St.

1954

Contracts for a showpiece Prairie Village Station with "communications center".

A strategic move which advertises to the Kansas City region that the Meridian Central is a major player.

A construction occurring before railroad is in operation means that build quality will not have to be sacrificed.
Contracts for co-op traffic guaranteeing Hothouse Warehouse, which MC will then lease-to-own.

MC aligns bookkeeping to comply with the new ICC short line depreciation and related accounting methodology.
Acquires used lightweight Sheffield hand car for track inspection and signal triggering.

Track installation begins, northward from W 231st St to W 208th St.

Lays Wea Interchange Flex Siding.

Purchases used flatbed stake truck for MOW crew.

A modified the bed to include fold-away strap steel topped strips, allowing hand car transport without affecting bed.
Grading northward from W 208th St to Blue River.

MoPac agrees to rent "as-needed" diesel locomotive assistance to MC as soon as a track connection is established.

A locomotive to be fueled from a delivery truck, while any lube or sand will be added by hand.

MoPac connects its southwestwards to Paola main line to MC. Required MC to build extension from W 216th St.

A the connection means the MC is no longer isolated from the rest of the US rail system, and can bring in rolling stock.
A movements are protected by a token system and flag men until signals and road crossing protection is installed.
Bulk purchases large quantity of retired mechanical road crossing protection devices from downsizing Pacific Electric.
A this gear is for compliance with the new Kansas Corporation Commission crossing protection standards.

Lays used MoPac Through Plate Girder bridge, from Blue River realignment project, across MoPac main line.

" the MoPac approved bridge is capable of handling a modern diesel at speed.

Track installed northward from W 208th St to Blue River.

Purchases used local farmers pickup truck for signal team.

Lays Stilwell Station as just a hard packed, cinder embedded ground platform, with unlighted parking area.

Road crossing protection begins northward from W 231st St to Blue River.



1955

Contracts for co-op traffic guaranteeing Apple Warehouse, which MC will then lease-to-own.

Bottomland roadbed build begins northwards from the south side to the meet up point of the Marais des Cygnes River.
Contracts for Metcalf Dock and associated Metcalf Team Track.

Grading northward from Blue River to W 133rd St.

Purchases used sedan with huge trunk, and equips it with a homebrew radio to the MC dispatcher.

Lays used M-K-T Riveted Warren Through-Truss bridge, from MO flood project, across Blue River.

A heavy-duty bridge capable of handling a pair of modern diesels at speed.

Bridge attracts new investors, who now believe the MC is legitimate.

Grading northward from W 133rd St to W 103rd St.

Track installed northward from Blue River to W 133rd St.

Lays used KCS Through Plate Girder bridge, from KC 23rd St Viaduct overhaul project, across Tomahawk Creek.

A bridge capable of handling a modern diesel at speed.

Deal made with Merritt Advertising to exclusively place angled low-height billboards at MC track turnout divergences.
Road crossing protection northward from Blue River to W 133rd St.

Grading northward from W 103rd St to Juniper St.

Track installed northward from W 133rd St to W 103rd St.

Added pocket spur at W 127th St.

Purchases used local farmers heavy duty pickup truck for signal team.

Lays used KCS Through Plate Girder bridge, from KC 23rd St Viaduct overhaul project, across Indian Creek.

A bridge capable of handling a modern diesel at speed.

Track installed northward from W 103rd St to Juniper St.

Road crossing protection northward from W 133rd St to Juniper St.

Government releases "yellow book" report, suggesting routes for a new Interstate highway system.

A proposal suggested that reserved W 103rd St station land would be near a probable interstate highway exit.
Leases portion of reserved Metcalf Ave and 135th St future station land for a vanguard wide screen drive-in theater.
A deal includes MC receiving a portion of any swap meet booth space rental fees.

Acquires and installs used 30-ton, 25-ft span, traveling crane in the Aubrey Headquarters pass through car shop.



1956

Contracts for a W 95th St Station, styled as a business-centric adjunct to the Metcalf Dock.

Leases portion of reserved Metcalf Ave and W 103rd St future station land for a corner gas station.

A deal includes gas station handling any MC vehicle towing needs at a discount.

Contracts for paved station platforms at the buildingless W 119th St Station and Stanley Station.

Grading northward from E 1100th Rd to southern bottomland roadbed.

Purchases used runabout station wagon from an employee, and stages it at the Aubrey Headquarters.

Signaling equipment installation begins southward from Juniper St to Stanley.

Purchases used Hough Payloader front loader.

Track installed northward from E 1100th Rd to Marais des Cygnes River.

Grading southward from W 231st St to M-K-T crossing.

Purchases bi-directional used BL2 locomotive from MoPac at a severely discounted price.

A the locomotives new name is styled with a square-root symbol forming the "V", and "ectra" below the vinculum.

A excellent buy for Meridian Central, as unit has the same internals and reliability as an EMD GP7 locomotive.

A deal includes MC being allowed access to MoPac shops (at standard rates) for major MC locomotive overhauls.

Road crossing protection northward from E 1100th Rd to south bottomland roadbed.

Purchases 70' used Heavyweight Combine from the pragmatic M-K-T, and converts it to heat with Liquid Propane Gas.
Purchased 40' used steel underframe wood boxcar, and makes it a Caboose with generator and fold-out weed sprayers.
A winter conversion adds two surplus ship portholes on each side, one just forward of door and one near the cars rear.
A layout from rear is generator, clutched engine, diesel tank, sprayer pump, herbicide mixing area, and crew space.
Reclaims Flower Depot, and adds internal wooden ramp.

Begins round-trip combine service from Prairie Village Station to Stanley Station using heavyweight combine.

A strategic move to encourage auto-centric suburban Transit Oriented Development amongst the speculative builders.
A first revenue train, a short train on a truncated route, consists of just the BL2 and the passenger/freight Combine car.
ASLRA assists MC with public ICC filings that allow interchange with MoPac.

MC is unexpectedly symbolically designated and acclaimed as being a potential civil defense urban evacuation provider.
A a leveragable but precarious coup, that brought awkward momentary attention from interloping bureaucrats.
Designation attracts more investors, who now believe the MC may become a significant local influence.

Acquires large tract of refuge land west of North Sugar Creek at E 2200th Rd, and names it "Meridian Bluffs".
Contracts for a small demonstration Business Records Vault building at tip of limestone bluff in Meridian Bluffs.

Leases formerly useless land along 103rd St directly east of corner gas station to a drive-In restaurant.

A attempt by MC to insulate future station land against encroachment, while exploiting interstate highway exit.
Purchases 40' used Drop Bottom Gondola.

Convinces new Seed Dealer to be rail served, and build beside end of existing W 127th St spur.

A deal includes seed dealer providing MC with all of its herbicide needs.

Purchases 40' used Bunkered Ice Reefer to haul local freight. Bunkers are normally unused, but have been kept intact.
Purchases 50' used Flat Car.

A car is sturdy enough to operate the Quick-Way crane from its deck for bottomland debris removal tasks.

Purchases two used 12" incandescent ship searchlights for night work, and mounts them on custom portable stands.
Purchases used mechanical McKay Ballast Tamper, attached to modified 42' flat car.

Ongoing board member shopping center blueprint particulars dispute resolved through wives intervention.

A it was felt that a combination station and shopping center would attract passengers to the middle stations.



1957

Acquires and installs used 30-ton, 52' mechanical lever-type weighbridge at the Aubrey Headquarters.

A deal with MoPac to loan MC their Track Scale calibration car and Sperry track checking car at reduced pricing.
Purchases a block of four 40' used wood-sheathed passenger truck Express Ice Reefers, and removes their ice bunkers.
A strategic long term value, although a moderate up front cost, necessary to properly service the leased warehouses.
Grading southward from M-K-T crossing to North Sugar Creek.

Purchases 36' used Eight Thousand Gallon Fresh Water Tank Car.

Convinces new Fuel Farm to be rail served, and extends Apple Warehouse spur to accommodate.

A deal includes fuel farm providing MC with all of its fuel and lubricant needs.

Track installed southward from W 231st St to M-K-T crossing.

Road crossing protection southward from W 231st St to M-K-T crossing.

M-K-T chooses to abandon its West Line to Paola track passing through Louisburg, eliminating need for a MC crossing.
A cost of protecting the crossing pushed the M-K-T to finally abandon this already slated for closing rarely used branch.
A unfortunately this strands a new co-op vegetable warehouse being built along the M-K-T right-of-way.

A the MC, seeing a desirable customer, promises to bring a spur to this cold-season vegetable warehouse.

Convinces new LPG Distributor to be rail served, and build just to the west of the existing Farmers Hardware.

Deal made with Farmers Hardware to be rail served from the new spur passing behind their building.

A hardware store is a local International Harvester dealer, and MC agrees to use them for all its IH repair parts.
Added spur with pocket to serve Farmers Hardware, LPG Distributor, and Louisburg Team Track.

A the team track end-unloading ramp allows hardware store to now expand into selling larger farm equipment.
Signaling equipment installed southward from Stanley to former M-K-T crossing point.

Grading southward from North Sugar Creek to northern bottomland roadbed.

Meridian Bluffs real estate plat transferred to speculative home builder Donald Drummond.

A deal required that Meridian Bluffs be designed as a modern architecture planned housing community.

Convinces new Metal Works to be rail served, and lays widely spaced spur to accommodate.

Track installed southward from former M-K-T crossing point to North Sugar Creek.

Lays Louisburg Station as just a hard packed, cinder embedded ground platform, with unlighted parking area.
Fueling stand, pipe supplied from the Fuel Farm, added at the north end of the Stilwell Station siding platform.

Lays spur to vault, along with associated permanent ballast loading area and Payloader storage barn

Convinces new Drainage Pump Fabricator to be rail served, and lays divergent spur to accommodate.

Road crossing protection southward from former M-K-T crossing point to North Sugar Creek.

Persuades grain farmers to construct a more convenient rail served Grain Elevator, and lays spur to accommodate.
Signaling equipment installed southward from former M-K-T crossing point to North Sugar Creek.

Purchases two unique 36' used wooden covered grain hoppers for captured Grain Elevator service.

Lays used M-K-T HD Deep Through-Plate Girder bridge, from MO flood control area, across North Sugar Creek.

A Heavy-duty bridge capable of handling a pair of modern diesels at speed.

Space age begins, and MC marketing shifts to emphasize that the Meridian Central is progressively aligned with it.
Lays Trading Post Siding as a place for long MoPac trains to pass.

A This contingency siding is sized to be long enough for what the MC believes will be typical MoPac train lengths.
Purchases 40' used wooden Dual 7-Foot Door Box Car, and outfits it as a tool and provisions car.



1958

Recession is mostly favorable to MC, by reducing purchase prices and making unique items available.

Contracts for MoPac satellite Eagle Express Terminal, even though recession is forcing MC to give concessions.

A deal required MC to build the terminal for MoPac, before MoPac would grant MC a cost-plus agreement.
Contracted for out-parcel drive through suburban bank at new MC W 119th St shopping center.

A strategic move to obtain lease revenue from the very Commerce Bank that issued MC loans.

Commissions Donald Drummond to design and build, without a deadline, a signature Meridian Bluffs Station.
Convinces new general store it can be rail served, by adding a Public Track on the drainage pump fabricators spur.
A a store on the south side of E 2200th Rd acts as an incentive for people to buy homes in Meridian Bluffs.

Added promised spur to the new cold-season Vegetable Warehouse.

Contracts for an angled parking "park-n-ride" Stanley Station at existing paved station platform.

Extends spur to rail serve a new private venture Business Records Vault being constructed by an inspired company.
A once built, the few business records at the MC demonstration building will be transferred to this new vault.
Purchases four 40' used Bunkered Ice Reefers to supplement the continuously "appropriated" MC express reefers.
Purchases 38' used Twenty Five Yard Side Dump Gondola.

Track installed southward from North Sugar Creek to Marais des Cygnes River.

Purchases 36' retired Stock Car and converts it into a dedicated Metal Works scrap metal hauling car.

Purchases bi-directional used NW5 locomotive, and keeps the unneeded steam generator "just because".

A NWS5 is assigned to freight duties with the caboose. BL2 is assigned to passenger duties with the combine.

Lays used M-K-T Riveted Warren Through-Truss bridge, from MO flood project, across Marais des Cygnes River.

A heavy-duty bridge capable of handling a pair of modern diesels at speed.

MoPac connects its eastwards to Rich Hill branch line to MC. Required MC to build extension from E 1100th Rd.

A this connection will allow MoPac to begin using the MC for bridge traffic once the track laying is completed.
Signaling equipment installed southward from North Sugar Creek to E 1100th Rd.

Leases portion of reserved Metcalf Ave land south of corner gas station to a single-story Motor Hotel.

A deal includes MC receiving a portion of room rental fees.

Scheduled passenger service increased with added suburban service, now that the NW5 is handling freight duties.
Purchases two used Farmall Cub tractors for regular track inspection of MoPac bridge route.

MC learns of the Chicago and North Western experiments with Push-Pull HEP, and considers it a brilliant solution.
A determined runaround would be a more economical methodology for MC then implementing push-pull.
Purchases 40' used Jordan Spreader.

A could be used for snow plowing if necessary (normally the pilot plow on a locomotive is sufficient).

Purchases two streamlined 77' used Chair cars, and modifies them over winter for experimental EP.

Purchases one streamlined 77' used Buffet-Chair car, and modifies it over winter for experimental EP.

Ainitially a local cafe van was to serve as the drive up commissary to restock the minimal menu items sold.
MoPac bi-directional Rich Hill to Paola time-sensitive-only bridge traffic begins using completed MC tracks.

Seeing MoPac trains using MC rails attracts a slew of new investors.

A railroad modeler contacts the MC about its MoPac affiliation, and the MC give him a behind the scenes tour.

A this skilled modeler is allowed to take measurements of anything, for use as Railroad Model Craftsman submissions.
A access was ongoing, and several of the modelers submissions were accepted by Railroad Model Craftsman over the years.



1959

Co-op takes ownership of Hothouse Warehouse.

MC grants MoPac a nighttime priority operating window for unlimited traffic levels south of the MoPac bridge.

A deal includes MoPac in exchange providing gratis wrecker services on MC lines in bona fide emergencies.

Rents idle heavy equipment to contractors.

A strategic move to generate a little extra MC income.

Contracts for vanguard W 119th St Station with integrated north-south shopping center short leg.

A strategic move to obtain lease revenue from the stores in the shopping center leg.

A |lessees: florist, barber, and B-A electronics.

Leases now empty demonstration vault building to a rail served electronics Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer.

Purchases one streamlined 72' used streamline Combine, for use as a versatile substitution passenger car.

A tactical move to provide backup for passenger cars in maintenance, or to add flexibility to the passenger train.
Purchases used School Bus for shuttling MOW crews.

A in the unforeseen occurrence of a stranding, bus will be used to rescue passengers.

Purchases bi-directional used NW2 switcher locomotive.

A NW2 is assigned to freight, and NW5 with heavyweight combine to passenger, while BL2 is being converted.
Convinces new custom walnut Furniture Shop to be rail served, and lays spur to accommodate.

MC modifies BL2 to be an experimental runaround EP host.

A since steam unit had already been removed by MoPac, this is a straight-forward modification.

Inauguration of EP BL2 luxury passenger service.

A BL2 assigned to passenger duty, NW5 assigned to suburban passenger and freight, NW2 assigned to MOW and freight.
A buffet counter is pleasantly catered by a young, uniformed, flight attendant styled "Railroad Hostess".

Contracts for a two-large/four-small unit professional building in the crotch of spur on north side of E 2200th Rd.

A strategic move to obtain lease revenue, while also an incentive for people to buy homes in Meridian Bluffs.

A a dentist for a large unit, plus an optician and an insurance/tax specialist have already agreed to a lease.

Railroad Magazine sends a photojournalist to document the BL2 luxury passenger service.

Adds EP shore power outlets to Prairie Village Station and Meridian Bluffs Station as backup if EP BL2 is substituted.
A only used to power the passenger car heaters in winter, to pre-heat the cars before the start of their run.
Purchases 40' used SP wood caboose from their massive sell off, and chops off front end over winter to be a flatbed.
A tactical move to provide backup for a caboose in maintenance, or to allow the utility caboose to just be a power car.

1960

Contracts for east-west shopping center long leg, which has a Grange Hall to act as community anchor.

A strategic move to obtain lease revenue from the stores in the shopping center leg.

A lessees: shoe repair, dry cleaner, sewing & vacuum, beauty parlor, Hallmark, bakery, butcher, and Katz drugs.
Co-op takes ownership of Apple Warehouse.

Purchases rare 40' used wood Plug-door Bunkered Ice Reefer to haul clean freight.

Leases useless narrow strip along Metcalf Ave between MC curve and W 89th St tower to a tunnel carwash.

A deal includes giving MC the perk of offering discount car washes to its employees.

Real estate ventures demonstrate long term financial stability, attracting additional investors.

Contracts for Louisburg Station.

Contracts for Stilwell Station.

Purchases used handyman's panel truck and stages it at the Aubrey Headquarters.

Convinces new Battery Outlet to be rail served, and build on opposite side of street from existing Seed Dealer.

A deal includes battery outlet providing MC with all of its battery needs.

Purchases bi-directional used RDC-3, and reconfigures baggage section for dedicated flower transport.

A scored this unexpected recession sale because the triple divided unit was unattractive to other RDC scouts.

A RDC assigned suburban passenger, BL2 luxury passenger, NW5 assigned mixed freight, and NW2 assigned MOW.
Removes two seat rows from the heavyweight combine, to make room for a crew desk and a MC Icl small packages cage.
Purchases used runabout station wagon from same employee as before, and stages it at the Meridian Bluffs Station.
A older wagon relocated from the Aubrey Headquarters to the Prairie Village Station.

Friday July 1st officially marks the end of the Meridian Central's gestation phase.

A on the next day the MC held a TV advertised public Open House at the Aubrey Headquarters, with tour guides and goodies.
N marketing distributes a narrated 16mm "industrial" movie about the Meridian Central, to coincide with this event.



Post Script:
On the third Saturday of August 1960 the Cristiani Brothers Equestrian Circus arrived in the early morning with their MoPac

pulled private train. They parked at and pitched their tent beside the Trading Post Siding, played two packed shows, then left
late that night. The Meridian Central provided animal water from their water tank car. The MC added the streamlined
combine onto the normal luxury train set and ran two special show excursions. The train ran south from Prairie Village,
waited at Meridian Bluffs until the show ended, headed back north, returned for the next show, waited, then headed back
north again. Food was not served, so instead of the normal Hostess a prestidigitator walked the train to keep the kids
entertained. The freshened up MC bus provided free transport from the station to the circus tent and back. A temporary
manned booth was also setup outside this station to provide sales information about the Meridian Bluffs planned
community, and the Bluffs based MC station wagon was placed at the booths disposal all day for sales tours.

Beginning right after Labor Day 1960, the regional Coltharp Bus Lines of Kansas City began stopping at the Prairie Village
Station twice a day, in order to make connections with the new Meridian Central Morning and Evening commuter trains. The
MC earns a handling fee from the bus line in exchange for the Prairie Village station agent also selling their bus tickets.

On October 22nd 1960 while making an official campaign stop at Shawnee Mission East High School in Prairie Village,
the presidential candidate John F. Kennedy dropped a quick favorable comment about the nearby Meridian Central.

In the early spring of 1961 the MC convinced a small short-run novelty item Plastics Factory to be rail served and build on the
northeast corner of Metcalf Ave and W 119th St. The MC uses its express cars for outbound shipments.

In the summer of 1961 the MC lengthened its Stanley Hothouse Warehouse spur to accommodate a Coin Timer Assembler,
which broke ground to build a generic single story assembly building beside the spur extension.

During the summer lull of 1961 the NW5 steam generator was replaced with an EP generator, of the same design as in the
BL2. Now the NWS5 can fully cover for the BL2, with station shore power no longer being required. NW?2 is still without EP.

Electrical Power [EP]on the Meridian Central is a total success, so in autumn 1961 the streamlined reclining chair combine
went into the shop to get its interior refurbished to match the other streamline cars, and to have EP installed. Railway Age
Magazine sent a journalist for an article about the Meridian Centrals steam heat conversion to runaround EP.

The new 1961 model year replacement vehicles having recently been delivered, the police held an auction of their old
cruisers. The MC purchased a 1956 Dodge Coronet Pursuit police cruiser as a rapid response vehicle, retuned the radio to the
MC dispatcher, and staged it at the Aubrey Headquarters.

In 1961 Champion Decal company, a company making quality decals for model hobbyists, added Meridian Central road name
decals to their autumn released model decal catalog. Marketing stocked a few at the Prairie Village station concession.

For the Christmas season 1961 the combine #5901 was decorated and excursioned along with Santa. It was a hit with the
kids and parents, and the local Shriners took critical note of a train cars potential for charity fund raising. The feat was never
repeated by the MC, as this excursion was taken over from 1962 and after by the Shriners private varnish car "Abdallah".



With the prodding of the MC's banker founder, in the spring of 1962 the MC acted as middleman for the local Shriners and
negotiated a purchase for them of the M-K-T Texas Special car #1300, a 1947 Pullman Standard built 26-seat-coach /buffet
/25-seat-lounge streamlined passenger car. It had been sitting idle since the Texas Special train was severely curtailed in
1959, and the Katy wanted it liquidated. It is now wholly owned lodge property, which the MC has nothing to do with. The
Shriners re-painted the car in their lodge colors, and re-christened it "Abdallah". The lodge rents the prominent display stub
and power at the very end of the Meridian Central line at the corner of Juniper St and W 75th St, under the MC condition
that the car remains at least safe enough to run on the MC as an excursion passenger car. When parked the A/C and lighting
is run from shore power, with electric space heaters keeping the car warm. Normally the car is used for private lodge
business and as a place to circumvent the restrictive Kansas alcohol laws. The Shriners will now be running the car as Santa's
train in lieu of the MC, but they also plan to run the car for other charitable holiday and event excursions as well.

In May 1962 the Shawnee Mission Hospital opens, and begins running a staff shuttle van to the Prairie Village Station.

With the freeway intending to build an exit at Metcalf Avenue and W 108th St, and plans underway for the suburbanite
drawing French Market shopping complex, the Muehlbach supermarket chain decided to build a Meridian Central rail served
break-bulk grocery warehouse with three rail docks at the northeast corner of Metcalf Avenue and W 110th St. The
rectangular corrugated steel building with rail spur was completed in June 1962, and the grocery store produce reefers
formerly unloaded at the Metcalf Dock have been re-routed to this break-bulk warehouse.

While competitors are cutting back passenger service, the Meridian Central due to its unique synergy is experiencing growth.
The MC train schedules were a bit off in regards to the hospital nursing schedule, so a new timetable went into effect in July
1962. Because of both population growth and the responsive performance of a RDC, the dormant reserve station at
Tomahawk Rd and W 84th St was activated as the Tomahawk Platform. Only RDC commuter trains stop here.

Along with the new timetable, the MC inaugurated pantryman prepared meal service (not a profitable restaurant, but a
simple marketing ploy that leveraged existing apparatus to offer portioned food) to boost late evening ridership. To attract
daters to the evening run, marketing promotes a discounted Monday - Thursday round trip ticket if taking the so-called
"dinner train" from Meridian Bluffs to W 119th St and back again. The MC is only using the food offerings as a hook to sell
tickets to the shopping center during after school hours. Sitting at a table and buying food is not required of ticket holders.

At the end of July 1962 the MC acquired a unique used NW3 road locomotive in a once in a lifetime opportunity. The steam
unit has been kept so the Shriners car can be heated on a winter excursion. Due to its ideal match for the job, it is quickly
assigned to MOW duties. RDC remains assigned to suburban passenger, the BL2 to luxury passenger, and the NW5 to mixed
freight. The NW2 switcher has been downgraded to a yard and transfer locomotive, running cars from both the Wea
Interchange Flex Siding and the Stanley spur businesses to the Aubrey Headquarters scale track for weighing and sorting.

For its September founding anniversary, the Meridian Central proudly hosts an American Short Line Railroad Association
technical tour of the Meridian Central. This is the quintessential historical moment for this to occur. Attendees were greatly
impressed with the railroads intriguing innovations, financing model, and MoPac traffic handling. An article about the
meeting appeared in the ASLRA bulletin, and the MC status in the ASLRA shifted from just a member to a "known member".

In the busy autumn of 1962 the Meridian Central is at the peak of its golden age. Trains Magazine arrives and does a photo
shoot for a big feature article about the Meridian Central that will appear in their November issue. As a tie-in, marketing
donated copies of the college student filmed 16mm Meridian Central movie to some major public libraries nationwide.

The Meridian Central noted the affect of the 1962 Cuba crisis. In the months afterwards marketing leveraged the discomfort
it caused by flooding trade magazines with ads rhapsodizing about the MC and the Meridian Bluffs vault advantage.



Service Zones (in north to south order):

Prairie = Stub (w/ Abdallah), Flower Depot, Prairie Village Station, Tomahawk Platform

Metcalf = W 95th St Station, Eagle Express Terminal, Metcalf Dock, Metcalf Team Track

Plaza = Grocery Warehouse, Plastics Factory, W 119th St Station, Seed Dealer, Battery Outlet

Stanley = Stanley Station, Hothouse Warehouse, Coin Timer Assembler

Stilwell = Aubrey Headquarters (w/ scale), Apple Warehouse, Fuel Farm, Stilwell Station (w/ fuel platform)

Wea = Wea Interchange Flex Siding, Metal Works

Louisburg = Farmers Hardware, LPG Distributor, Louisburg Team Track, Vegetable Warehouse,
Louisburg Station, Furniture Shop

Drexel = Grain Elevator

Bluffs = Meridian Bluffs Station, Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer, Business Records Vault, Public Track,
Drainage Pump Fabricator

Bottomland = Trading Post Siding
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3" Track Plan:

Meridian Central track is Class 3 rated (40mph freight, 60mph passenger), but capped by the MC at 55mph. The single track
main line is dispatcher controlled and signaled. Track is well ballasted and drained 115Ib jointed rail with creosoted wooden
ties, an insurance that eliminates the need for any later upgrade. All mainline curves are 2 degrees (2865' radius), with a 1.5"
superelevation (an underbalance for 55mph, but one that better matches typical curve negotiating speeds). Minimum
passing siding length is 500 feet between fouling points, and minimum spur length is 150 feet beyond the fouling point. Road
center to main line track center separation is 180' (plus another 20' to tracks opposite corridor edge). MC sets minimum stub
track turnout at #10, and passing siding turnouts at #12. Absolute minimum Wye track stub length is 90'.

Safe turnout speeds are #15 = 45mph, #12 = 35mph, and #10 = 25mph, and #8 = 15mph. Minimum MC centerline to
centerline fouling separation is 15', so minimum turnout start to parallel track fouling point length is: #15 = 469' (turnout
113' @ ~3.5 degree diversion + rotation 356' @ ~2.75 degree curve), #12 =374' (turnout 94' @ ~4.5 degree diversion +
rotation 280' @ ~4.25 degree curve), #10 = 310' (turnout 79' @ ~5.5 degree diversion + rotation 231' @ ~6 degree curve),
and #8 = 247' (turnout 68' @ 7 degree diversion + rotation 179' @ ~9.5 degree curve). All bridges are capable of supporting
the stresses of two second generation diesel road engines moving at full speed.

Although superficially the MC railroads construction progress seems unrealistically rapid, in actual historical fact this place
and time period was uniquely conducive. The founders spent almost two years making plans and plotting contingencies to
fulfill their vision of what the Meridian Central and its environs would look like a decade into the future. The MC had their

own earth-moving machinery and a telemetry and signaling lab to make empirical tests before committing to construction.

The founders courted politicians, repurposed war surplus, and partnered with organizations that others had entirely
overlooked. They utilized the services of existing builders and road contractors who were already working in the area, and
happily accepted their otherwise difficult to dispose of fill dirt and suitable ballast rock. Due to the devastating 1951 KC flood
and subsequent Marais des Cygnes flood control project, government reconstruction money was flowing, the Corps of
Engineers offered free technical advice, and many regulations and restrictive ordinances were being waived. The MC
leveraged their land purchases into lucrative lease revenue, which allowed the MC to hire both larger and overtime work
crews. Infrastructure and rolling stock being displaced by railroad modernization or realignment, that at any other historic
period would probably not have been available, were inexpensively on the market at this moment.

In summary, the MC is a meticulous builder. The MC construction timeline is actually SLOWER than what several 19th-
century crews historically routinely managed. The Union Pacific for example once laid ten miles of track in a single day!
Siding and passing track lengths are calculated estimates, and thus may have to be tweaked a bit when put in a simulator.



Prairie
At 0.00 miles is the northern end of the line, located tight in the southwest corner of Juniper St & W 75th St. The line then
proceeds ~215° SSW. The street facing 100' stub end is currently rented by the local Shriners for their lodge car Abdallah.

At 0.05 miles the main line becomes a stub heading northeast to the end of the line at the southwest corner of Juniper St &
W 75th St. On the southeast side of the tracks is the Flower Depot. (allotted = 200' in middle of spur).

At 0.20 miles on the southeast corner of Ash St & W 76th Terrace, on the northwest side of the main line, is the Prairie
Village Station. Station passing track is 500' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land total = 1248'), on the
southeastern side of the main line. Also a 10'-wide platform on the southeastern side of passing siding. Entire area through
which the tracks cut, from station to siding platform, is continuously paved like is done with streetcars, so that any cars using
the siding can be exited on the station facing side.

At 1.25 miles on the southwest corner of Tomahawk Rd & W 84th St, on the southeast side of the main line, is a 100’
Tomahawk Platform commuter passenger pad without amenities.

At 2.25 miles on the east side of Metcalf Ave at W 90th St (curve center) the railroad curves from ~215° SSW to 180° S at 2
degrees to parallel the eastern side of Metcalf Ave at an initial 180' road center to track center setback.

Metcalf

At 2.90 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 95th St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, on the main line, is the W
95th St Station. Station passing track is 650' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land total = 1398'), on the western
side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide platform on the western side of passing siding.

At 3.25 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 97th Terrace, paralleling the east side of the main line, is a
southward extending spur servicing the western side the Eagle Express Terminal. Spur is 295' clear @ 15' separation using a #
10 lefthand turnout (land total = 605').

At 3.40 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 99th St, paralleling the east side of the main line, is a southward
extending spur. Spur is 560' clear @ 15' separation using a #10 lefthand turnout (land total = 870'). In southerly order the
spur services the western side the Metcalf Dock and the Metcalf Team Track. Northern spur head is utilized as a 260'-long
sorting track.

At 3.90 miles on the east side of Metcalf Ave and north of W 103rd St, the railroad at 180° S spans the Indian Creek with a
used KCS Through Plate Girder bridge.



Plaza
At 4.30 miles on the northeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 106th St on the east side of the tracks is a space reserved for a
possible future RDC served station. There are no plans for a passing track here.

At 4.60 miles on the northeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 110th St, paralleling the west side of the main line, is a southward
extending spur. Spur is 460' clear @ 15' separation using a #10 righthand turnout (land total = 770'), and services the eastern
side of the Grocery Warehouse.

At 5.75 miles on the northeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 119th St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, is a southward to W
119th St extending 4' deep x 425' 1% grade trenched spur. Trench is 120' clear @ 15' separation at top plus 90' @ 25'
separation at bottom using a #10 righthand turnout (land total = 775'). Plastics Factory is on the western side of trench.

At 5.95 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 119th St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, on the main line, is the
W 119th St Station. Station passing track is 500' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land total = 1248'), on the
western side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide platform on the western side of passing siding. This station is where the MC
kitchenette is restocked on the main line.

At 6.65 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 125th Terrace, paralleling the east side of the main line, is a
southward extending spur. Spur is 430' (north) / 200' (south) clear @ 15' separation using a #10 lefthand turnout (land total
=975'). On the spurs eastern side north of W 127th St is the Seed Dealer, and on the spurs eastern side south of W 127th St
is the Battery Outlet. Northern spur head is utilized as a 300'+ long pocket.

At 7.55 miles on the east side of Metcalf Ave and north of W 132nd St, the railroad at 180° S spans the Tomahawk Creek on
the east side of a momentary north-south bend, with a used KCS Through Plate Girder bridge.

Stanley
At 7.95 miles on the northeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 135th St on the east side of the tracks is a space reserved for an

plausible future RDC served station. There are no plans for a passing track here.

At 10.00 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 151st St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, on the main line, is the
Stanley Station. Station passing track is 500' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land total = 1248', on the western
side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide pad on the western side of passing siding.

At 10.35 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 153rd St, paralleling the east side of the main line, is a southward
extending spur. Spur is 490’ clear @ 15' separation using a #10 lefthand turnout (land total = 800'), and services the western
side of the Hothouse Warehouse and the Coin Timer Assembler.

At 12.60 miles to the east of old Metcalf Ave at W 172nd St, the railroad at 180° S spans the Blue River with a used M-K-T
Riveted Warren Through-Truss bridge. The approach uses the southerly bluff to cross where the current Metcalf Ave spans
the river. In the 1950s old Metcalf Ave highway veered to the west, entered the gorge, spanned the river using a pony
bridge, exited the gorge, then veered to the east to return back to its regular north-south alignment.



Stilwell
At 15.55 miles at Metcalf Ave & W 195th St, is the northern 30mph maximum speed Aubrey Yard Limit start.

At 15.70 miles a #15 righthand turnout diverges southwest from the southwest corner of Metcalf Ave & W 197th St, crosses
Metcalf Ave from northeast to southwest, and continues at the turnouts 3.5 degree angle away from the main line across W
199thSt. The south edge of W 199th St marks the north head of the Meridian Centrals Aubrey Headquarters yard lead.

- At 90' past the southwest corner of Metcalf Ave & W 199th St the diverging track joins the tail of a lefthand #15 turnout,
aligned so that this turnouts diverging leg rotates the track back 3.5 degrees so that it parallels the west side of Metcalf Ave.
The #15 turnouts diverging leg forms the beginning the complexes approximate 1500' yard lead, which doubles as the base
of a Wye track whose apex extends to the west. The Wyes northern turnout is the #15, with the tangent leg heading to the
western apex turnout and the divergent leg forming the base. The southern turnout is a #12 with divergent leg heading to
the apex and the tangent leg forming the base. The western apex turnout is a #12 with tangent leg heading to the #12 base
turnout and the divergent leg heading to the #15 base turnout. The apex tail extends in a straight line from the apex turnout
in a northwesterly direction towards US-65 Hwy at a 4.5 degree angle.

- Abutting the southern Wye turnout is the tail of a #12 righthand turnout, which diverges to the southwest immediately into
a #12 righthand turnout, followed immediately by a #12 lefthand turnout, in order to form a three track yard. The center
"Weighing" yard leg is on the same tangent as the yard lead. The eastern "Holding" yard leg rotates parallel with the center
yard leg at a 15' track center separation distance (374" total = 94' turnout + 280' rotation), while the western "Service" yard
leg rotates parallel with the center yard leg at a 30' track center separation distance for shop building clearance (542' total =
94' turnout + 448' rotation, with 15' clearance at 425'). All three tracks extend in a straight line towards W 207th St.

At 15.75 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 197th Terrace, paralleling the east side of the main line, is a
southward extending spur. Spur is 790' clear @ 15' separation using a #10 lefthand turnout (land total = 1100'). In southernly
order the spur services the western side the Apple Warehouse, the Fuel Distributor, and 360' of track to the north side of W
199th St for idle revenue car storage.

At 16.00 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 199th St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, on the main line, is the
Stilwell Station. Station passing track is 700' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land total = 1448'), on the western
side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide pad on the western side of passing siding. The first 30' of the north end of the passing
track is where MC locomotives are refueled from a dedicated fueling stand.

At 16.30 miles at Metcalf Ave & W 201st Terrace, is the southern 30mph maximum speed Aubrey Yard Limit end.

At 17.05 miles on the east side of Metcalf Ave and south of W 207th St, the railroad at 180° S the MoPac Overpass spans the
Missouri Pacific Railroad double track main line with a used MoPac Through Plate Girder bridge.



Wea

At 18.60 miles is the Paola Turnout. A #15 lefthand turnout with 2 degree curve extends northwestward from the main line
at Metcalf Avenue & W 221st St, crossing over Metcalf Ave from southeast to northwest. The 90 degree turn ends in a
westerly tangent paralleling the south side of W 215th St at the southwest corner of US-69 Hwy & W 215th St. The tangent
continues west to Antioch Rd, where the Meridian Central track merges into a Missouri Pacific Railroad track extending from
the MoPac main line heading westerly to Paola. Although MC owns this mile of merging track from the W 221st St turnout
westwards, the Missouri Pacific dispatcher controls its traffic. MoPac locomotives normally never proceed north of this W
221st St turnout.

At 19.00 miles on the southeast corner of Metcalf Ave & W 223rdt St, on the east side of Metcalf Ave, is the Wea
Interchange Flex Siding. Siding track is 1000' clear @ 15' separation using #15 turnouts (land total = 1938'), and is on the
eastern side of the main line. Although a full passing track, the northern turnout south of W 223rd St is treated as a 500'+
trailing stub track for wesbound (Paola) interchange, while the southern turnout north of W 227th Terrace is treated as a
500'+ trailing stub track for eastbound (Rich Hill) interchange. Trains must exhibit caution near Holy Rosary church.

At 22.20 miles on the south side of W 247th St between Metcalf Rd and Rockville Rd, on the east side of the main line, is a
northwards extending spur. Spur is 435' clear @ 20' separation (for traveling crane leg clearance) using a #10 righthand
turnout (land total = 793'), and services the western side of the Metal Works.

At 25.00 miles on the far east side of Metcalf Ave at W 270th St (curve center) the railroad curves from 180° S to ~140° SE at
2 degrees to follow on top of a plateau.

Louisburg
At 25.30 miles on the southwest side of the main line at W 272nd St, a curve extends northwestward from the main line at

4.25 degrees from a #12 lefthand turnout. The curve completes at a 180' road center to track center setback on the south
side of W 271st St, which marks the start of a W 271st St paralleling spur that proceeds westerly towards the distant Metcalf
Ave. In a westerly order the spur services the southern side of the Farmers Hardware, the LPG Distributor, and the Louisburg
Team Track. Curve is utilized as a 300'+ long pocket.

At 26.10 miles to the east of Rockville Rd and immediately north of the former M-K-T right-of-way, a lazy S-curve extends
northwestward from the southwest side of the main line at no sharper than 5.5 degrees from a #10 lefthand turnout. The S-
curve roughly parallels the north side of the former M-K-T right-of-way westwards towards Harvest Rd, where it becomes a
westerly tangent just east of Harvest Rd in order to service the southern side of the originally M-K-T serviced Vegetable
Warehouse, which is located in the southwest corner of Harvest Rd & Glen Dr.

At a crossing was allotted space but never laid, due to the M-K-T abandoning their right-of-way.

At 26.20 miles on the east side of Rockville Rd and immediately south of the M-K-T right-of-way, on the southwestern side of
the passing track (rather than the main line), is the Louisburg Station. Station passing track is 500' clear @ 15' separation
using #12 turnouts (land total = 1248'), and is on the southwestern side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide pad on the
southwestern side of main line. While the siding just fits, it would have been acceptable if the fouled southern portion of the
siding extended across K-68 Hwy.

At 27.40 miles on the east side of Mission Belleview Rd at W 285th St, on the northeast side of the main line, is a
northwestwards extending spur. Spur is 315' clear @ 15' separation using a #10 righthand turnout (land total = 625'), and
services the southwestern side of the Furniture Shop.

At 28.25 miles on the far east side of Mission Belleview Rd at W 290th St (curve center) the railroad curves from ~140° SE to
180° S at 2 degrees to continue following on top of a plateau.

At 33.85 miles half way between the far eastern side of Mission Belleview Rd and the far western side of Cold Water Rd at W
335th St (curve center) the railroad curves from 180° S to ~230° SW at 2 degrees to follow a ridge line.



Drexel
At 38.40 miles on the northeast side of Jingo Rd & W 359th St (curve center) the railroad curves from ~230° SW to 180° S at 2
degrees to parallel the eastern side of Jingo Rd at an initial 180' road center to track center setback.

At 38.65 miles on the east side of Jingo Rd south of W 359th St, on the west side of the main line south of the curve, is a
northwards extending spur. Spur is 250' clear @ 15' separation using a #10 lefthand turnout (land total = 560'), and services
the eastern side of the Grain Elevator.

At 44.75 miles on the southeast corner of Ullery Rd & Red Fox Dr (curve center) the railroad curves from 180° S to ~160° SSE
at 2 degrees in order to pass through a gap in the bluff north of Meridian Bluffs.

Bluffs

At 46.80 miles on the southwest corner of Valley Rd & E 2280th, on the northeastern side of the passing track (rather than
the main line), is the Meridian Bluffs Station. Station passing track is 500' clear @ 15' separation using #12 turnouts (land
total = 1248'), and is on the northeastern side of the main line. Also a 15'-wide pad on the southwestern side of main line.

At 47.40 miles on the west side of Valley Rd at E 2225th Rd (curve center) the railroad curves from ~160° SSE to 180° S at 2
degrees to parallel the western side of Valley Rd at an initial 180' road center to track center setback.

At 48.30 miles western side of the main line at Valley Rd & E 2130th Rd, a curve extends northwestward from the main line
at 4.25 degrees from a #12 lefthand turnout. The curve completes at a northwesterly tangent heading towards the
southwestern side of the northwest-southeast bluff, which is on the north side of E 2200th Rd and requires the spur to cross
the road. The spur parallels the bluff, and in a northwesterly order services the southern side of the Business Records Vault,
and the Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer. Southeastern spur head is utilized as a 300'+ long pocket.

- Where the spur becomes tangent northwest of the curve there is another #12 lefthand turnout, with its diverging leg
curving at 4.25 degrees so that the curve completes at a tangent, parallel to but 180' south of E 2200th Rd. This spur then
heads west towards Umphrey Rd. In westerly order this spur services the southern side of the Public Track and the rear of
the Drainage Pump Fabricator.



Bottomland

At 48.65 miles on the southwest corner of Vail Rd at E 2100th Rd, on the west side of the main line, is the Trading Post
Siding. Passing track is 2600' clear @ 15' separation using #15 turnouts (land total = 3,538'). Northbound traffic climbing up
from Trading Post bottomland has priority to use the main line. Note that this passing siding is primarily for use by MoPac.

At 50.80 miles to the south side of E 1900th Rd, the railroad spans at 180° S the North Sugar Creek with a used M-K-T HD
Deep Through-Plate Girder bridge.

At 51.65 miles on the northwest corner of Vail Rd & E 1800th Rd (curve center) the railroad curves from 180° S to ~165° SSE
at 2 degrees to avoid a bluff.

At 54.45 miles on the far east side of Vincent Ln at E 1550th Rd (curve center) the railroad curves from ~165° SSE to 180° S at
2 degrees in order to approach the river.

At 55.50 miles on the far east side of Vincent Ln at E 1450th Rd, the railroad spans at 180° S the Marais des Cygnes River with
a used M-K-T Riveted Warren Through-Truss bridge. A bottomland roadbed leads to the span on each side. South of the
bridge the main line parallels the eastern side of a momentary north-south Marais des Cygnes River bend.

At 58.00 miles on the far west side of Wattles Rd at E 1200th Rd (curve center) the railroad curves from 180° S to ~150° SE at
2 degrees in order to approach the Missouri Pacific Railroad branch line which heads southeasterly to Rich Hill. Although MC

owns this mile of merging track from E 1200th Rd southeastwards, the Missouri Pacific dispatcher controls its traffic.

At 59.00 miles, west of Zenor Rd and north of E 1100th Rd, the Meridian Central passes at ~150° SE into the Missouri Pacific.
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*4" Traffic:
1961 Passenger Train Consists:
Luxury Service = Vectra [BL2] - #5808 - #5810 - #5809 (buffet-chair #5810 is convenienced as a non-smoking car)
Commuter Service = Shining Star [RDC-3]
Slow Mixed Service = Blue River [NW5] - ? - #5601 (combine #5601 allows pets)
Combine #5601 functions as a caboose. Passengers may book passage, but are not guaranteed an arrival time.

At Mixed Service run end points, passengers are first unloaded before any freight is prepared for the next run.

1960 Inspection and Maintenance Strategy:

Sunday Inspection = Great Plains [NW3] (slowly travels entire line, creating a job list for the week)
Work train (typical) = Great Plains [NW3] - #5801 - #5603 - #5902
Weed train = Reliant [NW2] - #5705 - #5602

Work train may stop at Battery Outlet to exchange lineside batteries.
Weed train may stop at Seed Dealer to refill herbicides.

1961 Local Express Traffic (M-Sat):

1 - MC Shining Star of cut flowers, Monday-Saturday, from Stanley hothouse to Prairie Village flower depot
1 - MC Shining Star of bouquets, Monday-Saturday, from Prairie Village flower depot to W 119th St florist
1 - MC Shining Star of The Johnson County Herald local newspaper bundles, late afternoon thursday, from Prairie Village

1962 Local Freight Traffic (8:30am-4:30pm M-F):

% - #5601 combine of residential pumps, tuesday, from Meridian Bluffs drainage pump fabricator to Metcalf dock [unload]
% - #5601 combine of boxed hi-fi gear, tuesday, from Meridian Bluffs hi-fi manufacturer to Metcalf dock [unload)]

% - #5601 combine of boxed premium pome fruit, friday, from Stilwell apple warehouse to Metcalf dock [unload]

% - #5601 combine of walnut furniture, monday, from Louisburg furniture shop to Metcalf dock [unload]

1 - #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of hothouse produce, wednesday, from Stanley hothouse to Grocery warehouse

1 - #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, thursday, from Louisburg vegetable warehouse to Grocery warehouse
1 - #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of tree fruit, friday, from Stilwell apple warehouse to Grocery warehouse

% - #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, friday, from Grocery warehouse to Metcalf dock



1962 MoPac Interchange Freight Traffic:
Note- Switcher scoops up all inbound each visit, using Wea Interchange Flex Siding as a runaround if necessary.

Northern Turnout:

Inbound from Rich Hill and Eastern =
1 - insulated box car of batteries and bulbs, monthly, to Plaza battery outlet
1 - box car of assorted hardware supplies, wednesday, to Louisburg farmers hardware store
1 - box car of canadian peat fertilizer, thursday, to Stanley hothouse supplies warehouse
1 - box car of eastern sourced stampings and plastic forms, every other monday, to Stanley assembler
1 - box car of bagged plastic pellets, every other tuesday, to Plaza plastics factory
1 - box car of assorted tree fruit boxing supplies, monthly, to Stilwell apple supplies warehouse
1 - box car of assorted vegetable boxing supplies, monthly, to Louisburg vegetable supplies warehouse
1 - box car of assorted electronic parts and boxes, every other month, to Bluffs hi-fi manufacturer
1 - box car of assorted general store merchandise, quarterly, to Bluffs public track
1 - box car of bagged seed, occasionally, to Plaza seed dealer
1 - box car of assorted supplies, occasionally, to Wea metal works
1 - reefer car of mixed chilled foods, wednesday, to Plaza grocery warehouse
1 - gondola car of crating lumber, quarterly, to Louisburg furniture shop
1 - tank car of regular gasoline, monthly, to Stilwell fuel farm

Outbound to Paola and Western =
1 - MoPac express car of Icl express, every weekday, from Metcalf eagle express terminal
1- #5706 [or 07] covered hopper car of grain, friday, from Drexel grain elevator
1 - shock control box car of walnut furniture, every three weeks, from Louisburg furniture shop
1- #5701 [or 02,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of Hi-Fi electronics gear, tuesday, from Bluffs Hi-Fi Manufacturer
1- #5703 [or 01,02,04] insulated express car (vented) of ornamental plants, thursday, from Stanley hothouse warehouse
1 - <inbound box car reuse> box car of western bound finished assemblies, every other friday, from Stanley assembler
1 - box car of new and rebuilt pumps, monthly, from Bluffs drainage pump fabricator
1 - box car of pipe fencing and rack legs, every other month, from Wea metal works
1 - flat car of large assemblies, occasionally, from Bluffs drainage pump fabricator



Southern Turnout:

Inbound from Paola and Western =
1 - MoPac express car of Icl express, every weekday, to Metcalf eagle express terminal
1 - plug-door box car of old business records, monday, to Bluffs business records vault
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, monday, to Plaza grocery warehouse
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, tuesday, to Plaza grocery warehouse
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, thursday, to Plaza grocery warehouse
1 - box car of western sourced relays and spring mechanisms, every other wednesday, to Stanley assembler
1 - box car of assorted greenhouse supplies, monthly, to Stanley hothouse supplies warehouse
1 - box car of pump motor components and rebuilds, monthly, to Bluffs drainage pump fabricator
1 - box car of bagged fertilizer and herbicides, every other month, to Plaza seed dealer
1 - mechanical reefer car of mixed frozen foods, monday, to Plaza grocery warehouse
1 - bulkhead flat car of steel pipe, every three weeks, to Bluffs drainage pump fabricator
1 - flat car of stick lumber or piping, thursday, to Louisburg farmers hardware store
1 - gondola car of steel coil, every other wednesday, to Wea metal works
1 - gondola car of steel pipe and structural shapes, every other month, to Wea metal works
1 - private tank car of liquid propane gas, friday, to Louisburg Ipg distributor
1 - tank car of diesel, every three weeks, to Stilwell fuel farm
1 - tank car of heating-oil, occasionally, to Stilwell fuel farm
1 - tank car of kerosene, occasionally, to Stilwell fuel farm

Outbound to Rich Hill and Eastern =
1- #5702 [or 01,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of plastic novelties, thursday, from Plaza plastics factory
1 - <inbound box car reuse> box car of eastern bound finished assemblies, every other wednesday, from Stanley assembler
1- #5801 [or 02,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, monday, from Louisburg vegetable warehouse
1- #5802 [or 01,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of pome fruit, tuesday, from Stilwell apple warehouse
1- #5803 [or 01,02,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, wednesday, from Louisburg vegetable warehouse
1 - #5804 [or 01,02,03] reefer car (iceless/vented) of pome fruit, thursday, from Stilwell apple warehouse
1 - flat car of guardrails, monthly, from Wea metal works
1 - #5806 scrap car of scrap metal, occasionally, from Wea metal works



1961 Typical MoPac Freight Consists:

Regular Hours = 2 one-locomotive trains of 15 - 20 cars and one caboose in any direction.

Unrestricted Hours = 4 two-locomotive trains of 25 - 30 cars and one caboose in any direction.
MoPac only, but always, services the trailing point Wea Interchange spur in trains direction of travel.
MoPac trains are crewed with MoPac employees, and use their own locomotives and cabooses.
For a stiff fee, MC can provide visiting MoPac conductors new to the MC with a "pilot" if requested.
Rulebooks and timetables are available free to any requesting MoPac employee.
Visiting MoPac employees are expected to follow MC regulations and have an accurately set timepiece.

Typical regular hours consists (approximately 15 cars):
1= GP9, or GP18, or GP7.

1= Standard steel cupola caboose, possibly with bay windows.

6= 40-ft box cars (general freight) --- Auto parts, LCL, manufactured goods and appliances.
1= Covered hoppers (2-bay, 70-ton) --- Potash, chemicals, cement.

1= Open-top hoppers or gondolas --- Aggregates, crated machinery, scrap metal.

2= Flat cars --- Lumber, TOFC trailers, pipe.

2= Tank cars --- Chemicals, petroleum products, LPG (heading West).

3= Reefers --- Perishables, processed foods.

Typical unrestricted hours consists (approximately 25 cars):

1= GP18 + GP18, or GP18 + GP9, or F7 + GP18, or GP9 + GP7.

1= Standard steel cupola caboose, possibly with bay windows.

12= 40-ft box cars --- Higher volume of auto parts, manufactured goods and appliances, LCL.

2= Covered hoppers --- Chemicals, cement, potash.
1= Open-top hoppers, or gondolas --- Aggregates, scrap metal, crated machinery.
4= Flat cars --- Higher volume of TOFC trailers, Lumber, pipe.

3= Tank cars --- Petroleum products, chemicals, LPG (heading West).
3= Reefers --- Processed foods, perishables.

Note that these estimated MoPac consists are listing MoPac cars only. Outgoing MC cars would be added into the consist.
The MoPac train consists are guidelines only, as some trains will have radically different consists and possibly longer cars.
Train lengths are based upon full car pulling ability. Empty returning cars equal about half a full cars weight.

Although locomotives may be capable of pulling a long train, Meridian Central passing sidings will limit train length. By policy
no train on the MC may exceed 1 mile in total length, and due to siding length limits should never exceed 1/2 mile.

MoPac trains will only drop and pick cars on the trailing point side of the Wea Interchange Siding.
The MC switcher will service the Wea Interchange Siding, transferring cars to Aubrey/Stilwell for the MC local freight.
Local originating cars that require weighing shall never be placed on the Wea Interchange Siding before they are weighed.



'5° Timetables:
Station Separation (speed average factors in acceleration and deceleration):

Prairie Village to 95th St (2.7 mi)- RDC =3.7 min @ 43.9 mph / BL2 = 4.3 min @ 37.8 mph

95th St to 119th St (3.0 mi) - RDC = 4.0 min @ 44.8 mph / BL2 = 4.6 min @ 39.0 mph

119th St to Stanley (4.0 mi)- RDC =5.1 min @ 47.0 mph / BL2 = 5.7 min @ 42.0 mph

Stanley to Stilwell (6.0 mi)- RDC =7.3 min @ 49.4 mph / BL2 =7.9 min @ 45.6 mph

Stilwell to Louisburg (10.2 mi) - RDC =11.9 min @ 51.6 mph / BL2 =12.5 min @ 49.1 mph
Louisburg to Meridian Bluffs (20.6 mi) - RDC = 23.2 min @ 53.2 mph / BL2 =23.8 min @ 51.9 mph

Minimum timetable scheduled following headway is 10 minutes.
Station dwell = ~1.5 minutes - MC 2 min (3 min for Icl needs)
RDC turnaround = ~6 minutes - MC 10 min

BL2 runaround = ~19 minutes - MC 25 min

Fuel top off = ~12 minutes - MC 15 min

Crew change = ~10 minutes - MC 15 min

Timetable is configured to accommodate a substituting road locomotive requiring runaround.
Prairie Village to Meridian Bluffs = 1 hr 15 min
Prairie Village to Stanley = 24 min

Timetable is rounded up, so RDC effectively travels: Prairie Village to Tomahawk = 2 min, & Tomahawk to 95th St = 3 min
Tomahawk Platform dwell = ~1 minute - MC 1 min (2 min on Saturday)

Freight crew is off on Saturday/Sunday/Holidays (including mixed train "cowboy coach").

Passenger crew is off on Sunday/Holidays (luxury train does not have any scheduled runs on Saturday).

RDC maintenance is normally performed on Saturday evening (if not being serviced, Saturday fueling is skipped).
BL2 (and streamlined passenger car) maintenance is normally performed during the weekend.

Note: RDC tieup is the Hothouse Warehouse (clean bay), BL2 tieup is the Meridian Bluffs Station (siding), NW5 tieup is the
Aubrey Headquarters (northern Wye leg), and the NW3 tieup is the Aubrey Headquarters (southern Wye leg). NW2 tieup is
the Aubrey Headquarters (scale sorting track).



Train Numbering:

Timetable only recognizes train numbers. Train names are unpublished unofficial internal nicknames.

1xx = Luxury South 2xx = Luxury North

3xx = Commuter South 4xx = Commuter North
5xx = Slow Mixed South 6xx = Slow Mixed North
7xx = MoPac South 8xx = MoPac North

9xx = MC Extra

1962 Mixed Service Estimated Timetable (weekday "Cowboy Coach"):
(single local freight train, headed by Blue River and caboosed by #5601)

Train #501. (crew clocks in) Stilwell - Louisburg - Meridian Bluffs
Departs Stilwell at 8:15am - Expected arrival Meridian Bluffs at 10:25am.

[At Stilwell before the start of the service day, NW2 attaches sorted Interchange cars for delivery to local freight]
Customers = Metal Works, Farmers Hardware / LPG Distributor / Louisburg Team Track, Vegetable Warehouse,
Furniture Shop, Grain Elevator, Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer / Business Records Vault,
Public Track / Drainage Pump Fabricator

Train #601. Meridian Bluffs - Louisburg - Stilwell (crew takes 30 min lunch) - Stanley - W 119th St - W 95th St
Departs Meridian Bluffs at 11:40am - Expected arrival W 95th St at 2:35pm.
[At Stilwell, NW2 pulls collected Interchange cars from local freight and then attaches sorted Interchange cars for delivery]

Customers = Apple Warehouse / Fuel Farm, Hothouse Warehouse / Coin Timer Assembler, Seed Dealer / Battery Outlet,
Plastics Factory, Grocery Warehouse, Metcalf Dock / Metcalf Team Track, Eagle Express Terminal

Train #502. W 95th St - W 119th St - Stanley - Stilwell (crew clocks out)
Departs W 95th St at 3:35pm - Expected arrival Stilwell at 4:15pm.

[At Stilwell after the end of the service day, NW2 pulls collected Interchange cars from local freight]



1962 Luxury Service Timetable (Mon-Fri):
(single train, headed by Vectra)

Sunrise Nurse #201.

Scheduled to arrive end-of-line 35 minutes before 7am hospital shift change.

Note that the new Shawnee Mission Hospital operates a shuttle van to Prairie Village Station.

Hostess serves prepared food.

Morning luxury service crew clocks in at Meridian Bluffs.

Priority over MoPac.
Meridian Bluffs 5:00 / 5:05 --- Louisburg 5:30 / 5:32 --- Stilwell 5:45 / 5:47 --- Stanley 5:56 / 6:00 --- W 119th St 6:07 / 6:10 ---
W 95th St 6:16 / 6:19 --- Prairie Village 6:24 / (runaround)

Morning Vault #102.

Scheduled to arrive end-of-line 35 minutes before a 9:00am vault workday.

Hostess serves prepared food.

Morning luxury service crew clocks out at Meridian Bluffs.

Priority over MoPac.
Prairie Village 7:05 / 7:10 --- W 95th St 7:15 / 7:17 --- W 119th St 7:23 / 7:25 --- Stanley 7:32 / 7:34 --- Stilwell 7:43 / 7:45 ---
Louisburg 7:58 / 8:00 --- Meridian Bluffs 8:25 (siding) / (runaround)

Afternoon Treat #204.

Hostess serves prepared food.

Afternoon luxury service crew clocks in at Meridian Bluffs.

Priority over MoPac.

Locomotive fuels in Stilwell mid-run.

Kitchenette is restocked at W 119th St mid-run.
Meridian Bluffs 1:15 / 1:20 --- Louisburg 1:45 / 1:47 --- Stilwell 2:00 [fueling] / 2:15 --- Stanley 2:24 / 2:26 --- W 119th St 2:33
/ [restocking] 2:45 --- W 95th St 2:51 / 2:53 --- Prairie Village 2:58 / (runaround)

Afternoon Nurse #104.

Scheduled to depart 45 minutes after 3pm hospital shift change.

Note that the new Shawnee Mission Hospital operates a shuttle van to Prairie Village Station.

Hostess serves prepared food.

Priority over MoPac.
Prairie Village 3:40 / 3:45 --- W 95th St 3:50 / 3:53 --- W 119th St 3:59 / 4:02 --- Stanley 4:09 / 4:12 --- Stilwell 4:21 / 4:23 ---
Louisburg 4:36 / 4:38 --- Meridian Bluffs 5:03 (siding) / (runaround)

Evening Vault #206.

Scheduled to depart 30 minutes after a 5:00pm vault workday.

Pantryman clocks in at Meridian Bluffs, and is added to the afternoon luxury service crew.

Hostess serves dinner meal.

Priority over MoPac.
Meridian Bluffs 5:25 / 5:30 --- Louisburg 5:55 / 5:57 --- Stilwell 6:10 / 6:12 --- Stanley 6:21 / 6:23 --- W 119th St 6:30/ 6:32 ---
W 95th St 6:38 / 6:40 --- Prairie Village 6:45 / (runaround)

Sunset Diner #106.

Hostess serves dinner meal.

Afternoon luxury service crew with Pantryman clocks out at Meridian Bluffs.

Priority over MoPac.
Prairie Village 7:10 / 7:15 --- W 95th St 7:20 / 7:22 --- W 119th St 7:28 / 7:30 --- Stanley 7:37 / 7:39 --- Stilwell 7:48 / 7:50 ---
Louisburg 8:03 / 8:05 --- Meridian Bluffs 8:30 (siding) / (runaround) (tieup)



1962 Commuter Service Timetable (Mon-Fri):
(single train, headed by Shining Star)

Sunrise Flowers #402.

Flowers loaded before passenger run.

Morning commuter service crew clocks in at Stanley.

Flowers unloaded after passenger run.
Hothouse Warehouse {5:23} =>=> Stanley 5:25 / 5:30 --- W 119th St 5:37 / 5:40 --- W 95th St 5:46 / 5:49 --- Tomahawk 5:52 /
5:53 --- Prairie Village 5:55 / {5:58} =>=> Flower Depot {5:59} / (runaround)

Sunrise Granger #301.

Locomotive fuels in Stilwell.
Prairie Village 6:30 / 6:35 --- Tomahawk 6:37 / 6:38 --- W 95th St 6:41 / 6:44 --- W 119th St 6:50 / 6:53 --- Stanley 7:00 /
7:03 --- Stilwell 7:12 / (runaround) [fueling]

Morning Commuter #403.

Scheduled to arrive 25 minutes before a 9:00am Overland Park business day.
Stilwell 7:55 / 8:00 --- Stanley 8:09 / 8:12 --- W 119th St 8:19 / 8:22 --- W 95th St 8:28 / 8:31 --- Tomahawk 8:34 / 8:35 ---
Prairie Village 8:37 / (runaround)

Morning Suburban #303.

Carries daily Icl flower delivery from flower depot origin (Prairie Village) to W 119th St florist.

Morning commuter service crew clocks out at Stanley.
Prairie Village 9:10 / 9:15 --- Tomahawk 9:17 / 9:18 --- W 95th St 9:21 / 9:24 - W 119th St 9:30 / 9:35 --- Stanley 9:42 /
(runaround)

Afternoon Suburban #405.

Afternoon commuter service crew clocks in at Stanley.
Stanley 4:20 / 4:25 --- W 119th St 4:32 / 4:35 --- W 95th St 4:41 / 4:44 --- Tomahawk 4:47 / 4:48 --- Prairie Village 4:50 /
(runaround)

Evening Commuter #305.

Scheduled to depart 35 minutes after a 5:00pm Overland Park business day.

Afternoon commuter service crew clocks out at Stanley.
Prairie Village 5:30 / 5:35 --- Tomahawk 5:37 / 5:38 --- W 95th St 5:41 / 5:44 --- W 119th St 5:50 / 5:53 --- Stanley 6:00 /
(runaround) =>=> Hothouse Warehouse {2 min} / (tieup)



1962 Commuter Service Timetable (Saturday):
(single train, headed by Shining Star)

Sunrise Staffer #401.

Scheduled to arrive end-of-line 35 minutes before 7am hospital shift change (no stop at Tomahawk).

Note that the new Shawnee Mission Hospital operates a shuttle van to Prairie Village Station.

Flowers loaded before passenger run.

Flowers unloaded after passenger run.

Morning commuter service crew clocks in at Stanley.
Hothouse Warehouse {5:53} =>=> Stanley 5:55 / 6:00 --- W 119th St 6:07 / 6:10 --- W 95th St 6:16 / 6:19 --- Prairie Village
6:24 / {6:27} =>=> Flower Depot {6:28} / (runaround)

Morning Earlybird #301.

Carries Icl flower delivery from flower depot origin (Prairie Village) to W 119th St florist.
Prairie Village 8:25 / 8:30 --- Tomahawk 8:32 / 8:34 --- W 95th St 8:37 / 8:40 --- W 119th St 8:46 / 8:49 --- Stanley 8:56 /
(runaround)

Morning Excursionist #402.

A Prairie Village taxi into the City will arrive just as activities have started to open.
Stanley 9:35 / 9:40 --- W 119th St 9:47 / 9:50 --- W 95th St 9:56 / 9:59 --- Tomahawk 10:02 / 10:04 --- Prairie Village 10:06 /
(runaround)

Morning Shopper #302.

Scheduled for persons who must run their errands during the lunch hour.

Morning commuter service crew clocks out at Stanley.
Prairie Village 10:45 / 10:50 --- Tomahawk 10:52 / 10:54 --- W 95th St 10:57 / 11:00 --- W 119th St 11:06 / 11:09 --- Stanley
11:16 / (runaround)

Afternoon Shopper #403.

Afternoon commuter service crew clocks in at Stanley.
Stanley 11:55 /12:00 --- W 119th St 12:07 / 12:10 --- W 95th St 12:16 / 12:19 --- Tomahawk 12:22 / 12:24 --- Prairie Village
12:26 / (runaround)

Afternoon Excursionist #303.
Prairie Village 1:05 / 1:10 --- Tomahawk 1:12 / 1:14 --- W 95th St 1:17 / 1:20 --- W 119th St 1:26 / 1:29 --- Stanley 1:36 /
(runaround)

Afternoon Latebird #404.
Stanley 2:15 / 2:20 --- W 119th St 2:27 / 2:30 --- W 95th St 2:36 / 2:39 --- Tomahawk 2:42 / 2:44 --- Prairie Village 2:46 /
(runaround)

Afternoon Staffer #304.

Scheduled to depart 45 minutes after 3pm hospital shift change (no stop at Tomahawk).

Note that the new Shawnee Mission Hospital operates a shuttle van to Prairie Village Station.

Afternoon commuter service crew clocks out at Stanley.
Prairie Village 3:40 / 3:45 --- W 95th St 3:50 / 3:53 --- W 119th St 3:59 / 4:02 --- Stanley 4:09 / (runaround) =>=> Hothouse
Warehouse {2 min} / (tieup)



Timetable - Effective July 1t 1962

Weekday
Southbound Morning Afternoon Evening Sunset
301 102* 303 104* 305 106**
Prairie Village 6:30 705 9:10 3:40 5:30 T-10
dpt G:35 710 915 3:45 535 715
Tomahawk arr 637 - O:17 - 5:37 -
dpt 638 - 918 - 538 -
W 95th 5t arr G:41 715 921 350 541 720
dpt G:44 717 924 353 544 T:22
W 119th St arr 6:50 T:23 930 359 550 T-28
dpt 653 725 935 4:02 553 730
Stanley arr 700 T32 942 4:09 G:00 T-37
dpt 703 T34 - 412 - 739
Stilwell arr 712 T-43 - 4:21 - T-48
dpt - 745 - 4:23 - 7-50
Louishurg arr - 58 - 4:36 - 8:03
dpt - 8:00 - 4:38 - 8:.05
Meridian Bluffs  arr - 8:25 - 5:03 - 8:30
Saturday
Southbound Morning Midday Afternoon
301 302 303 304
Prairie Village 825 10-45 1:05 3:40
dpt 830 10:50 110 3:45
Tomahawk arr 832 10:52 1:12 -
dpt 8:34 10:54 114 -
W 95th 5t arr 837 1057 117 350
dpt 8:40 11:00 1:20 353
W 119th 5t arr 8:46 11:06 1:26 359
dpt 8:49 11:09 1:29 402
Stanley arr 8:56 11:16 1.36 4-09

Weekday Cowboy Coach — Arrival times are not guaranteed
Train Mo. 501 - Serving Stilwell = Louisburg = Meridian Bluffs

Departs Stilwell at 8:15 a.m. — Expected arrival Meridian Bluffs at 10:25 a.m.

Train No. 502 - Serving W 95th 5t « W 115th St « Stanley » Stilwell
Departs W 95th 5t at 3:35 p.m. — Expected arrival Stilwell at 4:15 p.m.

*food service

#*dinner service




Timetable - Effective July 1* 1962

Weekday
Northbound Sunrise Morning Afternoon Evening
201* 402 403 204* 405 206%*
Meridian Bluffs - - - :
dpt 5:05 - - 1:20 - 5:30
Louisburg arr 5:30 - - 1:45 - 555
dpt h:32 - - 147 - 557
Stilwell arr 5:45 - 755 2:00 - G6:10
dpt 5:47 - 8:00 215 - 6:12
Stanley arr 5:56 5:25 8:09 2:24 4:20 G:21
dpt G:00 5:30 8:12 2:26 4:25 6:23
W 119th St arr G:07 537 8:19 2:33 4:32 6:30
dpt G:10 5:40 8.22 245 4:35 6:32
W 95th 3t arr G:16 5:46 8:28 251 4:41 6:38
dpt G:19 5:49 8:31 253 4:44 &40
Tomahawk arr - 5:52 834 - 447 -
dpt - 553 8:35 - 4:48 -
Prairie Village arr G:24 5:556 837 2:58 4:-50 6:45
Saturday
Northbound Morning Midday Afternoon
401 402 403 404
Stanley
dpt G:00 9-40 12:00 2:20
W 119th St arr G:07 947 1207 227
dpt G:10 950 1210 230
W 95th 5t arr 6:16 9:-56 1216 236
dpt G:19 959 1219 2:39
Tomahawk arr - 10:02 1202 2:42
dpt - 10:04 12:24 244
Prairie Village arr G:24 10:06 12:26 2:46

Weekday Cowboy Coach — Arrival times are not guaranteed
Train No. 601 - Serving Meridian Bluffs » Louisburg « Stilwell « Stanley = W 119th St » W 95th 5t

Departs Meridian Bluffs at 11:40 a.m. — Expected arrival W 95th St &t 2:35 pm.

*food service

#*dinner service




Reoccurring Weekly (*or Every Other Week) - Aubrey Switching
Note: Switcher services the Wea Interchange Flex Siding, Apple Warehouse, and Fuel Farm.

Additionally there will also be cars every three weeks, monthly, every other month, quarterly, and occasionally.

Monday
Inbound

6001 (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening [layover]

5604 (EMPTY) Metcalf Dock --> Aubrey evening [24hr layover]

5803 (EMPTY) EAST --> Aubrey morning

*Box Car (stampings and plastic forms) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

5701 (EMPTY) WEST --> Aubrey morning

Plug-door Box Car (old business records) WEST --> Aubrey morning

Mechanical Reefer Car (mixed frozen foods) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon

Box Car (mixed dry goods) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon
Outbound

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey evening --> WEST

5801 (vegetables) Aubrey afternoon --> weighed EAST

Tuesday
Inbound

5804 (EMPTY) EAST --> Apple Warehouse

*Box Car (bagged plastic pellets) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

Box Car (mixed dry goods) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon
Outbound

6001 (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> Hothouse Warehouse [layover continuation]

5701 (hi-fi electronics gear) Aubrey afternoon --> weighed WEST

Plug-door Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> WEST

Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> WEST

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey evening --> WEST

5802 (pome fruit) Apple Warehouse --> weighed EAST

Wednesday
Inbound

Box Car (assorted hardware supplies) EAST --> Aubrey morning

5702 (EMPTY) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

5703 (EMPTY) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

Reefer Car (mixed chilled foods) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

*Gondola Car (steel coil) WEST --> Aubrey morning

5706 (EMPTY) WEST --> Aubrey morning

*Box Car (relays and spring mechanisms) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon
Outbound

5604 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Vegetable Warehouse [24hr layover continuation]

Mechanical Reefer Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> WEST

Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> WEST

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey evening --> WEST

5803 (vegetables) Aubrey afternoon --> weighed EAST

*Box Car (finished assemblies) Aubrey evening --> weighed EAST

*Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> EAST



Thursday
Inbound

Flat Car (stick lumber or piping) WEST --> Aubrey morning

5801 (EMPTY) EAST --> Aubrey morning

Box Car (canadian peat fertilizer) EAST --> Aubrey afternoon

Box Car (mixed dry goods) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon

MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon
Outbound

6001 (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> Apple Warehouse

MoPac Eagle Express car (lcl express) Aubrey evening --> WEST

5804 (pome fruit) Apple Warehouse --> weighed EAST

5703 (ornamental plants) Aubrey evening --> weighed EAST

5702 (plastic novelties) Aubrey evening --> weighed EAST

Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> EAST

Reefer Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> EAST

Friday
Inbound
5802 (EMPTY) EAST --> Apple Warehouse
Private Tank Car (liquid propane gas) WEST --> Aubrey morning
MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) WEST --> Aubrey afternoon
Outbound
6001 (tree fruit) Apple Warehouse --> XFER afternoon [Grocery Warehouse]
MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey evening --> WEST
*Gondola Car (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> WEST
Private Tank Car (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> WEST
Flat Car (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> WEST
5706 (grain) Aubrey afternoon --> WEST
*Box Car (finished assemblies) Aubrey evening --> weighed WEST
Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> WEST
Box Car (EMPTY) Aubrey evening --> EAST



Reoccurring Weekly (*or Every Other Week) - Local Freight

Additionally there will also be cars every three weeks, monthly, every other month, quarterly, and occasionally.

Monday
South of Aubrey

5801 (vegetables) Vegetable Warehouse --> Aubrey afternoon
5803 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Vegetable Warehouse
5601 Load % cargo space (walnut furniture) Furniture Shop --> Metcalf Dock [Unload]
Plug-door Box Car (old business records) Aubrey morning --> Business Records Vault
5701 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Hi-Fi Manufacturer

North of Aubrey
*Box Car (stampings and plastic forms) Aubrey afternoon --> Coin Timer Assembler
Mechanical Reefer Car (mixed frozen foods) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
Box Car (mixed dry goods) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
6001 (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening [layover]
5604 (EMPTY) Metcalf Dock --> Aubrey evening [24hr layover]
{friday car re-use} MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Eagle Express Terminal --> Aubrey evening
MoPac Eagle Express car (lcl express) Aubrey afternoon --> Eagle Express Terminal

Tuesday
South of Aubrey
5601 Load % cargo space (residential pumps) Drainage Pump Fabricator --> Metcalf Dock [Unload]
Plug-door Box Car (EMPTY) Business Records Vault --> Aubrey afternoon
5701 (hi-fi electronics gear) Hi-Fi Manufacturer --> Aubrey afternoon
5601 Load % cargo space (boxed hi-fi gear) Hi-Fi Manufacturer --> Metcalf Dock [Unload]
North of Aubrey
*Box Car (bagged plastic pellets) Aubrey afternoon --> Plastics Factory
Box Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
Box Car (mixed dry goods) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
6001 (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> Hothouse Warehouse [layover continuation]
{monday car re-use} MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Eagle Express Terminal --> Aubrey evening
MoPac Eagle Express car (lcl express) Aubrey afternoon --> Eagle Express Terminal

Wednesday
South of Aubrey

*Gondola Car (steel coil) Aubrey morning --> Metal Works
Box Car (assorted hardware supplies) Aubrey morning --> Farmers Hardware
5803 (vegetables) Vegetable Warehouse --> Aubrey afternoon
5604 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Vegetable Warehouse [24hr layover continuation]
5706 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Grain Elevator
North of Aubrey
*Box Car (relays and spring mechanisms) Aubrey afternoon --> Coin Timer Assembler
5703 (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> Hothouse Warehouse
*Box Car (EMPTY) Plastics Factory --> Aubrey evening
5702 (EMPTY) Aubrey afternoon --> Plastics Factory
Reefer Car (mixed chilled foods) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
6001 (hothouse produce) Hothouse Warehouse --> Grocery Warehouse
*{monday car re-use} Box Car (finished assemblies) Coin Timer Assembler --> Aubrey evening
Mechanical Reefer Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
Box Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
Box Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
{tuesday car re-use} MoPac Eagle Express car (lcl express) Eagle Express Terminal --> Aubrey evening
MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey afternoon --> Eagle Express Terminal



Thursday
South of Aubrey

Box Car (EMPTY) Farmers Hardware --> Aubrey afternoon
Flat Car (stick lumber or piping) Aubrey morning --> Farmers Hardware
5604 (vegetables) Vegetable Warehouse --> Grocery Warehouse
5801 (EMPTY) Aubrey morning --> Vegetable Warehouse
North of Aubrey
Box Car (canadian peat fertilizer) Aubrey afternoon --> Hothouse Warehouse supplies
Box Car (mixed dry goods) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
5703 (ornamental plants) Hothouse Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
5702 (plastic novelties) Plastics Factory --> Aubrey evening
Reefer Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
6001 (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> XFER evening [Apple Warehouse]
{wednesday car re-use} MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Eagle Express Terminal --> Aubrey evening
MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey afternoon --> Eagle Express Terminal

Friday
South of Aubrey
*Gondola Car (EMPTY) Metal Works --> Aubrey afternoon
Private Tank Car (EMPTY) LPG Distributor --> Aubrey afternoon
Private Tank Car (liquid propane gas) Aubrey morning --> LPG Distributor
Flat Car (EMPTY) Farmers Hardware --> Aubrey afternoon
5706 (grain) Grain Elevator --> Aubrey afternoon
North of Aubrey
5601 Load % cargo space (boxed premium pome fruit) Apple Warehouse --> Metcalf Dock [Unload]
6001 (tree fruit) Aubrey afternoon --> Grocery Warehouse
Box Car (EMPTY) Hothouse Warehouse supplies --> Aubrey evening
*{wednesday car re-use} Box Car (finished assemblies) Coin Timer Assembler --> Aubrey evening
5604 (remaining vegetables) Grocery Warehouse --> Metcalf Dock
Box Car (EMPTY) Grocery Warehouse --> Aubrey evening
{thursday car re-use} MoPac Eagle Express car (lcl express) Eagle Express Terminal --> Aubrey evening
MoPac Eagle Express car (Icl express) Aubrey afternoon --> Eagle Express Terminal

Note: On Fridays, after the switcher has added cars to the paused Local Freight at Stilwell, but before the train couples to its
caboose, the Local Freight engine picks up the loaded 6001 itself at the Apple Warehouse. The car is transferred directly to
the Grocery Warehouse and is not weighed.



'6" Initial Used Rolling Stock Roster:

The Meridian Central needed a backbone of multi-purpose rolling stock which would last in service for many years. Buying
new was prohibitively expensive. So the "scrounger”, trading on his ability to anticipate fortuitous situations and combined
with the Meridian Centrals lack of need for a unified fleet, managed to secure amazing deals on used equipment, from
sources under stress that were willing to liquidate a few choice pieces.

There are several combined factors somewhat unique to the Meridian Central which affect equipment choices. The MC does
not have a direct connection into Kansas City. The MC has a main line of a length which requires road engines over switchers.
Although a budget short line, the MC must maintain both its image and its track to high standards. The MC is paralleled by a
major avenue that is plowed clear of snow in winter. The MC operates frequent commuting passenger service. The MC does
not operate unit trains or transport any drag freight. The MC does not require its fleet to be uniform, except in regards to its
locomotives using the EMD 567 engine.

Equipment is normally operated with locomotive short-nose, and combine baggage compartments offset, facing south.
All non-MOW rolling stock is fully interchange compliant, even if it always stays on the MC (like the passenger cars).
Car numbering is two digit year of purchase, followed the by the two digit sequential order of acquisition that year.
Locomotives and private varnish receive names instead of numbers. Stainless steel cars are lettered but left unpainted.

The NW3 and NWS5 both came equipped with a steam generator, but it was later removed from the NW5 and replaced with
an electrical generator. All locomotives and the dispatcher are equipped with radios (and each caboose carries
supplementing walkie-talkies for the train crews use). Trains are under the command of a Captain (conductor), who is
assisted by a Helmsman (engineer) and a Brakeman. The Buffet-Chair car is pleasantly catered by a uniformed (flight
attendant styled) "Railroad Hostess". The hostesses are young farm girls who desire to be glamorous, the helmsman and
brakeman are strong men, but there is no gender stipulation for the captain.

All trucks, brakes, and couplers are kept to interchange legal standards, and the pass through steam pipes on the express
reefers are still fully functional. Vent hatches are equipped with brackets. A minimum of one car (usually the water car) must
be inserted between the locomotive and active weed spraying car. Combine car #5601 now spends it time in freight duty as a
caboose. MC Covered Wooden Hoppers exclusively carry grain, and the MC Converted Stock Car exclusively carries scrap
metal. The Caswell Gondola must not haul sharp metal, and the Flat Car is usually reserved for hauling the crane vehicle.

The winning locomotive color scheme from the Kansas City Art Institute challenge was a blue primary atop light gray
secondary, with amber trim. The blue color represents the mighty Blue River, across which the MC spans. The light gray color
represents Kansas limestone, which forms the solid foundation for the MC. The amber trim represents the amber wheat and
sunflowers of Kansas agriculture, which the MC regularly transports. A slight "V" in the trim line above the logo on the
locomotive nose is a subtle nod to Virgo, the astrological sun sign of September 3rd, the date of the Meridian Central's
founding. The logo consists of a sunflower with amber petals. The flowers central light color disk contains the letters MC, and
orbiting the MC to suggest uniqueness is a single electron (the 3d-simulating reflection looks a lot like a 2). The symbology is
meant to imply that the Meridian Central has Kansas agricultural roots, but is also cutting edge modern.

Above are loose examples of how the MC color scheme might potentially appear when painted on the BL2 and NWS5.



Flyer from 1960:

(Note that marketing often exploits the polysemy of the acronym MC, and the first letter in the phrase E=MC?)

0
/0

Meridian Central

The Modern Choice In Kansas

MC stations are as unique as our service.
Prairie Village — An advanced Communications Center, strategically located for easy City access.

95th st  — Expert handling for your large or small express requirements.
119th st — Your suburban one-stop shopping destination.

Stanley = — The source of those beautiful hothouse flowers.

Stilwell  — Home to premium apple orchards.

Louisburg — A traditional heartland village, bounded by scenic walnut woods.
Meridian Bluffs — Your new suburban sanctuary, offering true Indoor-Outdoor Harmony.

1960




1962 Rolling Stock Summary:
[Idle rail vehicles are normally stored on the spur extension south of the Fuel Farm]

Bi-directional Combine Rail Diesel Car =1

Bi-directional Road Locomotive = 3

Bi-directional Switcher Locomotive = 1

Caboose =1 {capable of carrying some flat car lading}

Note: The Meridian Central may be one of the only railroads to ever use the early EMD locomotives in their designed roles!

MOW:

Ballast Maintenance Car = 2 {a spreader car and a tamper car}
Bottom Dump Gondola Car =1

FlatCar=1 {capable of carrying the crane}
Hand Car=1

Side Dump Gondola=1

Tool Car=1

Utility Caboose = 1 {has a generator and a pump}
Water Tank Car=1 (rentable at spur to businesses)
Freight:

Covered Wooden Grain Hopper = 2 {captured grain service}
Plug-door Wooden Ice Reefer=1

Scrap Car=1 {captured metal scrap service}

Sealed Ice-capable Reefer = 1
Ventilated Express Car = 4
Ventilated Ice-capable Reefer =4

Passenger:

Buffet-Chair=1

Chair=2

Combine =2 {one is a backup}
Road Vehicles:

Bus=1 (rentable to businesses)
Crane=1 (rentable to businesses)
Dump-capable Cargo Truck =1 (rentable to businesses)
Front Loader =1 (rentable to businesses)
Inspection Tractor =2

Logistic Vehicles = 4 {two are station wagons}

Panel Truck =1

Pickup Truck =2

Staked Flatbed Truck =1

StepVan=1

Tracked Bulldozer with lowboy = 1 (rentable to businesses)
Utility Truck =4



Individual Specifications:

1952 acquisitions:

1951 Quick-Way 23', 6-ton capacity Crane, E class, on half-cab carrier. --stored Aubrey
Kansas City & Kansas final liquidation - new
Accessorized with used GP clamshell (came with hook) in 1952.

1953 acquisitions:

1952 Allis-Chalmers 15', 15-ton tare, tracked Bulldozer, HD-15 class. --stored Vault Spur
government post-Korea auction - nearly new
M20 28', 20-ton capacity, 9-ton tare, lowboy trailer included in sale.

1942 GMC 24', 2¥-ton capacity dumping Cargo Truck, metal roof, 6x6 transmission, CCKW-353 H1 class. --stored Aubrey
government post-Korea auction [for cargo and lowboy hauling]

1944 Dodge 14', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, soft roof, WC 51 class. --stored Aubrey
government post-Korea auction [for MOW crew - has rear seating benches over tool boxes]

1945 Dodge 14', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, soft roof, WC 51 class. --stored Aubrey
government post-Korea auction [for MOW crew - has rear seating benches over tool boxes]

1945 Dodge 15', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, winch, soft roof, WC 52 class. --stored Aubrey
government post-Korea auction [for MOW crew - has rear seating benches over tool boxes]
Came with a removable M1 Snow Plow Kit.

1945 Dodge 15', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, winch, soft roof, WC 52 class. --stored Meridian Bluffs

government post-Korea auction [for MOW crew - has rear seating benches over tool boxes]
Came with a removable M1 Snow Plow Kit.

1954 acquisitions:

1887 Sheffield 10', 150-pounds tare, 3-wheel Hand Car, three saddles and a basket.
Private Owner, telegraph class (#funnumbered) - [MOW spot inspection]

1936 International Harvester 19', 1%-ton capacity Staked Flatbed Truck, dual rear wheels, C30 class. --stored Aubrey
local farmer sale [for transporting hand car and bulky job site supplies]
Modified with two strap steel topped fold-away strips to allow easy hand car transport in 1954.

1941 International Harvester 16', %-ton capacity Pickup Truck, K2 class. --stored Aubrey
local farmer sale [for signal maintenance team]



1955 acquisitions:

1949 Plymouth 16', Sedan, huge trunk, Special De Luxe class. --stored Aubrey
second hand lot [for rapid response and runabout needs]
Accessorized with a homebrew radio to the MC dispatcher in 1955.

1950 International Harvester 19', 1-ton capacity Pickup Truck, L-130 class. --stored Aubrey
local farmer sale [for signal maintenance team]

1950 International Harvester 20', light-commercial capacity Step Van, workspace, L-150 Metro class. --stored Aubrey
second hand lot [for signal maintenance team]

1956 acquisitions:

1952 Chevrolet 19', Station Wagon (8 passenger), Styleline Deluxe class. --stored Prairie Village
company employee personal sale [northern contingency delivery vehicle and crew shuttle]

1949 Hough 12', Front Loader, Payloader HF class. --stored Vault Spur
second hand lot

1948 EMD 58', 124-ton tare, BL2 Locomotive, 1500 hp, 62:15 ratio (55 mph safe), 1250 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 17 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 46 mph due to aerodynamics.
Missouri Pacific, 4102-4109 series (#4104) =renamed= Vectra - [road switcher]
Modified by MC to host experimental EP (steam unit previously removed) in 1959.

1918 ACF 70', 54-ton tare, Combine (42 passenger + 30' baggage), clerestory roof, riveted steel sides.
Missouri-Kansas-Texas, 292—295 series (#293) =renamed= #5601 - CB
Modified by MC for LPG heating in 1956.
Removed two seat rows (now 34 passenger) to make room for a desk and a small packages cage in 1960.

1919 ACF 40', 24-ton tare, 6' sliding door Box Car, fishbelly center-sill with double-sheathed wood sides.
Missouri-Kansas-Texas, 75001-76500 series (#75337) =renamed= #5602 - [MW utility caboose]
Converted by MC to a Caboose, with GMC 3-71 diesel, 30kw generator, and a pump, over winter 1956.

1926 GATC 40', 24-ton tare, Drop Bottom Caswell Gondola, steel underframe with wood sides.
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, GA-12 class, 174050-174349 series (#174303) =renamed= #5603 - [MW ballast]

1929 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
American Refrigerator Transit Company, 22000—24999 series (#22920) =renamed= #5604 - R

1927 Bettendorf 50', 27-ton tare, Flat Car, fishbelly center-sill with wood over steel deck.
Chicago and North Western, F-8 class, 44000—-44998 series (#44174) =renamed= #5605 - [MW crane platform]

1914 ACF 42', 26-ton tare, McKay Ballast Tamper (1937 flat car conversion), all-steel construction, track jack storage box.
Detroit, Toledo and Ironton, 800—849 series (#822) =renamed= #5606 - [MW ballast tamping]



1957 acquisitions:

1928 CB&Q 40', 31-ton tare, 4' double swing door Express Reefer, double-sheathed wood sides and passenger trucks.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6018) =renamed= #5701 - BR
Modified by MC to Vented/Insulated Car (removed ice bunkers, but kept steam lines) in 1957.

1928 CB&Q 40', 31-ton tare, 4' double swing door Express Reefer, double-sheathed wood sides and passenger trucks.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6070) =renamed= #5702 - BR
Modified by MC to Vented/Insulated Car (removed ice bunkers, but kept steam lines) in 1957.

1929 CB&Q 40', 31-ton tare, 4' double swing door Express Reefer, double-sheathed wood sides and passenger trucks.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6126) =renamed= #5703 - BR
Modified by MC to Vented/Insulated Car (removed ice bunkers, but kept steam lines) in 1957.

1929 CB&Q 40', 31-ton tare, 4' double swing door Express Reefer, double-sheathed wood sides and passenger trucks.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6139) =renamed= #5704 - BR
Modified by MC to Vented/Insulated Car (removed ice bunkers, but kept steam lines) in 1957.

1923 UTLX 36', 18-ton tare, 8000 gallon Tank Car, tank-on-frame with small dome.
Union Tank Car Company, X-3 class, 72000-72999 series (#72289) =renamed= #5705 - [MW water]

1910 ACF 36', 20-ton tare, Covered Hopper (1941 box car conversion), steel underframe with double-sheathed wood sides.
Reading, XMph class, 11550-12349 series (#12343) =renamed= #5706 - CW

1913 ACF 36', 20-ton tare, Covered Hopper (1941 box car conversion), steel underframe with double-sheathed wood sides.
Reading, XMph class, 12350—-12999 series (#12870) =renamed= #5707 - CW

1922 ACF 40', 24-ton tare, 14' double sliding door Box Car, 10' ceiling, steel underframe with wood sides.
Wabash, 46000-46999 series (#46424) =renamed= #5708 - (MW provisions]
Outfitted by MC as a Tool Car (Evans DF Loader previously removed) in 1957.



1958 acquisitions:

1923 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door (1952 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55268) =renamed= #5801 - R
Collapsible ice bunkers and Preco underfloor mechanical air-circulating fans retained.

1923 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door (1952 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55437) =renamed= #5802 - R
Collapsible ice bunkers and Preco underfloor mechanical air-circulating fans retained.

1924 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door (1952 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55610) =renamed= #5803 - R
Collapsible ice bunkers and Preco underfloor mechanical air-circulating fans retained.

1924 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door (1952 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55630) =renamed= #5804 - R
Collapsible ice bunkers and Preco underfloor mechanical air-circulating fans retained.

1927 WWS 38', 29-ton tare, 25 yard Side Dump Gondola, riveted all-steel, low-side, pneumatic vertical lift.
Western Pacific, 11001-11040 series (#11022) =renamed= #5805 - [MW muck]

1912 ACF 36', 19-ton tare, 5' sliding door (1938 rebuild) Stock Car, steel underframe with wood slat sides.
Missouri Pacific, 30000—32500 series (#30087) =renamed= #5806 - S
Converted by MC to a Scrap Car by adding steel sheathing to the lower internal walls in 1958.

1947 EMD 55', 124-ton tare, NW5 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (50 mph safe), 850 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 13 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 32 mph, (came with steam generator).
Southern, 2100 series (#2100) =renamed= Blue River - [road switcher]
Removed steam generator and converted to EP by MC in 1961.

1948 International Harvester 8', Tractor, Farmall Cub class. --stored Louisburg
Farmers Hardware trade in [for regular track inspection between Paola connector and grain elevator]
Modified with behind seat toolbox and hood mount for shovel in 1958.

1951 International Harvester 8', Tractor, Farmall Cub class. --stored Meridian Bluffs
Farmers Hardware trade in [for regular track inspection between Rich Hill connector and grain elevator]
Modified with behind seat toolbox and hood mount for shovel in 1958.

1945 Jordan 40', 53-ton tare, Spreader, multi-valve pneumatic wings, low-profile open cab.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, Type-A class, 95400-95415 (#95402) =renamed= #5807 - [MOW ballast grading]

1939 Pullman-Standard 77', 63-ton tare, Streamline Reclining Chair (56 passenger), A/C.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 350—-359 series (#350) =renamed= #5808 - C
Carbon-steel body with stainless fluting, converted by MC to experimental EP over winter 1958.

1939 Pullman-Standard 77', 63-ton tare, Streamline Reclining Chair (56 passenger), A/C.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 350—-359 series (#355) =renamed= #5809 - C
Carbon-steel body with stainless fluting, converted by MC to experimental EP over winter 1958.

1939 Pullman-Standard 77', 66-ton tare, Streamline Buffet-Chair (32 passenger + 24 @ 12-tables), A/C, electric kitchen
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 410-414 series (#414) =renamed= #5810 - BC
Carbon-steel body with stainless fluting, converted by MC to experimental EP over winter 1958.



1959 acquisitions:

1939 Pullman-Standard 72', 61-ton tare, Streamline Reclining Chair Combine (36 passenger + 26' baggage), A/C
Gulf, Mobile and Ohio, 301-303 series (ex-Alton #303) =renamed= #5901 - CB
Carbon steel body with stainless fluting, converted by MC to EP in 1961.

1948 GMC 35', School Bus with Wayne body (28-adult passengers), rear door, FCS-370 class. --stored Aubrey
Stanley school district retirement [for track gang transport]
Removed one rear seat row (now 24-adult passengers) to make room for tools in rear in 1959.

1941 EMD 55', 120-ton tare, NW2 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (40 mph safe), 800 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 12 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 30 mph.
Chicago and Western Indiana, 250-251 series (#251) =renamed= Reliant - [switcher]
Modified by MC for high pneumatic pumping capacity in 1959.

1928 SP 38', 22-ton tare, Caboose, steel underframe with wood sided cabin and a cupola.

Southern Pacific, C-30-2 class, 700—999 series (#815) =renamed= #5902 - NE
Converted by MC to a LPG heated flatbed Caboose, by cutting-off forward cabin over winter 1959.

1960 acquisitions:

1923 ACF 40', 30-ton tare, 5' Plug-door (1949 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, speed trucks, steel underframe with wood sides.
Santa Fe Refrigerator Despatch, 20000—29999 series (#22356) =renamed= #6001 - R

1953 International Harvester 17', %-ton capacity Panel Truck, R-120 class. --stored Aubrey
local handyman sale [for handyman duties at MC facilities]
Already equipped with an external ladder rack and some internal parts bins.

1952 Budd 85', 62-ton tare, RDC-3 Rail Diesel Combine (42 passenger + 17' baggage + 15' RPO), A/C.
550 hp, 57:21 ratio (60 mph - the FRA track limit), 65 tons of trailer load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = (32 mph torque converter lockup) 38 mph.
Soo Line, 501 series (#501) =renamed= Shining Star - [self-propelled passenger car]
Repurposed RPO space for MC small package LCL, and baggage space for floral pots by MC in 1960.

1956 Chevrolet 19', Station Wagon (8 passenger), Beauville class. --stored Meridian Bluffs
company employee personal sale [southern contingency delivery vehicle and crew shuttle]

1961 acquisitions:

1956 Dodge 17', Police Cruiser, radio equipped, alley lights, Coronet Pursuit class. --stored Aubrey
police auction [for rapid response and runabout needs]

1962 acquisitions:

1939 EMD 55', 123-ton tare, NW3 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (45 mph safe), 850 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 13 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 32 mph, steam generator.
Great Northern, 175-181 series (#176) =renamed= Great Plains - [road switcher]
Modified by MC for high pneumatic pumping capacity in 1962.



*7" Rail Rolling Stock Reasoning (in chronological order):

Rolling stock represents a significant capital investment for a short line, so each acquisition gets refurbished with loving care.
Unlike as occurs on the major railroads, the MC does not treat its equipment as commodities to be abused. Rolling stock is
chosen for its versatility, remaining service life, and especially for its low purchase cost. The MC prefers to wait for the right
opportunity rather than just buy the first available option, and purchases are limited strictly to what is necessary. While at
first glance the locomotive roster seems slightly large for a short line, they were purchased at a low price, have the exact
specifications needed by the MC, and are intended to serve the MC for decades as do the cable cars in San Francisco. Each
locomotive has an important designated role, which keeps them occupied throughout the day.

Due to its family atmosphere and modest roster, the Meridian Central embraces more suitable unique, or idiosyncratic
equipment, that can easily be modified to its needs, rather than just choosing from common generic alternatives. Both wood
and quirkiness is acceptable, as the MC allows the time to properly perform preventative maintenance tasks. Longevity of
the reefers is due to the MC never filling them with ice. While the MC does not have the capability of producing or
conveniently loading block ice (an item so far never required), a truck delivery can be ordered from Kansas City if needed.

The Meridian Central knows that some of its non-locomotive rolling stock will have to inevitably be replaced, not because of
its shortcomings for the MC, but because regulators of the Class-1 railroads apply their edicts universally. Until that time

comes the MC will continue adding money to its savings account and watch the used market for edict complying good deals.

Note that AAR "MW" coded rolling stock may not enter Interchange.

Number Code Year __ Function Notes

Blue River loco 58 Road Switcher EP generator

Great Plains loco 62 Road Switcher steam generator / heavy duty pneumatic pump
Reliant loco 59 Switcher heavy duty pneumatic pump
Shining Star rdc 60 Rail Diesel Combine (flower pot holders)

Vectra loco 56 Semi-Cab Unit EP generator

5601 CB 56 Heavyweight Combine (LPG heated)

5602 Mw 56 Utility Caboose (nee box car) water pump / electrical generator
5603 MW 56 Drop Bottom Gondola

5604 R 56 Vented Uniced Reefer

5605 Mw 56 Flat Car

5606 Mw 56 Ballast Tamper

5701 BR 57 Insulated/Vented Express (no Bunkers / passenger trucks)
5702 BR 57 Insulated/Vented Express (no Bunkers / passenger trucks)
5703 BR 57 Insulated/Vented Express (no Bunkers / passenger trucks)
5704 BR 57 Insulated/Vented Express (no Bunkers / passenger trucks)
5705 mMw 57 Water Tank Car

5706 Cw 57 Covered Grain Hopper

5707 CW 57 Covered Grain Hopper

5708 mMw 57 Provisions Box Car

5801 R 58 Vented Uniced Reefer (collapsible bunkers / Preco fans)
5802 R 58 Vented Uniced Reefer (collapsible bunkers / Preco fans)
5803 R 58 Vented Uniced Reefer (collapsible bunkers / Preco fans)
5804 R 58 Vented Uniced Reefer (collapsible bunkers / Preco fans)
5805 mMw 58 Side Dump Gondola

5806 S 58 Scrap Car (nee stock car)

5807 Mw 58 Ballast Spreader

5808 C 58 Chair Car (EP heated)

5809 C 58 Chair Car (EP heated)

5810 BC 58 Buffet-Chair Car (EP heated)

5901 CB 59 Combine (EP heated)

5902 NE 59 Caboose (short flat bed / LPG heated)

6001 R 60 Sealed Uniced Reefer (high speed trucks)



MC Freight Car to Online Customer Match ups:

Shortage of Reefers 5604, 5801-5804, or 6001 are temporarily covered by Insulated/vented express cars 5701-5704. 5601
gets temporarily covered by 5901 when it goes into maintenance. 5076 and 5707 are regularly swapped to even wear.

Captured
5601 Caboose Combine (shuttling to Metcalf Dock)

Apple Warehouse
Drainage Pump Fabricator
Furniture Shop
Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer
5604 Vented Reefer (shuttling to Metcalf Dock via Grocery Warehouse)
Grocery Warehouse
Vegetable Warehouse
6001 Sealed Reefer (shuttling to Grocery Warehouse)
Apple Warehouse
Hothouse Warehouse
5706 Wooden Covered Grain Hopper
Grain Elevator
5806 Modified Scrap Metal Car
Metal Works

Roaming
5701 Insulated/vented Express-capable

Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer
Hothouse Warehouse
Plastics Factory

5702 Insulated/vented Express-capable
Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer
Hothouse Warehouse
Plastics Factory

5703 Insulated/vented Express-capable
Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer
Hothouse Warehouse
Plastics Factory

5704 Insulated/vented Express-capable
Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer
Hothouse Warehouse
Plastics Factory

5801 Vented Reefer (regional destination)
Apple Warehouse
Hothouse Warehouse
Vegetable Warehouse

5802 Vented Reefer (regional destination)
Apple Warehouse
Hothouse Warehouse
Vegetable Warehouse

5803 Vented Reefer (regional destination)
Apple Warehouse
Hothouse Warehouse
Vegetable Warehouse

5804 Vented Reefer (regional destination)
Apple Warehouse
Hothouse Warehouse
Vegetable Warehouse



Locomotives:

1948 EMD 58', 124-ton tare, BL2 Locomotive, 1500 hp, 62:15 ratio (55 mph safe), 1250 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 17 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 46 mph due to aerodynamics.
Missouri Pacific, 4102—-4109 series (#4104) =renamed= Vectra - [road switcher]

When the Meridian Central began laying track it had no locomotives or rolling stock. A locomotive was necessary in order to
test the track and haul cars with building material. In 1954 MoPac agreed to rent "as-needed" diesel locomotive assistance
to the Meridian Central, and so MoPac connected its southwestwards to Paola main line to an extension MC built from their
main line at W 216th St.

Most likely it was due to the locomotive being less valuable to MoPac than their GP7 locomotives, but perhaps it was also a
joke being played on the upstart short line. Regardless, the first locomotive MoPac rented to the MC was a BL2 locomotive.
When the artistic minded founder saw it, he went mental. He insisted to the board that the Meridian Central must
eventually have one as its flagship locomotive.

MoPac thought the Meridian Central was nuts, but in 1956 they agreed to an offer sell a BL2 to the MC. To MoPac
accountants the locomotive was old. To MoPac maintenance staff working on the new GP7 locomotives, the BL2 was
disparaged as being more difficult to service rapidly. To the hostlers it was an oddball in the standardized fleet. This meant
that MoPac was willing to sell a BL2 at a price the MC could afford.

The MC however knew very well the value of what they were purchasing. They wanted used equipment to reduce to cost of
purchasing, and the price of the BL2 was hard to beat. Although useable as such, a BL2 is not a road switcher, but rather a
semi-cab unit designed to be operated in both directions. Internally the BL2 had the same guts as a GP7, which the MC had
already considered as a future purchase. The parts commonality meant that repair parts inventory could be greatly reduced,
not to mention mechanic training as well. True, MoPac had removed the steam generator, but the MC was planning to
convert its passenger cars to LPG, and the missing generator reduced locomotive dead weight and additional maintenance.

Rather than a boring number, the BL2 was given the name Vectra, because it sounded cool daddy-o. It was painted in a
stunning color scheme to showcase its "futuristic" styling. No one seeing it will mistake the MC as being another Frisco.
Mixed round-trip service began in 1956 with Vectra pulling a heavyweight combine in the suburban territory between Prairie
Village Station to Stanley Station. The BL2 was designed by EMD for this type of runaround shuttle service, providing great
passenger train visibility from the cab, which the MC also outfitted with a dispatcher radio connection.

In 1958 the MC acquired a NW5 road engine, which had the same guts as the BL2, as a fallback for the BL2. The NW5 took
over MOW and freight service, while the BL2 was upgraded to just being a passenger engine hauling the combine. Plans
were made to replace the heavyweight combine with more streamlined passenger equipment, when the MC learned of the
Chicago and North Western experiments with HEP. The MC realized that runaround service could cheaply be adapted to
electrical heating using an RV inspired electrical power design (passenger car heating and A/C power only, without any MU
controls), and that the empty space in the BL2 nose would hold the electrical generator with little installation effort.

In 1959 the MC acquired a NW2 road capable switcher, which also had the same guts as the BL2. The NW5 temporarily took
over passenger duties while the BL2 went into the shop for its EP conversion. Afterwards the BL2 handles a luxury train of
three streamlined cars, the NW5 handles both suburban passenger and freight with the heavyweight combine acting as
either coach or caboose, and the NW2 handles both MOW and sometimes freight. Each locomotive could cover for the
other, although the NW2 is better for use hauling lower speed freight rather than higher speed passengers.



1947 EMD 55', 124-ton tare, NW5 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (50 mph safe), 850 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 13 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 32 mph, steam generator (unused but intact).
Southern, 2100 series (#2100) =renamed= Blue River - [road switcher]

The BL2 was never going to be the only locomotive, as there had to be a second locomotive to handle freight and to cover
when the BL2 was in the shop. While a switcher locomotive was often tasked for this job on other short lines, the track
scheme of the Meridian Central called for a road engine which could move at speed. But road locomotives were still new and
too expensive. What the MC really needed was something equivalent to the old 4-4-0 steam locomotive.

Once again, just like EMD had offered the BL2 for short line passenger duty, EMD had also offered a small short line road
locomotive called the NW5. While it was ideal for the Meridian Central due to the lower fuel consuming horsepower, higher
speed capability, and parts interchangeability with the BL2, only a few were ever built, and none were currently up for sale.
So the MC took the initiative and headed to New Orleans and the Southern railway.

At first the Southern was reluctant to sell their one NW5 locomotive, even though it was very old and very odd, because it
had a steam generator. But 1958 was a recession year and the MC had cash in hand. What finally pushed the Southern was
their yard master who, in a slow southern drawl said: "The unique old lady doesn't like socializing with her sisters at NOUPT.
Perhaps she would be better off retiring to a new home and lettin' a youngin' with a less troublesome teakettle take her
place". So the Southern, seeing the writing on the wall for future passenger terminal needs, finally relented and sold it to the
Meridian Central, not at a rock bottom price, but at a lower satisfactory price.

Keeping with the policy of giving names rather than numbers to locomotives, the NW5 was renamed Blue River. The NW5
cab gives good visibility, and before entering service in 1958 a dispatcher cab radio was installed. Afterwards the BL2 became
the passenger locomotive hauling the heavyweight combine, while the NW5 became the premier MC freight locomotive
hauling the utility caboose.

In 1959 the MC acquired a used NW2 which took over MOW duties. The BL2 became the luxury passenger locomotive with
streamlined cars, while the NW5 became dual use, operating as a passenger locomotive when hauling the heavyweight
combine to cover an expanded suburban passenger schedule, and operating as a freight locomotive when hauling the
heavyweight combine as a caboose. The NW2 covered the MOW duties, and sometimes freight.

In 1960 the MC acquired a RDC to cover the suburban schedule, and the NW5 became exclusively a mixed freight, with the
heavyweight combine acting as caboose that allows passengers. The NW2 became exclusively MOW.

During the lull in the summer of 1961 the NW5 went into the shop. Due to the success of the MC EP, the unused steam
generator was removed and replaced with an EP generator, eliminating the need for any supplemental shore power.



1941 EMD 55', 120-ton tare, NW2 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (40 mph safe), 800 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 12 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 30 mph.
Chicago and Western Indiana, 250-251 series (#251) =renamed= Reliant [switcher]

The Meridian Central wanted a diesel locomotive that could handle MOW duties so as not to tie-up the NW5. This was
important to the MC, as maintaining the infrastructure to a high level was part of the agreement with MoPac. A switcher
would work, but used switchers are very hard to find due to everyone wanting to keep theirs for as long as possible. The
break came in 1959, when it was learned that the Chicago & Western Indiana was putting two used pre-war NW2 switchers
up for sale.

The C&WI is a terminal railroad, and had been an early adopter of diesel switchers. But after purchasing just two EMD units,
they immediately switched to being an all Alco railroad. Because the two NW2 switchers were parts shop orphans, the C&WI
decided to sell them off early at a discounted price.

Still keeping with the policy of giving names rather than numbers to locomotives, the NW2 was renamed Reliant. Before
entering service in 1959 the MC shop upgraded the pneumatic air compressor to a heavy duty large reservoir unit so as to
better supply the pneumatic side-dump gondola and pneumatic Jordan spreader. A dispatcher cab radio was installed.

Afterwards the BL2 became the luxury passenger locomotive hauling streamlined cars, the NW5 became a dual use suburban
passenger and freight locomotive while hauling the heavyweight combine as either a coach or a caboose, while the NW2
became a dual use MOW locomotive hauling the utility caboose for MOW and sometimes freight. The new chopped caboose
replaced the utility caboose when it became available. While the BL2, NW5, and NW?2 are all capable of covering for each
other in a fallback cascade, the NW2 is better utilized for freight, as it rattles on the track at high speeds due to its switcher
trucks.

In 1960 the MC acquired a RDC to cover the suburban schedule, and the NW5 became exclusively a mixed freight, with the
heavyweight combine acting as caboose that allows passengers. The NW2 then exclusively performed MOW and weekend
inspection duties. With the arrival of the NW3, the NW2 has been downgraded further to just transfer and weed duties.



1952 Budd 85', 62-ton tare, RDC-3 Rail Diesel Combine (42 passenger + 17' baggage + 15' RPO), A/C.
550 hp, 57:21 ratio (60 mph - the FRA track limit), 65 tons of trailer load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = (32 mph torque converter lockup) 38 mph.

Soo Line, 501 series (#501) =renamed= Shining Star - [self-propelled passenger car]

This locomotive was not one that the Meridian Central had expected to acquire. Plans were in fact already in the works to
use a conventional diesel with a streamlined combine to supplement the BL2 luxury passenger train with extra suburban
service. The reason was both that RDC locomotives were still fairly new, but more significantly, that they were actively being
scouted by Class-1 railroads seeking to downsize their passenger operations.

Then in 1960 the Soo Line merged, and due to both the merger and the recession, trimmed some of its excess equipment.
One item was a rather unique variant of the RDC known as the RDC-3, which contained coach, baggage, and RPO sections in
one unit. With limited coach seating and the fact that RPO service was quickly being phased out, the scouts were passing on
purchasing this RDC-3. Seeing an opportunity that would never come again, the Meridian Central swooped in an purchased
the used Soo Line RDC-3.

For the MC an RDC-3 was ideal. The limited passenger seating was not an issue, and in fact more than sufficient for the
expected patronage. The RPO section, instead of handling mail, would be used to handle the small package MC LCL traffic
processed at the passenger stations. No need to build special small package racks in the baggage section, as were added in
the heavyweight combine, as racks were already there in the RPO section. Like with all the other locomotives the MC added
a cab radio to the dispatcher, but in this case two, one for each cab, plus an intercom between cabs.

The baggage section, because it no longer was holding LCL packages, was customized specifically for handling flowers. The
MC obtained special floral pots and special push-carts similar to the type used by the European floral industry. Brackets
inside the baggage compartment keep the pots from shifting while the car is in motion. This greatly speeded the floral
transfer from the Hothouse Warehouse to the Flower Depot, and reduced costs through using reusable pots instead of one-
time express packaging.

To reflect it being special, as well as acknowledging its gleaming stainless steel skin, the RDC-3 was named Shining Star. The
RDC took over the suburban passenger schedule, the NW5 took over freight, and the NW2 took over MOW.

According to the Budd manual, a RDC has enough tractive effort to haul a trailer, such as an express car or a single
lightweight passenger car (although the RDC can not provide steam heat or electrical power to the passenger car). The RDC
schedule has been built with enough turnaround buffer that when the RDC is down for service, the RDC schedule can be
covered by the streamlined combine car #5901 pulled behind the NW5.



1939 EMD 55', 123-ton tare, NW3 Locomotive, 1000 hp, 62:15 ratio (45 mph safe), 850 tons of load @ 1% grade.
best MPG speed = 13 mph (20 mph transmission shift) and 32 mph, steam generator.
Great Northern, 175-181 series (#176) =renamed= Great Plains - [road switcher]

An annoying issue for the Meridian Central has been the length of its main line, which demands road switchers. While the
NW?2 has been doing yeomans work, it is not ideal for running long distances to MOW job sites. Furthermore while there are
enough locomotives to cover during normal maintenance rotations, there is a real problem if an unusual event occurs.

Because road switchers are so desirable, their price on the used market has remained high. Cab units are incompatible with
the MC runaround track design, switchers are unsuitable on the road, and a BL2 is not ideal for MOW work or switching cars.

In the summer of 1962 the MC learned that the Great Northern was planning to soon retire the two oldest of its unique NW3
road switchers. These locomotives had recently been used in local passenger service, but due to their age, horsepower, and
sui generis status, held minimal value on the used market. Similar to the earlier RDC case, purchasing one of them was an
opportunity that would never present itself again. Although the MC could get by on the locomotive roster it had, it looked to
the future and realized that later locomotives would be unsuited to the needs of the MC, due to their being excessively
powerful and costly. Because the current MC locomotives have years of service ahead of them, adding one extra locomotive
with the same internals was deemed a smart affordable insurance against the unexpected.

To the MC a NW3 is the perfect swiss army knife. Although an older locomotive, the GN had maintained it well. Like the NW5
it is a true road locomotive with the same horsepower rating and stable road trucks, making it better suited than the NW2
for high speeds or pushing a Spreader. The cab offers the same visibility as a NW2 switcher, which is perfect for track
inspection. Additionally the cab is larger than that of an NW2, which is far more comfortable for a MOW crew traveling to a
job site. It also has the bonus of a working steam generator to heat the Shriners passenger car on a cold weather excursion.
The locomotive is capable as a fallback to cover any of the other MC locomotives in a pinch, and because it uses the same
internals as the other MC EMD locomotives, it economically shares the same parts stocks.

At the end of July 1962 the Great Northern sold at a low price a NW3 to the Meridian Central, which the MC multivalently
renamed "Great Plains". Upon its arrival the MC quickly added an already waiting high capacity pneumatic pump and gave it
a repaint, but as the GN kept the locomotive in good condition, there was no need for further servicing. The locomotive is
assigned to MOW and weekend inspection duties, taking over from the NW2.

The NW2 switcher has been downgraded to a transfer locomotive, running cars between the Aubrey Headquarters
scale/sorting track and the Wea Interchange Flex Siding. This has greatly aided the NWS5 freight crew as they no longer have
to perform these operations before and after their scheduled daily run. The NW2 still does a few MOW chores such as low
speed weed control, and its heavy duty pneumatic compressor covers as a backup while the NW3 is in the shop.

Short lines have long understood that a robust locomotive roster is cheap insurance against Murphy's Law. In the latest
revision of the fallback scheme, the MC has placed this NW3 between the NW2 and the NW5.



Photos of the Locomotives:

= e
EMD BL2 Semi-cab Locomotive

EMD NWS5 Road Locomotive



EMD NW3 Road Locomotive



Cabooses:

1919 ACF 40', 24-ton tare, 6' sliding door Box Car, fishbelly center-sill with double-sheathed wood sides.
Missouri-Kansas-Texas, 75001-76500 series (#75337) =renamed= #5602 - [MW utility caboose]

The Meridian Central has a policy of making everything earn its keep, and their cabooses are no exception. A caboose at its
core has to have a way for the crew to view the sides of the train, and have a way to apply the air brakes on the train. Ideally
it should also have a desk for paperwork, a place for the crew to sit, and a place to display end of train markers.

When soliciting a railroad to buy their equipment, the purchaser is more likely to get approval and a better price if they buy
in bulk. When they approached the Missouri-Kansas-Texas, the MC offered to buy both a heavyweight combine and a
wooden box car with strong steel under frame. Due to its age, the box car was sold to the MC at near scrap value.

Over the winter of 1956 the MC converted the box car into a "Utility Caboose", so that the heavyweight combine did not
have to be used as a caboose. Four surplus liberty ship portholes were added, one to each end as well as one on the part of
the walls on each side not blocked when the door slides. Opened they allow the crew to peer along the side of the train
without having to open the sliding door. Closed the window gives visibility while spraying, while preventing back spray from
entering the compartment. The salt water durability means zero maintenance. The car stays relatively cool due to the
double-sheathed wood sides, but cracking opening the port holes can give cross ventilation.

Inside the car along the centerline axis was installed, starting from the rear: a 30kw electrical generator, a GMC 3-71 diesel
(which when running provides heat to the cars interior), diesel tank, and a sprayer pump. Next is an open area for herbicide
canisters used in weed spray mixing. Against the front wall is an air brake control, a desk for paperwork, and crew seating.
Hooks on the walls allow storing electrical cables, pump hoses, and accessories such as marker lanterns. Normally also
stored Inside the car are two used 12" incandescent liberty ship searchlights mounted on custom portable stands, along with
their cables, for use during night work. Weatherproof outlets mounted along the cars external walls can power tools.

Underneath the car was installed swing-out sprayer pipes, so the car can be used as a weed sprayer when not being used for
electrical power. The mechanical pump draws the water for mixing from a coupled MC water tank car. The pump can also be
used to power a high-pressure washdown/fire hose. Run in reverse the pump can operate as a suction pump.

In 1959 the MC acquired a chopped caboose to replace this cars caboose duties, and this utility caboose is now assigned just
for MOW duty as a generator/pump car. While the utility caboose is not offered up for renting, it is made available by the
Meridian Central for civic emergencies, such as in the aftermath of a flood or tornado.

1928 SP 38', 22-ton tare, Caboose, steel underframe with wood sided cabin and a cupola.
Southern Pacific, C-30-2 class, 700—999 series (#815) =renamed= #5902 - NE

In a surprise move in November 1959, the Southern Pacific offered the nation hundreds of wood sided cabooses at scrap
pricing. So the Meridian Central bought one as a backup for when their Utility Caboose was in the shop.

While the MC liked the idea of providing its crews something more comfortable than the Utility Caboose, the MC still wanted
this caboose to earn its keep. Over the winter the MC removed the front wall of the caboose. It then chopped off the side
walls of the sleeping area forward of the section containing the cupola, and turned the area into a flat bed. The removed
front wall was then reinstalled over the opening on the unmodified cupola section of the caboose, giving the impression of a
bobber caboose sitting on a flat car. The coal stove moved into the front loader shelter shed, and a small LPG heater was
installed in the caboose.

This caboose is maintained at interchange legal condition, for the improbable case a MC train needs to leave the property.
The flat bed area has tie down strap points to secure a small load, so a few crates of revenue lading could be carried on the
flat bed (theoretically even a few crates of live poultry from the Louisburg Team Track to the Metcalf Dock). Commonly the
flat bed is used to transport a portable out house from the vault siding storage area to a job site.



Photos of the Cabooses:
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Maintenance of Way:

1887 Sheffield 10', 150-pounds tare, 3-wheel Hand Car, three saddles and a basket.
Private Owner, telegraph class (#funnumbered) - [MOW spot inspection]

This antique hand car, easily lifted by two men, came from an estate sale in Lawrence KS. It holds the distinction of being the
first car to operate on MC rails, and although never given a name or number, was used extensively during railroad
construction to inspect track and test crossing signals. Rather than using its own power to travel between distant job sites, it
is typically rapidly transported to a job site on the customized bed of the International Harvester flat bed truck.

1926 GATC 40', 24-ton tare, Drop Bottom Caswell Gondola, steel underframe with wood sides.
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, GA-12 class, 174050-174349 series (#174303) =renamed= #5603 - [MW ballast]

In MOW ballast duty, the ideal gondola would be one that could drop ballast out the bottom through a hatch. The best of
these drop bottom gondolas are the Caswell gondolas owned by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad. The older style
with wood sides were slowly being phased out for metal sided gondolas, but the wooden sided versions are preferable to
the MC, as they are less susceptible to loading damage, and if damaged can easily be repaired.

In 1956 the MC approached the AT&SF to purchase one of their thirty year old Caswell gondolas, and the railroad agreed to
sell a single car at a fair price. Because this is a specially designed gondola, by policy the MC does not allow this Caswell
gondola to haul gouging metal, loads that will leave difficult to clean residue in the wood, or any load that could damage the
trap doors.

1927 Bettendorf 50', 27-ton tare, Flat Car, fishbelly center-sill with wood over steel deck.
Chicago and North Western, F-8 class, 44000—-44998 series (#44174) =renamed= #5605 - [MW crane platform]

MC needed a heavy duty flat car as they intended to tie-down their Quick-Way clamshell crane onto the flat cars deck in
order to clear muck from the side of the roadbed in the Trading Post bottomland. Ties and the occasional rail could also be
carried. Ideally the deck would be wood over steel, for easy deck maintainability and gentler crane ride.

In 1956 the Chicago and North Western railroad began an aggressive modernization plan under the leadership of their new
management. Non-steel deck flat cars were unsuited to the Trailer on Flat Car business they wanted to pursue. The C&NWs
old fishbelly flat cars with wood over steel deck were built specifically to carry heavy loads, making them ideal for the
Meridian Centrals needs, so the MC bought a good condition one at a greatly discounted price.



1914 ACF 42', 26-ton tare, McKay Ballast Tamper (1937 flat car conversion), all-steel construction, track jack storage box.
Detroit, Toledo and Ironton, 800—849 series (#822) =renamed= #5606 - [MW ballast tamping]

Soon after track construction the ballast begins to settle, so the track has to be repeatedly lifted and re-tamped under the
ties. While hand tamping is fine for spot work or work around switch points, the majority of a class-3 main line needs to be
tamped to a consistent standard. A machine is faster and more consistent than hand tamping, and as the MC is a Missouri
Pacific bypass route, a requirement for the Meridian Central.

In 1956 the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton railway upgraded from towed tamping to self-propelled tamping, and was selling
their old equipment. The fair priced tamper the MC purchased was a mechanical gasoline powered unit built by McKay,
which is permanently attached to a modified DT&I steel flat car. Included were the levels and track lifting jacks.

Because McKay only sells the tamper and not the car, the DT&I chose to modify the deck of one of their retired first steel flat
cars to accommodate the tamping machinery. Because the DT&I has many feeder connections which could allow taking
shortcuts to job sites, in 1946 it was deemed a strategic benefit to refurbish the car to meet the current interchange safety
standards.

1923 UTLX 36', 18-ton tare, 8000 gallon Tank Car, tank-on-frame with small dome.
Union Tank Car Company, X-3 class, 72000-72999 series (#72289) =renamed= #5705 - [MW water]

A railroad is useless if it is broken, so one of the first things the Meridian Central began looking for were cars that would
build a robust Maintenance of Way department. Although at purchase time all the cars taken by the MOW department were
interchange legal, on the tax rolls they are now all classified as not being allowed into the interchange car pool.

MC now had the new Utility Caboose, but they needed a tank car to haul the water for weed spraying. Union Tank Car
Company had thousands of tank cars that were becoming too small for bulk liquid customers, so in 1957 UTLX was selling

some of them off at low prices, especially the non-specialized ones that were only suitable for transporting water.

MC allows this car to be rented for side revenue to builders and others who sometimes need a large supply of water.



1922 ACF 40', 24-ton tare, 14' double sliding door Box Car, 10' ceiling, steel underframe with wood sides.
Wabash, 46000-46999 series (#46424) =renamed= #5708 - [MW provisions]

In late 1957 the MOW department finally admitted that they needed a mobile workshop that could bring parts to a job site.
Flat cars and gondolas are useful, but a box car is often better. However being an enclosed car it needed wide doors, and
ideally also a high ceiling, that would allow large items to be transported and kept from the weather.

The Wabash was involved heavily in the auto industry, and they realized that their old automobile box cars were no longer
suitable for the new automobiles. So Wabash (who were friendly to MoPac and thus the MC) began removing the Evans DF
Loaders from their tall double sliding door box cars, converting them or selling them off at heavily discounted prices. Having
been in automobile service, they were in relatively clean condition.

A double door box car was ideal as a Tool Car, as the wide opening allowed long items such as switch components to be
loaded. The higher box car roof height, which had no clearance issues on the MC, allowed items to be more easily turned
over inside the car. Having the auto loader already removed saved MC the trouble of doing it themselves, and made the cars
sale price cheaper. Typical power tools carried onboard are cutting saws, drills, grinders, and even a pneumatic hand tamper
for tight work. The wood sides made tool hanging and car maintenance incredibly simple for the MC.

1927 WWS 38', 29-ton tare, 25 yard Side Dump Gondola, riveted steel, low-side, pneumatic vertical lift.
Western Pacific, 11001-11040 series (#11022) =renamed= #5805 - [MW muck]

1958 was a boom year for the Western Pacific, and their older equipment was deemed as no longer cutting it. Their old fleet
of heavyweight 25 yard side dump gondolas were inefficient compared the faster acting and larger capacity new side dump
gondolas they were now acquiring.

The Meridian Central needed a side dump gondola to haul in riprap and haul out bottomland muck. The newer gondolas
have higher sides than the old ones, which makes it more difficult for the MC scoop to load. They are also not as rugged as
the older cars, meaning they are more susceptible to loading damage from a clam shell crane. The older cars smaller capacity
is not an issue for the MC, and neither is the longer wait for the conventional BL2 air pump to supply air.

So the MC approached the Western Pacific asking to buy one of the veterans that built the Hoover Dam, as a sweetener in
the deal to purchase four bunkered ice reefers. The WP agreed to sell one used side dump gondola car at a fair price. This
cars considerable air needs is what prompted the MC to add extra air capacity to its later purchased NW2.

1945 Jordan 40', 53-ton tare, Spreader, multi-valve pneumatic wings, low-profile open cab.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, Type-A class, 95400-95415 (#95402) =renamed= #5807 - [MW ballast grading]

The depression of 1958 proved to be a windfall for the MC. In 1958 the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific was having financial
difficulties, and were willing to part with some of their rolling stock. The MC had approached them with an offer to buy some
streamlined passenger equipment, and as a bulk purchase is more conducive to a better deal, the MC saw an opportunity to
acquire a lower priced Jordan Spreader as well, the multi-purpose tool that railroads are normally reluctant to part with.

The Spreader the MC scored was an older style unit with multi-valve pneumatic wings and the less desirable open cab.
Because of both the large MC purchase occurring and its heavier air capacity needs, the CRIP let it be sold. The MC could
have done without the Spreader, as it already had a bulldozer and snow accumulation in the Kansas City area is normally
light. However its acquisition was one of those opportunities that is best taken advantage of when it presents itself.



Photos of the MOW Rolling Stock:

Bettendorf 50' wood Flat Car



el

ACF 42' all-steel Flat Car (prior to McKay Ballast Tamper conversion) = a converted flat car example

—; _F'ﬂ
UTLX _'172155 9
y .I.'I'J"llr?ll:;n.u{ﬂ' IFEAR :

1 W WHT ST1. WELLS 3

ACF 40' wood double door Box Car






Passenger:

1918 ACF 70', 54-ton tare, Combine (42 passenger + 30' baggage), clerestory roof, riveted steel sides.
Missouri-Kansas-Texas, 292—-295 series (#293) =renamed= #5601 - CB

Passenger equipment on the Meridian Central stays on the MC. For this reason equipment could be selected for its looks, its
flexibility, its cost, and its maintenance ease. The MC keeps the cars clean by cleaning the interiors while the locomotive is
performing its runaround, and washing down the exteriors at the Aubrey once a week. The first car purchased by the MC
was an old heavyweight combine from the neighboring Missouri-Kansas-Texas.

The MKT was operating under severe financial strain due to a need for infrastructure revitalization, and was actively parting
with cars from a bygone period. They were also cutting local passenger routes, leaving older passenger equipment sitting
idle. The MC needed a piece of versatile rolling stock, but had to watch their budget. In 1956 the MC approached the MKT
offering to buy an antique heavyweight combine. To sweeten the deal the MC also offered to buy an old box car (which was
turned into the Utility Caboose). The MC was able to acquire both at a near scrap value.

Upon the combines arrival the MC added a LPG gas heater so it could be hauled by the steamless BL2 in winter. No air
conditioning was added, so in summer the windows have to be opened. Because all passenger cars have an emergency air
brake valve, the combine can be operated as a caboose when the Utility Caboose is in the shop or otherwise in use.

The first scheduled passenger run was round-trip service between Prairie Village Station to Stanley Station, with the combine
by itself being pulled by the BL2. The baggage compartment carried cut flowers between the Hothouse Warehouse and the
Flower Depot. When not on its passenger run, the combine was used as the caboose for BL2 hauled freight trains.

In 1957, when the Utility Caboose became available, the combine was upgraded to passenger service only.
In 1958 after the arrival of the NW5 to handle freight, the BL2 with combine passenger service was expanded.

In 1959 after the inauguration of EP BL2 luxury passenger service, the combine was hauled by the NW5 on a new suburban
passenger schedule. The streamlined combine is substituted when the heavyweight combine is in the shop.

In 1960 after acquiring the RDC, the combine had the two seat rows in front of the baggage compartment removed (making
the car now 34 passenger). A desk was added in the newly opened space, as well as a cage for small MC Icl packages. The
combine was then downgraded to essentially a freight caboose that carries passengers. The RDC took over the suburban
passenger schedule, and the combine was now marketed, as a nod to the KS cattle industry and because the combine looks
old-time, as a "cowboy coach". The schedule is basically just the freight schedule, and there are no guarantees of arrival
times. However pets (but still not chewing gum) are now allowed onboard the combine in the passenger area.

For Christmas 1960 the combine was decorated as Santa's Train and advertised in television spots. It proved popular with
the kids and parents, and was the catalyst for the Shriners to purchase their own private varnish (and take over the service).



1939 Pullman-Standard 77', 63-ton tare, Streamline Reclining Chair (56 passenger), A/C.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 350-359 series (#350) =renamed= #5808 - C
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 350—359 series (#355) =renamed= #5809 - C

In 1958, with the newly acquired NW5 now taking over freight duties, the MC felt it was time to update the passenger
service to something allot more hip. Lightweight streamline cars were perceived as being modem, but they were also very
new, so the MC had to look far and wide to try and find something on the used market. More importantly, these new cars,
primarily from Budd, were all stainless steel. While better for class-1 railroads, this was a material that would be difficult to
work with in the MC shops.

It was during this search that the Meridian Central learned of the experiments with Head End Power being performed by the
Chicago and North Western. While the C&NW was trying to develop push-pull, the MC realized that replacing steam with
electric was ideal, and Electrical Power [EP] could easily and cheaply be adapted to conventional runaround operations.
Basically all that would be required would be to replace the steam radiators with electrical heating, remove the cars heavy
wheel powered battery chargers, and do some minor re-wiring for the lighting and air conditioning. Since the longest run
was just over an hour, there initially was no need to have all the locomotives equipped with EP, as the pre-heating/cooling of
the cars could be done at each end of the run by connecting a shore power cable at the turnaround stations.

The economical solution MC decided upon was to seek pre-war streamline cars made by Pullman-Standard. Rather than all
stainless, these were carbon-steel bodies with an over layer of stainless fluting, a material the MC shops could handle. They
were also perfect candidates for EP conversion. As a side benefit, these pre-war cars were designed for long distance travel,
so rather than uncomfortable bench seating, they had luxurious reclining seats, a great marketing feature. They would also
be available, as railroads no longer needed or wanted them, opting instead for high seating capacity bench seat coaches.

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific was cash strapped, and often parted with older equipment to clear their books. They
had several cars that did not fit with their new Budd fleet, but were considered too ritzy for local service. The MC
approached them with a sweet deal. MC would bulk buy two reclining chair cars, a reclining chair car with buffet, and a
Jordan Spreader, all for cash now. The CRIP took the offer, agreeing to sell at an extremely discounted price.

The partially electrified cars obtained were stand-alone cars rather than cars designed for an articulated train. Over the
winter of 58-59 the MC stripped the steam heating radiators and now unnecessary wheel generators. Existing A/C and light
powering was a simple cable reroute, while the new electrical heating was a straight forward bolt-in of off the shelf electrical
heating units. Modification took about 3 weeks per car, as almost zero fabrication was required.

The descent shape interiors were spruced up to look fabulous once again. In 1959 these cars, along with a reclining chair
buffet car, were hauled behind the EP modified BL2 as the new flagship luxury passenger train. The heavyweight combine
that was formerly hauled by the BL2 now covered the suburban runs behind the NW5. With the acquisition of the versatile
streamlined combine, the combine can now substitute for a chair car that is in the shop.

Because the NW5 was at the time not equipped with EP, whenever the BL2 went into the shop the luxury passenger cars
would not be receiving heating or cooling power (lighting was still available from on-board batteries). As a solution, the
Meridian Central installed shore power cables at the Prairie Village Station and Meridian Bluffs Station, so the cars could be
pre-heated/cooled at the station platform before each run. A cleaning barrel with long handled brush, as well as a maids
cart, are kept at every MC station in case an emergency interior or exterior cleanup is required.



1939 Pullman-Standard 77', 66-ton tare, Streamline Buffet-Chair (32 passenger + 24 @ 12-tables), A/C, electric kitchen
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 410-414 series (#414) =renamed= #5810 - BC

This car was acquired by the MC in 1958 at the same time as the sister Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific streamline reclining
chair cars. It also has a carbon-steel body with an over layer of stainless fluting. Over the winter of 58-59 this car received the
same EP conversion and interior refresh as the two streamline reclining chair cars. Additionally the ice box in the kitchenette
was removed, and a large internal capacity electric refrigerator put in its place. Unlike the other cars on the MC, this car at
an owners daughters suggestion has been unusually designated as a non-smoking car.

Normally this car is placed in the BL2 hauled luxury passenger train between the two streamlined reclining chair cars, making
the train three cars long. The center placement is so the consist is the same traveling north or south. A young girl in
glamorous flight attendant styled uniform acts as the "Railroad Hostess", helping guests and serving refreshments.

Originally in 1959 this car only served light pre-prepared food which was delivered by a commissary van and stocked in the
kitchenette. Since the summer of 1962 the MC has been experimenting with a Dinner Train, where the last round trip of the
day serves a hot meal prepared by a pantryman in the kitchenette. Passengers can also purchase a specially priced Kansas
City Star newspaper in the morning, and a specially priced Kansas City Times newspaper in the evening.

Food service is discontinued whenever the streamline buffet car is in the shop, as this car is substituted by the streamline
combine car. When the combine is substituting though it is also designated as a non-smoking car.

1939 Pullman-Standard 72', 61-ton tare, Streamline Reclining Chair Combine (36 passenger + 26' baggage), A/C
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio, 301-303 series (ex-Alton #303) =renamed= #5901 - CB

The Meridian Central has a policy of not canceling trains. The problem was that their car fleet was just too small. If a car had
to go to the shop there was no backup to substitute. The baggage compartment on the heavyweight combine was regularly
used, so what the MC needed was a streamline combine for the backup. Unfortunately, the CRIP had none.

The Gulf, Mobile & Ohio had become a strong freight railroad, but their passenger operations were loosing money. They
began cutting many of their routes, but that only left them with a surplus of passenger equipment. Furthermore they still
had a huge inventory of idle oddball pre-war streamline cars they had inherited from the Alton railroad.

The MC discovered that the GM&O still had some ex-Alton streamline combines made by Pullman-Standard. Just like the
CRIP cars they were carbon-steel bodies with an over layer of stainless fluting, and looked nearly identical. In 1959 the MC
made a low-ball offer for one of these reclining chair combines, and the GM&O accepted.

The Alton had taken good care of their passenger cars, and the car had not seen a lot of service over the last decade. For that
reason the MC did not need to immediately do an overhaul, but waited to see how the experimental EP system would pan
out first. Locomotive supplied Electrical Power on the Meridian Central was a total success, so in autumn 1961 the combine
went into the shop to get its interior refurbished to match the other streamline cars, and to have EP installed.

Whenever a passenger car needs servicing, the streamline combine is brought in as a substitute. If necessary, it could also be
added to a train to add extra capacity, or even run by itself as a special event train.



Photos of the Passenger Rolling Stock:
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Freight:

1929 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
American Refrigerator Transit Company, 22000—24999 series (#22920) =renamed= #5604 - R

The first customers served by the Meridian Central were the Hothouse Warehouse and the Apple Warehouse. Both of these
customers need to have their produce transported online to the Metcalf Dock. In the past agricultural products were
transported by rail using wooden refrigerator cars with ice blocks, or with the ice hatches propped open for ventilation.
Today these cars are being rapidly phased out for mechanically powered refrigerators cars, leaving transport companies with
thousands of undesired wooden ice reefers sitting idle in their inventory. Also unlike with swing doors, the plug-doors used
on these modern cars allows them to operate on standard box car sliding door clearance sidings.

Due to the short move from warehouse to depot, the MC does not require that the transport car be refrigerated. However
the car must be insulated to keep the goods cool, and wooden car sides do a far better job than metal ones. A tightly
sealable door is also important. The American Refrigerator Transit Company is a subsidiary of the Missouri Pacific railroad,
and in 1956 as they were shifting to an all steel fleet, they were more than willing to sell the MC one of their idle double-
sheathed wood bunkered ice reefers at scrap price.

While interchange legal, ART cars are heavily used and only pro forma maintained. Still, because the frame and horse hair
insulation in this particular car was still good, and based upon the fact that the MC would be using this car for essentially
what is captive online sealed car service between the produce warehouses and the Metcalf Dock, this car was deemed
suitable. Although normally unused because the cars will remain sufficiently cool for the short journey, the bunkers were
kept intact as a contingency. Like all bunkered cars, this car not only functions as an insulated, refrigerated, and ventilated
car, but if a tiny heater is suspended inside, it can also function as a "warm" car.



1928 CB&Q 40', 31-ton tare, 4' double swing door Express Reefer, double-sheathed wood sides and passenger trucks.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6018) =renamed= #5701 - BR
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000—6149 series (#6070) =renamed= #5702 - BR
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6126) =renamed= #5703 - BR
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (BREX), 6000-6149 series (#6139) =renamed= #5704 - BR

The Meridian Central knew that a large portion of their freight business would be produce. However offline shipments would
only be of a regional nature, so the MC did not have to worry about icing or mechanical refrigeration to keep the produce
fresh, just speed of transit. In fact, the type of produce that would be shipped actually preferred ventilated cars.

In 1957 the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy (as: Burlington Refrigerator Express) began shifting its focus away from
refrigerated express, and towards transporting piggyback refrigerated truck trailers. The MC caught wind that the CB&Q
(BREX) was selling off their classic home built, double-sheathed wood, passenger truck equipped express reefers to their
Great Northern and the Northern Pacific affiliates. Passengers trucks not only allow for the fastest transit speed, because
they can be placed into passenger trains, but the passenger trucks also give the lading a noticably smoother ride.

The Meridian Central petitioned the CB&Q to sell the MC a block of four of these used express reefers, and to sweeten the
deal, offered to also buy a used mechanical lever-type weighbridge. The CB&Q, while not opposed to selling, was not willing
to sell at a discount due to cars, even at a tiny 40', still having passenger train value. Because the availability of these double-
sheathed wood cars was a fleeting opportunity, the MC capitulated and paid the CB&Q a moderate price.

These cars are now the Meridian Centrals primary interchange fleet. While they arrived in great condition, the MC
immediately put them into the shop and stripped out their ice bunkers (essentially making them half-length
vented/insulated versions of the later Amtrak Material Handling Cars) to create extra internal space. Although the MC has no
need for them, the passenger train steam and signaling lines were kept intact so a foreign railroad can cut these cars into a
passenger train if desired. The steam lines are "pass through" pipes, serving the coupled passengers cars with heat, but not
used by the reefers. Whenever a freight truck MC ice reefer needs to go into the shop, one of these express cars can usually
be used as a substitute.

One year later though the MC realized they had a big problem. Four cars were sufficient when they were returned in a timely
manner. The issue was that these cars were too good at functioning like insulated box cars, and they were being
appropriated and held in interchange by other railroads. So the MC changed tactics. They would purchase four less desirable
freight truck reefers, and let these ex-CB&Q express cars fill the MC treasury with per diem rent money as they roamed
across the USA. Whenever one of these cars wander back home, they are quickly sent back out again.

As railroads started acquiring more insulated box cars, the MC express cars started coming back sooner. Since the MC now
had the new reefers, and eventually a plug-door backup reefer, when the Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer and Plastics Factory came
online, these cars were re-assigned as insulated box cars with the primary duty of exclusively hauling the outbound lading
from just these two customers. It doesn't matter which car comes home first, as any in the fleet can be sent to the customer.
As a result what was a MC mistake has now become an asset, and the express car utilization cycle is once again excellent.



1910 ACF 36', 20-ton tare, Covered Hopper (1941 box car conversion), steel underframe with double-sheathed wood sides.
Reading, XMph class, 11550—-12349 series (#12343) =renamed= #5706 - CW
Reading, XMph class, 12350-12999 series (#12870) =renamed= #5707 - CW

The Hershey chocolate factory in Pennsylvania used cocoa beans that were transported by the Reading Railroad. Originally
the beans were bagged and transported in standard box cars. To speed the loading and unloading of cocoa beans a covered
hopper would have been the preferred upgrade from box cars. However, the only covered hoppers at the time were all
metal, and the Hershey company did not want their beans flavor compromised with a metallic taste.

The Reading, seeing that there was no suitable commercial alternative, in 1941 built a small fleet of six custom wooden
covered hoppers made from converted Reading XMp boxcars. They removed the side doors and planked over the side
openings, and added six square roof hatches and two drop chutes. In 1948 Reading upgraded the trucks and brakes.

In 1957 when the spur to the grain elevator was being built, the MC also saw the value of a covered hopper. Because of their
very high cost though, the MC assumed they would have to settle for grain door box cars. This same year however Pullman-
Standard began offering metal covered hoppers with a food-grade lining, and the reading was quick to acquire them to
replace the wooden Hershey hoppers. Even though the Reading was an east coast railroad, the Hershey company was
famous, and thus the MC learned of the fleet replacement plan.

A car designed for cocoa beans can carry grains, so the MC approached to Reading to buy two of these XMph cars, and the
Reading basically said: "If you can haul them, you can have them". These two cars are now in rotating MC captured service
(as one goes to maintenance the other comes out, unless it is rush season when both may be out) hauling soybeans, corn,
and winter wheat from the MC Grain Elevator in Miami county to the MoPac distribution elevator in Kansas City. Eventually
these antiques will be replaced, but for now they suit the elevators needs perfectly.

1923 ACF 40', 28-ton tare, 4' double swing door (1952 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, steel underframe with wood sides.
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55268) =renamed= #5801 - R
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55437) =renamed= #5802 - R
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55610) =renamed= #5803 - R
Pacific Fruit Express, 55001-55900 series (ex-Western Pacific #55630) =renamed= #5804 - R

By 1958 it was confirmed that the Meridian Centrals ventilated express reefers were not returning from interchange in a
timely manner. What the MC needed was good condition interchange cars that were not subject to "appropriation".

Western Pacific was a member in the Pacific Fruit Express. However they were always reluctant to put money into upgrading
existing cars. Finally PFE forced their hand and in 1952 rebuilt nine hundred of the WP cars, keeping the double-sheathed
wood sides, but adding collapsible ice bunkers and Preco underfloor mechanical air-circulating fans.

Western Pacific as a system was in excellent financial condition, so in 1958 they began aggressively disposing of older
equipment and replacing the purged rolling stock with modern equivalents. This included equipment that had recently been
refurbished, but was of an older design. The MC approached the WP with a bulk purchase offer to buy four of their PFE wood
bunkered ice reefers. To sweeten the deal further, the MC also offered to purchase an old side dump gondola. Although the
reefers were in great condition, the WP agreed to sell the obsolesced cars to the MC at liquidation prices.

As these reefers had recently been refurbished and were 100% interchange ready, the MC didn't need to run them through
the shop. They were needed now, so they went right into the field as-was, still sporting their bold paint colors. They are used
in Ventilator service, as a substitution for the roaming CB&Q ventilated express reefers acquired earlier.

Like most wooden reefers these cars use standard freight trucks. However the fact that these cars are not passenger train
ready is not important, as passenger trains are starting to fade away, and experience has shown the MC that ultra high speed
delivery of the MC customers produce is not required anyway. Even if the regional shipments may dry up as supermarkets
start consolidating into massive hub warehouses, being just spitting distance from Kansas City hub warehouses means that
only direction of travel would change, not travel times. These wood cars will remain viable.



1912 ACF 36', 19-ton tare, 5' sliding door (1938 rebuild) Stock Car, steel underframe with wood slat sides.
Missouri Pacific, 30000—-32500 series (#30087) =renamed= #5806 - S

The Metal Works generates premium coil steel tailings that are highly desirable by scrap dealers. The problem is that the MC
only has a wood sided Caswell gondola, which would be torn up by the metal scrap. Placing a foreign road gondola at the
spur and waiting for it to be filled would incur huge demurrage charges. Also rain and snow would fill the gondola, lowing
the metal scrap value. A box car is better, bur there is still the demurrage charge problem. Since the car would essentially be
a dumpster, the MC needed to acquire an interchange legal car that was dirt cheap. As a recession cost savings measure, the
MC only patched the numbers instead of repainting. Since the car mostly just sits, it very rarely requires maintenance.

The Meridian Central concluded that the answer was an old stock car. In the depressed 1958, stock cars were sitting idle
everywhere, and the MC found an antique 36' stock car on the MoPac which was parked on a rip track in preparation for
destruction. The small 36' car is perfect, as the body is less prone to sagging. Even though the car is usually only filled to
about 1/3 capacity before going to the scrap dealer, it is ready to move quicker than a 40' box car or gondola.

The problem of metal falling through the stock car slats or chewing up the wood sides was solved by bolting some of the free
Metal Works scrap coil steel tailings around the lower inside of the car. Obviously this modification means that the car can
no longer be used to haul cattle, but so what, as it was now in a dedicated captured dumpster service. The scrap yard will
accept the car, because the metal stays in better condition as compared to it being in an exposed gondola.

This customized MC stock car is now the Metal Works exclusive metal dumpster instead of a gondola. MC spots the car in
front of the plants outbound door. The car is shifted out of the way when a delivery goes to the plant, and then is put back
in place. When sufficiently full the car is sent to the scrap dealer via interchange. As the car is unusable for other lading, it is
returned promptly. The Metal Works temporarily stores any scrap within the plant until the car returns.

1923 ACF 40', 30-ton tare, 5' Plug-door (1949 rebuild) Bunkered Ice Reefer, speed trucks, steel underframe with wood sides.
Santa Fe Refrigerator Despatch, 20000—29999 series (#22356) =renamed= #6001 - R

Assuming the MC reefers come back exactly on time, the Meridian Central has just barely enough reefers to cover when one
has to go into the shop (the ex-CB&Q express reefers could not be counted upon to be available, as they are now primarily
handling dry goods shipments). What the MC needed was a backup that could also provide additional duties.

The Santa Fe Refrigerator Despatch operates their cars in a warm and dry environment. They also used the better insulating
kapok for insulation, rather than the slightly smelly horse hair used on the MC reefer from the American Refrigerator Transit
Companys. Unlike the ART cars they spent much of their life hauling produce that did not require top icing or brine, so the
car fleets insides stayed clean and in excellent shape.

During the 40s SFRD took many of their old refrigerator cars and rebuilt them with steel sides, but sometimes they chose to
keep the wood sides and just add a better sealing plug-door. The reason for bothering to add plug-doors is because the SFRD
reefers already were equipped with a wider than standard 5' doorway. However by the 60s it was clear to SFRD that the
future was in steel side mechanical reefers, so they began selling off some of their rebuilt wood ice reefers.

A clean plug-door reefer that still had its wood sides is rare, but the perfect car for the Meridian Central, as it could be used
as a replacement when one of the other MC cars goes into the shop. More importantly it is a clean car that can be used as a
smaller capacity (and slightly narrower door) substitution for a regular Plug-door box car, plus it is an insulated car. The car

has all the capabilities of a premium double-sheathed wood ice reefer, and can be used in ventilator service.

Because these cars were transitional to steel reefers thus still had some life left, the SFRD was not willing to sell one at a
steep discount. However during the 1960 recession they were convinced to part with it at a fair price. The car is interchange
legal, and as a bonus is equipped with high speed freight trucks. Although they are unused, the MC kept the ice bunkers
intact. Currently this car stays on the MC, rotating between the hothouse and apple warehouses and the grocery warehouse.



Photos of the Freight Rolling Stock:
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ACF 40' double-sheathed wood Bunkered Ice Reefer
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'8 Road Rolling Stock Reasoning (in chronological order):

Until now used road vehicles were purchased in minimum necessary quantities to fill gaps. Versatility, remaining service life,
and especially low purchase cost,were major criteria. There were two big advantages to initially buying used, the first being
lower cost, and the second being that military surplus vehicles, as opposed to civilian grade, are a better fit for the unusual
conditions of the Meridian Centrals right-of-way.

1963 will mark the first time that every one of the road vehicles will be individually considered for potential retirement.
Although used vehicle purchases would still be desirable, the MC sees that advanced technology is now becoming
mainstream, and has budgeted to purchase a few custom new units if necessary. The MC has been gathering feedback from
employees as to the types and quantities of road vehicles desired, and their preferences for how a replacement vehicle
should be kitted out. Unexpectedly many employees are still satisfied with the existing fleet, and maintenance has been able
to keep them running without significant cost or issues.



Tracked MOW Vehicles:

1952 Allis-Chalmers 15', 15-ton tare, tracked Bulldozer, HD-15 class.
government post-Korea auction - M20 28', 20-ton capacity, 9-ton tare, lowboy trailer included in sale.

This bulldozer had been specifically acquired by the government for the Korean War. However upon its arrival the war was
already winding down, so the government put it into storage. Although essentially new, at the conclusion of the war it was
deemed to be surplus, and sold at auction along with an older accompanying lowboy trailer.

Because this is a heavy duty bulldozer, and thus not as nimble, local building contractors were passing on it. The founder
who was a contractor understood that it would be exactly what the Meridian Central needed for right-of-way grading and
pulling out stumps.

The Meridian Centrals 2%-ton capacity Cargo Truck grudgingly tows the lowboy trailer with bulldozer to job sites. The
bulldozer and its trailer is stored in a shed beside the spur leading to the Meridian Bluffs vault. Businesses are allowed to
rent the bulldozer whenever it is idle.



Photos of the Tracked Road Rolling Stock:

Allis-Chalmers tracked Bulldozer, HD-15 class = lowboy trailer being loaded



Wheeled MOW Vehicles:

1951 Quick-Way 23', 6-ton capacity Crane, E class, on half-cab carrier.
Kansas City & Kansas final liquidation - Accessorized with a used GP clamshell (crane came with just a hook).

The KC&K was an interurban line that ran from south of Kansas City towards Olathe. Near the end of its life the Kansas City &
Kansas was having trouble maintaining the line, so their last big investment was the purchasing of a Quick-Way Crane
mounted on a half-cab carrier. When after their final closing the KC&K liquidated all their remaining assets, the MC was able
to purchase the crane.

As a crane was needed to clear muck from the bottomlands, the MC accessorized this crane with a used general purpose
clamshell to supplement the existing hook. The crane is posted at the Aubrey headquarters, and is used to lift heavy items.
When needed in the field it can travel under its own power. When used to clear muck in the bottomlands it is typically
loaded onto the MC flat car, where it can dump debris directly into the adjacently coupled MC side dump gondola.
Businesses are allowed to rent the crane whenever it is idle.

1942 GMC 24', 2%-ton capacity dumping Cargo Truck, metal roof, 6x6 transmission, CCKW-353 H1 class.
government post-Korea auction - Rigged for heavy trailer towing.

Kansas City is a central location in the United States. Because of this, right after the Korean war the federal government held
a huge auction here of Korean war and remaining choice WW?2 surplus equipment. It could not have come at a better time.
The Meridian Central had a field day stocking up on everything from office equipment to heavy construction equipment.

A 2%-ton capacity cargo truck purchase was necessary for pulling the lowboy trailer loaded with a bulldozer. It is a heavy
load for this vehicle to tow, so it must take care when doing so. As a bonus beyond just carrying cargo (the truck is not
designed to carry passengers in the rear), the particular truck purchased by the MC was outfitted with a dumping
mechanism, and was the reason why this older truck was still in government inventory.

The dump truck can be paired with the Quick-Way crane for jobs at a distance from the MC tracks. It is also the vehicle used
to tow the bulldozer on its trailer to a job site. Vehicle has a removable conestoga top to protect the cargo deck. This truck is
posted at the Aubrey headquarters, and is normally used just for fetching heavy cargo for the parts warehouse. Businesses
are allowed to rent the truck whenever it is idle.

1944 Dodge 14', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, soft roof, WC 51 class.
government post-Korea auction
government post-Korea auction

1945 Dodge 15', %-ton capacity Utility Truck, 4x4 transmission, winch, soft roof, WC 52 class.
government post-Korea auction - Came with a removable M1 Snow Plow Kit.
government post-Korea auction - Came with a removable M1 Snow Plow Kit.

These four trucks also came from the federal government auction. They were end of WW2 vehicles that were still in
inventory at the time of the Korean war. Two are WC 51 class, and two are WC 52 class which are identical except for having
an integral front bumper mounted winch. The two WC 52 trucks came to auction with attached M1 Snow Plow Kkits.

Three of the trucks are posted at the Aubrey headquarters, and one of the WC 52 trucks along with its snowplow is posted at
the Meridian Bluffs station. The snow plows were a nice bonus, as the MC now has the ability to plow its station parking lots
on its own. These four off-road capable vehicles are the workhorses of the MOW department. They have a removable soft
top, and each rear area has fold-down benches that can carry an entire work squad with their tools.



1936 International Harvester 19', 1%5-ton capacity Staked Flatbed Truck, dual rear wheels, C30 class.
local farmer sale - Modified for hand car transport.

The MC owns a hand car used to closely inspect its rails. However the length of the MC main line means that moving the
hand car along the rails under its own power to a new job site can be impractical. What the MC needed was a flatbed truck
that could conveniently transport the hand car to a new job site.

A local farmer advertised for sale a flatbed truck that was suitable. While an older vehicle it had only seen light service,
having been mostly used to transport crated pumpkins. This truck was built by International Harvester, and by coincidence
the Louisburg hardware store, which the MC serves, is also an International Harvester farm equipment dealer. The MC thus
made a deal with the hardware store to get any needed spare parts at a discount for its International Harvester fleet.

The truck is posted at the Aubrey headquarters, and is used to support MOW crews by transporting heavy and bulky items
that can not be conveniently handled by their Dodge utility trucks. After purchase the truck bed was modified with two strap
steel topped fold-away strips, to allow easy hand car loading and transport without compromising the trucks flat bed.

1941 International Harvester 16', %-ton capacity Pickup Truck, K2 class.
local farmer sale

Especially for the northern suburban area, the MC needed a pickup truck that the signal crew could use to inspect and
perform light service on road crossings and signals. An IH truck was preferred for fleet standardization. Again a local farmer
was able to supply the MC with a suitable used truck at a great price. The truck is posted at the Aubrey headquarters.

1950 International Harvester 19', 1-ton capacity Pickup Truck, L-130 class.
local farmer sale

As the MC expanded south into rural Kansas, the signal crew needed a second pickup truck to service the area. A used pickup
truck was purchased from another local farmer, and is also posted at the Aubrey headquarters.

1950 International Harvester 20', light-commercial capacity Step Van, workspace, L-150 Metro class.
second hand lot

While the pickup trucks are suitable for moving crossing and signal equipment, they are not suited to carry test equipment
and an inventory of small parts. What is needed as a supplement is a small mobile workshop with parts bins and a small
workbench. In a second hand lot the MC found what they needed, a step van that was previously owned by a plumbing
company. It was a light-commercial capacity step van, which is a notch larger than what was desired (the shorter IH L-130
based Metro would have been preferred). However it was already outfitted with a small bench and parts bins, which saved
the MC the cost of adding these itself. The modifications also lowered the sale price, as such modifications made the step
van less appealing to companies such as carpet cleaners. Sometimes you just have to compromise and take what is available.
The step van is now posted at the Aubrey headquarters, outfitted and ready for job site dispatch.



1949 Hough 12', Front Loader, Payloader HF class.
second hand lot

Although inefficient, the crane with clamshell can be used to lift ballast into a transport vehicle. However when the rare
occurrence of a used Front Loader appeared in a second hand lot, it was a purchase opportunity that could not be passed up.
The front loader is sheltered in a shed beside the spur leading to the Meridian Bluffs vault, and tasked with loading ballast
into the drop bottom gondola or rarely the dump truck. Businesses are allowed to rent the front loader whenever it is idle.

1948 International Harvester 8', Tractor, Farmall Cub class.
Farmers Hardware trade in - Modified with behind seat toolbox and hood mount for shovel.
Farmers Hardware trade in - Modified with behind seat toolbox and hood mount for shovel.

Tracks require constant inspection. Walking is the most effective, but impractical on a railroad as long as the MC. A switching
locomotive or a "speeder" are often employed, but they require the ability to duck out from traffic. That is a problem on the
extremely rural southern portion of the MC, which has few sidings and lots of MoPac traffic. Many railroads solve this
problem by using a Hy-Rail vehicle, which can exit the tracks when a train approaches. Unfortunately, they are expensive.

The Meridian Central solved the problem in a twofold manner. North of the interchange siding the MC uses its NW2 switcher
to patrol the track during non-commuter hours. For the MoPac used tracks the MC purchased two used Farmall Cub
Tractors. These tiny tractors were modified with a toolbox behind their single person seat, and a hood mount to which is
clamped a shovel and a probing pry bar.

The operator slowly drives the tractor over the ties between the rails, doing any very minor maintenance and marking the
bigger jobs on his inspection sheet. If he needs to clear the tracks for a train, he simply drives off the track. One tractor is
posted at the Loisburg station, where it either patrols northwards to the MoPac Paola connector, or southwards to the grain
elevator. The other tractor is posted at the Meridian Bluffs station, where it either patrols northwards to the grain elevator,
or southwards to the MoPac Rich Hill connector.

1953 International Harvester 17', %-ton capacity Panel Truck, R-120 class.
local handyman sale - Already equipped with an external ladder rack and some internal parts bins.

Facility grounds keeping, interior cleaning, and heavy maintenance are all contracted. However at the end of 1960 the MC
realized it needed to have its own handyman traveling around to make minor repairs and keep the MC facilities in tip-top
condition. Searching the papers the MC found a handyman business that was advertising an IH panel truck for sale at a fair
price. Having been already equipped for handyman duty, the panel truck came with an external ladder rack and some
interior parts bins. This panel truck is posted at the Aubrey headquarters.



Photos of the Wheeled Road Rolling Stock:

Quick-Way 6-ton capacity Crane, E class, on half-cab carrier
<note: photo shows crane in its flat car transport configuration>

GMC 2%-ton capacity dumping Cargo Truck, 6x6 transmission, CCKW-353 H1 class
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International Harvester 1%-ton capacity Staked Flatbed Truck, dual rear wheels, C30 class



International Harvester %-ton capacity Pickup Truck, K2 class







International Harvester %-ton capacity Panel Truck, R-120 class.



Runabouts:

1949 Plymouth 16', Sedan, huge trunk, Special De Luxe class.
second hand lot - Accessorized with a homebrew radio to the MC dispatcher.

Up to this point supervisors were using their own vehicles. Problem was they needed a way to confer with staff back at
headquarters while at a work site. The MC purchased a used Plymouth (same family as Dodge) four-door sedan, which had a
trunk large enough to hold two footlockers. A bottom loaded whip antenna was attached to the bumper and a homebrew
radio installed which could talk directly with the dispatcher. The car is posted at the Aubrey headquarters, and functions as
both an errand runabout and the supervisor rapid response vehicle. Later it was supplemented by the police cruiser, with the
MC station wagons acting as contingency backups.

1952 Chevrolet 19', Station Wagon (8 passenger), Styleline Deluxe class.
company employee personal sale

While the MC sedan can carry several passengers and has a huge trunk, a large train crew would have had to squeeze in, and
the sedan can not transport long items. A better vehicle for the purpose is a Station Wagon, as it can switch between
carrying passengers or transporting long items.

One of the MC executives has a large family, for which had been purchased a maximum capacity station wagon. When it was
time to replace the vehicle, he proposed that the MC should buy it as a runabout to supplement the sedan. The MC accepted
and now keeps it posted at the Prairie Village station, where it can make deliveries beyond the end of the line or transport a
train crew. It also functions as a northern contingency fallback for the supervisor sedan and cruiser vehicles.

1948 GMC 35', School Bus with Wayne body (28-adult passengers), rear door, FCS-370 class.
Stanley school district retirement - One rear seat row removed to make room for tools (now 24-adult passengers).

Sometimes big projects need to be undertaken which only require physical labor, yet not all laborers have their own cars
which they can drive to a work site. Although there were ways to function without the vehicle (the MC has a tent), the selling
price was right; so when the Stanley school district retired an old rural school bus, the MC bought it and posted it at the
Aubrey headquarters. Since the bus has a rear door, one rear seat row was removed to make room for rear loaded tools.

The bus is primarily used for group transport of track gangs and their lunches to job sites, providing cold weather warm up
and refuge if the weather suddenly changes. Occasionally it will be used by marketing to pickup students for a field trip to
the Meridian Central. The rear door allows extremely long items, such as pipes, to be loaded for transport in the isle
between the seats. Businesses are allowed to rent the bus whenever it is idle.

1956 Chevrolet 19', Station Wagon (8 passenger), Beauville class.
company employee personal sale

The same MC executive with the large family was again disposing of his maximum capacity station wagon. Now that the MC
was operating at full capacity, a runabout at each end of the passenger line was desired. The MC again took the offer and
now keeps this station wagon posted at the Meridian Bluffs station, where it can make deliveries beyond the end of the line
or transport a train crew. It also functions as a southern contingency fallback for the supervisor sedan and cruiser vehicles.

1956 Dodge 17', Police Cruiser, radio equipped, alley lights, Coronet Pursuit class.
police auction

Car manufacturers now make dedicated police cruisers with heavy duty suspensions, two-way radios, and even alley lights.
When the local police department put a cruiser up for auction, the MC bought it. The MC re-tuned the radio to the MC

dispatcher frequency, and posted the vehicle at the Aubrey headquarters as the second radio equipped supervisor use. The
supervisor sedan covers for the cruiser when it is in maintenance, and the MC stations wagons act as contingency backups.



Photos of the Runabouts:

Plymouth Sedan, huge trunk, Special De Luxe class.

GMC School Bus with Wayne body, rear door, FCS-370 class
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'9" Railroad Structures Overview (in chronological order):

Although technically qualified, MC management does not perform the grunt work of physical construction. All MC station
agents and the dispatcher have a telephone at their desk to keep each other updated. As the stations only handle smaller
MC LCL and express packages, the MC is not adverse to hiring female station agents. MC salesmen work very hard to
convince small sized businesses to build beside the tracks and be rail served.

The railroad and all of its supported buildings are of 1950s new construction. Buildings thus mostly reflect the modernist
aesthetic of this period. The railroad is a "clean" operation, meaning that it has always been diesel and the infrastructure
from an external perspective is bleeding-edge advanced for the period.

"Time" is the Meridian Centrals primary product. A large portion of the MC business is in the expeditious local movement of
perishable agriculture from small farms in the south to small groceries in the north. Another large portion of MC revenue is
its acting as a bypass bridge for time sensitive MoPac through freight traffic. Although passenger traffic is mostly break-even,
the MC is a huge promoter of being the mass transit provider for the explosively growing surrounding suburbs, and this
tactic has resulted in some businesses and homes clustering near the MC tracks.

It should be noted that while much of the story of the Meridian Central is focusing on its railroad operation, the owners are
real estate men first, who also invest in commercial property and deal in side hustles that are only indirectly tied to the
railroad. Examples are land and building space leasing, along with renting out idle construction equipment.

Prairie zone is in a suburban residential area, where the MC targets the Kansas City commuter.
Metcalf zone is a suburban commercial area, where the MC targets stores and businesses.

Plaza zone is a suburban-edge mixed use area, where the MC targets pioneers.

Stanley zone is a rural transition zone with greenhouse farmers.

Stilwell zone is a rural area with orchard farmers.

Wea zone is a rural area of scattered settlements.

Louisburg zone is an established crop farmers village.

Drexel zone is an extremely rural area with grain farmers.

Bluffs zone is a newly constructed planned residential community for executives and professionals.
Bottomland zone is an undeveloped preserve.

In the sketches, the date beside the name is when the business cornerstone was laid. Spots are noted if there is more than
one dock serviced. Track siding lengths listed in the descriptions caption are only what has been specifically allotted to the
business. Often businesses will be sharing the same spur. The Inbound and Outbound lists car types typically requested, but
Outbound does not always list all Empty cars that are simply moving back to interchange.



Flower Depot - 1952 zone: Prairie siding: 200"
function: Transfer cut flowers.
Inbound =
1 - MC Shining Star of cut flowers, Monday-Saturday, from Stanley hothouse to Prairie Village flower depot
Outbound =
1 - MC Shining Star of bouquets, Monday-Saturday, from Prairie Village flower depot to W 119th St florist

The first, and one of the most important, buildings commissioned by MC was a "Floral Transit Exchange" Flower Depot at the
end of the line at Juniper St. Here is where hothouse plants are unloaded from train car baggage doors, then sorted and
temporarily stored in advance of pickup by local florist delivery vehicles. The depot does not require a large footprint, but it
has to remain relatively naturally cool, and offer a small amount of supplemental natural light.

There were several reasons for building here first, even before MC had laid any tracks. This location sits in the southwest
corner of Prairie Village, a newly incorporated (1951) town which in 1949 had been voted "Best Planned Community in
America" by the National Association of Home Builders. The site was already zoned for mixed use, so having a building in
place before the suburbs moved south allowed the railroad, even without any track, to be seen as a "grandfather" business.
MC, both to foster goodwill and acknowledge Prairie Villages vision, decided to make the building modern, yet also
conservative. This demonstration of care and taste would smooth the way for the radical station which Meridian Central was
planning to soon build next to the depot.

The building was designed as an inexpensive "unobtrusive" wholesale warehouse, closely resembling a standard postwar
Ranch house. It is a rectangular footprint of 30'x40', with 12'-high walls (offering as a side benefit a cooler floor temperature
as compared to a standard 8' wall) and a hipped, asphalt-shingled roof. The exterior features a sophisticated brick layout,
with the main walls using a Norman brick running half-bond pattern, accented by a strip of soldier-bond Queen bricks just
beneath the soffit. A row of natural lighting 10-inch glass blocks sits directly below the soldier bricks on both 30' end walls.

To align with the sites geography, the building is positioned so its western 40" wall runs parallel to a 35 degree from North
angled abutting track spur, which terminates at the southwest corner of Juniper St and W 75th St. A 50'+ deep parking area,
used also for loading, is situated between the depots eastern wall and Juniper St.

The building allows for the side-unloading of only one train car at a time, by passing cargo through the building. The spur

extends 80' beyond the depots northern 30' wall, allowing for off-spot train car shifting (and there is another 100' beyond
that to the end of the line). Spur track sovereignty also extends 80' south from the southern side of the building, at which
point it connects into the Prairie Village Station runaround stub.

Egress is provided by an external 10' wide sliding door on each 40-foot wall side. Both doors southern frames are set 5' from
the south wall, so that the south wall can in future have a refrigerator or shelving. Street side door sill is flush at floor level.
Track side door sill is 4' above the floor level (train baggage compartment height, which is the reason for the 12' high ceiling),
and it is abutted in the buildings interior by a freestanding 10'-wide x 5'-deep landing centered on the door. Northward from
this landing a 7% shallow-rise 5' wide wooden ramp descends, turns across the 30' north wall, then turns again to finish at
the concrete floor north of the low-set door frame. Note that the wooden freestanding ramp was not built until 1956 when
train service actually began.

The buildings hanging ceiling lighted interior is arranged with a 15' long work table centered on the buildings centerline,
abutting and paralleling the ramp along the northern 30' wall (the few supplies needed arrive by truck). 5' hothouse flower
trolley docks marked on the floor with paint abut and parallel the ramps along the eastern and western walls A door
centered 10' wide alley extends east-west from the low-set door to the high-set doors landing. Although there is no toilet in
the building (use station), there is a spigot over a bund with drain runout underneath the door landing. A north-south 10'
wide alley, centered along the buildings centerline, extends from the east-west alley north to the work table.

Flowers arrive from the Hothouse Warehouse not in traditional express car packaging, but in specially designed difficult to
spill tin vases, which fit in special holding racks built into the RDC (in a rare occasion when the RDC is not in use, the
Hothouse Warehouse reverts to the traditional express car packaging). Empty vases from a previous day are put back into
the RDC after the full vases are first removed. The Flower Depot has special pallet sized push-trolleys that are used to move
the cut flowers down the ramp and into parking spots on the depot floor.



Aubrey Headquarters - 1953 zone: Stilwell siding: n/a
function: Weigh outbound cars. Maintain and repair rollingstock. Turn and park work cars.
Inbound =

Cars for Weighing and transferring to interchange by switcher, multiple

Cars for Washing and Maintenance, as scheduled
Outbound =

Cars transferred from Interchange for local train by switcher, multiple

The headquarters complex in Aubrey is aligned northeast-southwest on the western side of the main line in the southwest
corner of Metcalf Ave & W 199th St, with the spur approaching at a slight south-southwest angle. It consists of a Wye track,
which can be used like a runaround track, and three yard tracks. The western yard track has 30'separation due to the shop.

The yard lead is the base of a Wye track. On the eastern side of the lead is the Meridian Centrals headquarters building and
parking, in the architectural style of a contemporary telephone exchange building, paralleling and fronting Metcalf Ave. This
is where management, the dispatcher, and the locally hired bookkeeping clerks work. Along the lead on the western side is a
Woye track for turning the Jordan Spreader. Inside the Wye on the western side of the yard lead is where spare rail and ties
are stacked. The very end of the long tail track is used as a bone yard, where bad-order cars awaiting parts can be
temporarily parked out of the way. The NW5 locomotive typically parks 100' beyond the head of this Wye tail.

Immediately past the southern Wye turnout is a righthand turnout forming western "Service" yard track. This track is flanked
to its west by a utility lane arriving north from W 207th St. MOW storage buildings and workshops abut the west side of this
yard track. In southerly order along the track is a wash rack with hoses and scrub brushes for manual car washing. Beyond
there is an outdoor inspection area with pit and ladder where rolling stock is inspected, and where locomotives are lubed
and sand is refilled. The Fuel Distributor provides the containers of lube. The small sand tower is filled from a truck
transporting local kiln-dried sand, which is then augured to the top of the tower using a pipe auger salvaged from MC
purchased farm land.

The maintenance area is followed by an unloading area for the lumber shed with saw and storage building on the west side
of the track. This area includes a 30'-long wood ramp that leads westwards down from the track to a walkway, which allows
box cars to be easily unloaded and the goods moved to the storage building. The warehouse has a used Walkie Stacker to aid
in unloading. Should the Metcalf Dock ever need to use it, it can be transported over on the bed of caboose #5902. Heavy
loads are handled by the Quick-Way crane.

The unloading area is followed by a pass through 120'-long x 30'-wide, tall corrugated steel wall Repair-In-Place car shop,
which has rollup doors over the track on both ends. The car shop as built was equipped with a 120' run of overhead crane
rails, but it wasn't until 1955 that a surplus civilian war-effort factory 30-ton, 25-ft span, traveling crane was installed. The
shops southwestern corner includes a lathe and other machine tools. Beyond the car shop building to the yard tracks end
north of W 207th St is the outdoor car servicing space, with extra wheels typically stored at the very tip.

Immediately past the righthand turnout is a lefthand turnout forming the eastern "Holding" yard track. This track is where
blocks of cars are assembled to either be placed on the Local Freight, or transported to the Interchange track. The end of the
track is commonly used for holding the layover cars, although they can also be placed on the Wye stub.

The center "Weighing" yard track is used for sorting cars. There is an open area, followed by the Static Weighing Scale, then
followed by a longer stretch of open area. At the end is where idle MOW cars are temporarily parked. The end of the spur is
capped by a hard packed graded earth mound circus-loading ramp, utilized to load the crane truck onto the MC flat car.

A wooden 10'-square track scale reading shack abuts the west side of the weigh bridge. Its north, east, and south walls have
small standing height windows, and the center of the west wall has an outward opening door. Inside and centered in front of
the eastern wall is the mechanical weight indicator. The space north of the door has a standing height writing table with a
supplies cabinet beneath, while the southern space is empty. The scale pit remained empty and the shack was unbuilt until a
used 52' mechanical lever-type static weighbridge was purchased from the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy in 1957.

The MOW team is supplemented by several road vehicles that are home based here. The NW3 is used on Sundays to inspect
the full length of the MC main line, while the Hand Car is used for a close up rail-running inspection of an area if required.
The Smith's General Store in Stilwell sells simple cold sandwich fare for those who don't want to brown bag their lunch.



Prairie Village Station - 1954 zone: Prairie siding: 500
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
1 - MC Shining Star of The Johnson County Herald local newspaper bundles, late afternoon thursday
MC Express, occasionally

This station is the closest point that the Meridian Central tracks come to the city of Kansas City. The station was deliberately
built with the intention of shouting to the City that MC was a major player. The station architecture is a showpiece of the
mid-century modern designer esthetic and valance lighting mastery. The station interior includes both a comfortable waiting
room and a public use communications center, and the station surrounds are smoothly integrated for rapid passenger
transfer. Conveniences include restrooms with the expected ladies fainting couch and a novelty coin-operated scale, some
umbrella height coin-operated lockers, payphones, a kid owned shoeshine stand, and a tiny concession counter overseen by
the station staff (including any layover Railroad Hostesses). This station is always decorated for major holidays throughout
the year, which marketing advertises in the newspaper.

Not just a classy passenger waiting experience, this station also has a "Communications Center" consisting of a small quiet-
room outfitted with office equipment for exigency business executive use. Initial offerings included small package express
delivery along the MC route, long distance telephone, AT&T TWX, thermo-paper copier, electric typewriter, adding machine,
dictaphone, and a mailbox at the building entrance. After the opening of the Shawnee Mission Hospital an AT&T Facsimile
was added (initially just for hospital workers). Note that while this remote office seems ambitious, it is really just a slick
marketing deception, as most of the equipment was sourced used from amateur radio swap meets.

The station rear has a streetcar-like continuously paved station to platform area through which both the main line and siding
tracks cut. The paving is a non-glaringly lighted nonslip brickwork mosaic, which allows passengers to easily walk across the
main line and into a car waiting on the siding.

The awninged station entrance faces Ash St. The station front has an airport style loop with vehicle standing area for private
autos, non-Checker taxis, and busses to drop off or pick up passengers. There is also a lighted park-n-ride angled parking lot.

On the north side of the station building is a taxi stand, for passengers desiring to hire final-mile transport to destinations
such as Kansas City, the Union Station, or the TWA airport. Checker Cab pays the MC to allow an exclusive "concierge" taxi
experience from the Prairie Village Station. MC provides the taxi stand area, but Checker had to install an automatic-dialing
cab ride request phone. Other taxis can still use the loop, they just are not allowed to stand idle there waiting for a hire.

Prompted by the new commuter schedule, in the fall of 1960 the regional Coltharp Bus Lines began stopping at the station
twice a day in order to make connections with the Morning and Evening commuter trains. MC earns a handling fee from the
bus line in exchange for the Prairie Village station agent also selling their bus tickets. After the opening of the Shawnee
Mission Hospital in 1962, the hospital began operating a twice a day shuttle bus to the station for their staff change.

As this is the station where passenger trains layover and reverse direction, the station provides a crew lounge. Since
substitute locomotives were initially not EP equipped, the station platform has a "shore power" electrical cable connection
to pre-heat the luxury EP cars in winter, prior to passenger boarding. The old MC station wagon stays parked here for
contingencies requiring cargo transport beyond the station.



Hothouse Warehouse = 2spot - 1954 zone: Stanley siding: 340
function: Sell hothouse produce and herbaceous plants.
Inbound =
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of Empty, tuesday from Grocery warehouse
1- MC #5703 [or 01,02,04] insulated express car (vented) of Empty, wednesday
1 - box car of canadian peat fertilizer, thursday
1 - box car of assorted greenhouse supplies, monthly
Outbound =
1 - MC Shining Star of cut flowers, daily
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of hothouse produce, wednesday to Grocery warehouse
1-MC #5703 [or 01,02,04] insulated express car (vented) of ornamental plants, thursday
1 - box car of Empty, friday

This cinder block building was built by the Meridian Central to attract (and has attracted) a lease-to-own hothouse plant
growers Co-op. A warehouse long wall is aligned north-south paralleling and abutting the eastern side of the Stanley spur,
which is located in the southeastern corner of Metcalf Ave and W 153rd St. Vehicles turning south from W 153rd St access
the building on its eastern side, where the truck bays are located.

The entire warehouse structure, which functions much like a transfer depot, rests on a 100'x40' slab covered mound raised
4' above the surrounding landscape. On the track and truck sides there is a 4' ground to mound height retaining wall. The
north and south ends of the mound are graded from ground to 4' height, so that no retaining wall is required on these north
or south ends. Paths lead up these grades to a door on the northern walls northeast corner and a door on the southern walls
southeast corner.

The building is 100'-long x 40'-wide x 16'-high ceiling, and has an interior wall with sliding door that splits the building into a
40' x 40' "dirty" side and 60' x 40' "clean" side. On the long wall are two train car bays facing the spur and two opposing truck
bays on the opposite long wall, so both the clean and dirty side each have one bay. The raised mound makes the warehouse
floor baggage car floor height. The frame of the bay doors start 15' from the buildings side walls, and there is enough
separation between bays for two simultaneous box cars.

From the northern edge of the building the spur extends 150' to turnout clearance, and from the southern edge of the
building the spur extends another 90'. This provides space for off-spotting train cars. The northern bay is for the clean side
where greenhouse plants are held, while the southern bay receives greenhouse supplies and has a small cubicle with desk,
phone, typewriter stand, and a file case.

Typically clean side outbound traffic will be flowers, produce, and ornamental plants, while the dirty side inbound traffic will
be fertilizer and greenhouse supplies. Greenhouse heating logistics is unchanged from what was established before the MC.

Flowers are sent from the Hothouse Warehouse not in traditional express car packaging, but in specially designed difficult to
spill tin vases, which fit in special holding racks built into the RDC (in a rare occasion when the RDC is not in use, the
Hothouse Warehouse reverts to the traditional express car packaging). The Flower Depot has special pallet sized push-
trolleys that are used to move the cut flowers down the ramp and into parking spots on the depot floor. Empty vases from a
previous day are put back into the RDC after the full vases are first removed.

In 1961 the spur was extended 150' to accomodate a Coin Timer Assembler sharing the spur.



Wea Interchange Flex Siding - 1954 zone: Wea siding: 500' (x2)
function: Interchange with MoPac.
Inbound =
Interchange from Rich Hill, multiple
Interchange from Paola, multiple
Sorted and Weighed Interchange transferred from Aubrey, multiple
Outbound =
Interchange to Paola, multiple
Interchange to Rich Hill, multiple
Collected Interchange for transfer to Aubrey, multiple

Siding is treated as if it was two separate stub tracks of variable length (nominally 500' each). Northern half of siding is a
trailing spur for both Interchange arriving from Rich Hill, and Interchange departing for Paola. Southern half of siding is a
trailing spur for both Interchange arriving from Paola, and Interchange departing for Rich Hill.

A MoPac train will only service the trailing point turnout which is related to that trains direction of travel. The MC transfer
locomotive exchanges cars occupying both of the spurs. The MC locomotive removes all the incoming cars occupying the
spur before adding new cars to the spur for MoPac pickup. MC transferred cars are only placed on the appropriate
directional half of the siding for pickup by a MoPac train heading in that direction.

As a mailbox-like convenience, there is a 180 degree rotatable circular "pick up flag" sign on a pole on the northern turnout
divergences northeast side, facing southwest, and the southern turnout divergences southeast side, facing northwest. The
angle gives an approaching train a better view. One side of the sign is a red Missouri Pacific Lines buzz saw logo with white
lettering. The opposite side of the sign is solid lime green. When the MC transfer locomotive drops cars on the appropriate
direction interchange track, after of course having removed any MC destined cars currently there, it turns the appropriate
sign to show MoPac, so that the next MoPac train knows that the cars on the siding are for MoPac pick up. When a MoPac
train drops cars on the interchange track, after having removed any MoPac destined cars currently there, it turns the sign to
show lime green, so a later MoPac train knows the cars on the siding are for the MC and not for MoPac pick up. Obviously
other passing MoPac trains can continue to add more MC destined cars to the siding while the sign is showing lime green.

Installed at the sidings midpoint is a railroad use phone in a box, that has a placard with both the MC and MoPac dispatchers
telephone numbers. Although guests, MoPac crews are encouraged to report anything unusual noticed while on the MC.
Typically the NW2 will transfer cars from the Aubrey Headquarters by pushing the northern spur cars in front, and pulling the
southern spur cars behind. This way the two spurs can both be serviced as trailing point turnouts.

As an encroachment barrier, the MC has installed a tasteful low height border on each side of the track where the track
passes through the landscape of the historic Queen of the Holy Rosary church.



Apple Warehouse = 2spot - 1955 zone: Stilwell siding: 250'
function: Sell pome fruit and stone-fruit.
Inbound =
1- MC #5804 [or 01,02,03] reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, tuesday
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of Empty, thursday from Grocery warehouse
1- MC #5802 [or 01,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, friday
1 - box car of assorted tree fruit boxing supplies, monthly
Outbound =
1- MC #5802 [or 01,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of pome fruit, tuesday
1 - MC #5804 [or 01,02,03] reefer car (iceless/vented) of pome fruit, thursday
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of tree fruit, friday to Grocery warehouse
% - MIC #5601 [load] combine of boxed premium pome fruit, friday to Metcalf dock [unload]

This building was built by the Meridian Central to attract (and has attracted) a lease-to-own apple Co-op. The warehouse is
aligned north to south abutting and paralleling the eastern side of a Metcalf Ave paralleling spur south of W 197th Terrace
in Stilwell.

The building is conventionally constructed, and is 80-wide x 140-long, with truck bays on the eastern side. Vehicles from W
199th St use the southwesterly aligned Boroadmoor Ln to access the eastern side of the building, whereupon the lane turns
south towards the Fuel Distributor.

The northern edge of the warehouse is 100' from where the spur from the turnout clears the main line for off-spotting cars.
Originally the spur terminated 10' past the southern end of the building, but in 1957 the spur was extended further south in
order to add a new Fuel Farm.

There are two bays on the warehouses long western wall, which are serviced by the abutting paralleling spur. The bay in the
walls midpoint is for loading tree fruit, while the bay in the walls southwest corner is for supplies. The building is cooled
mechanically, so no ice service is required.

To accommodate local demand from neighborhood markets, the warehouse makes a tiny weekly shipment (typically not
more than 1/2 of a combines baggage compartments worth) of boxed premium pome fruit to the Metcalf Dock. The boxes
are loaded into the combine when the train already comes by to pick up the Grocery Warehouse reefer.



Metcalf Dock - 1955 zone: Metcalf siding: 410
function: Transfer side-load cargo.
Inbound =
% - MIC #5601 combine of walnut furniture, monday, from Louisburg furniture shop [unload]
% - MIC #5601 combine of residential pumps, tuesday, from Meridian Bluffs drainage pump fabricator [unload]
Y% - MIC #5601 combine of boxed hi-fi gear, tuesday, from Meridian Bluffs hi-fi manufacturer [unload]
% - MIC #5601 combine of boxed premium pome fruit, friday, from Stilwell apple warehouse [unload]
% - MIC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, friday from Grocery warehouse
1 - appropriate car, often
Outbound =
1 - MC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, monday to Louisburg vegetable warehouse {via delay at Aubrey}
1 - appropriate car, occasionally

This general merchandise transfer dock porch is the MCs main freight terminal. It was initially being used primarily for direct-
to-truck transferring of hothouse produce, tree fruit, and vegetables gathered from the farms and orchards along the MC
main line to the south. The trucks then delivered the items to grocery stores throughout the greater Kansas City area. Most
of this agricultural traffic was diverted after the Grocery Warehouse was built in 1962.

The warehouse has always been infrequently used, but was added as a hedge against future freight traffic growth. While the
walls provide protection against severe weather, and there is a roof vent to prevent excessive heat build up, the warehouse
does not include any toilets (workers use the station) or HVAC. While a forklift could be stationed here, currently only a
pallet jack, dollies, and hand trucks are available to supplement manual transfer. Should extra capability ever be needed, the
Aubrey Headquarters Walkie Stacker could be transported over on the bed of caboose #5902.

This transfer dock is a coarse version of the Flower Depot, suitable for an industrial area. The entire structure rests on a
30'x150' concrete slab covered mound raised 4' above the surrounding landscape. The 150' length is parallel to, and abuts
the north-south oriented track. The parking lot on the opposite side also abuts the 150' length. On the track and parking lot
sides there is a 4' ground to mound height retaining wall. The north and south ends of the mound are graded from ground
to 4' height, so that no retaining wall is required on these north or south ends. While not intended for this purpose, the
southern mound is tamped down solid enough that a wheeled vehicle could conceivably use it to drive off the porch and
down to the adjacent Metcalf Team Track paved area. A notch in the southeast parking lot side corner of the grading holds a
north-south staircase that connects to the slab at the top, and to a parking lot abutting landing at the bottom.

The mound is surfaced with a 30'x150' concrete slab floor. On the north end of the slab is a windowless 30'x30' square
warehouse, with 16'-high walls made of cinder block. The warehouse interior is lighted by overhead florescent tubes, and
the roof has a spinning ventilator salvaged from a barn on MC purchased land. The parking lot on the northeast corner of the
slab in front of the warehouse wall has space for a few nose-in parked cars.

The southern 30'x120' porch portion of the slab, which is large enough to even side-unload automobiles, is covered by an
awning that is an extension of the warehouse roof. Posts are placed at the awning end and at 30' intervals in between.
Clearance everywhere on the slab is 16' from floor to lowest overhead. The western side of the covered porch is where train
cars unload, and the eastern side is for truck loading. The truck loading zone has enough turning room that any truck could
back up to the porch, or a stake-bed truck could park sideways to the porch paralleling the porch retaining wall. Like the
warehouse, the porch is lighted by overhead florescent tubes. A few mounted fans and space heaters are provided to help
mitigate extreme temperatures when working on the porch.

There is a 14'-square portal on the southwest side of the warehouse wall adjacent to the 120'-long porch, that allows egress
into the warehouse from the porch. This portal is faced by an exterior 15'-wide x 15'-tall sliding door that opens completely
to cover the 15' blank wall. Normally cargo will be rolled directly from a box car, across the porch, and into a waiting truck.
Alternatively cargo can be rolled from a box car onto the porch, then turned 90 degrees, and rolled into the warehouse,
which has the capacity to hold a box car floors worth of cargo.

This transfer dock parallels a spur which extends from the eastern side of the main line. Although only one car is typically
side-unloaded onto the porch at a time, there is sufficient room for up to three standard cars. There is 260' between the
northern edge of the pad and the turnout to accommodate using the spurs head for train car sorting.



Metcalf Team Track - 1955 zone: Metcalf siding: 150
function: Transfer end-load cargo.
Inbound =
1 - appropriate car, rarely
Outbound =
1 - appropriate car, occasionally

At the very end of the spur used by the Metcalf Dock, and simultaneously constructed as a complement to it, is a public
Team Track. This team track is situated at the very end of the spur, extending 150' past the southern edge of the transfer
docks concrete slab porch. On the eastern side of this team track, and extending for 100' from the end of the spur back to
where the southern grade for the transfer dock begins, is a track abutting paved side-loading area, giving access to the entire
side of two 50' flat cars.

Additionally capping this team track at the southern tip of the spur, is a 90'-long (4.4% grade) x 15'-wide asphalt unloading
ramp with 10'-long x 15'-wide transition pad at the 4'-high top. This gentle ramp facilitates the unloading of farming
machines, piggyback trailers, automobiles, and even animals, from the ends of a flat car or end-door box car.



W 95th St Station - 1956 zone: Metcalf siding: 650"
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
1 - MC Shining Star of The Johnson County Herald local newspaper bundles, late afternoon thursday
MC Express, occasionally
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, irregularly

The W 95th St station has the vibe of a commercial artist; creative yet practical. While the station is of a modern design,
taking advantage of roman brick, glass, and clean lines, it exudes a sedate office building atmosphere. Facilities include a
lighted platform, toilets, payphone, TWX, and the central office for MC express services. The lobby has a large public bulletin
board, upon which local business and contractors are encouraged to post help wanted requests, and there is distinct
separation between the passenger waiting area and the express service counter.

A wing of the station contains an hourly rentable meeting room, useable by clubs. Lining a wall in the room is a display space,
in which local businesses can compactly showcase their company. Marketing added this as a way to draw closer ties between
local businesses and the MC. The room is equipped with folding chairs, a folding table, a chalk board, a portable projection
screen, and an a/v cart with both slide and film strip projector. All were salvaged cast-offs from local schools.

The station has the longest hours of all the MC stations, both to better accommodate business package handover and to
have an employee on hand while the meeting room is in use. As a further assistance to businesses, the service counter sells
minor packing supplies, similar to what is available for sale at post offices. Bear in mind that this station handles only small
packages destined for other stations within the MC system. For express shipments beyond the MC, the nearby Eagle Express
Terminal offers a direct competitor to the Railway Express Agency (REA): MoPac's service accepts and dispatches nationwide
express packages, with pickup from and delivery to customers' doors available for an additional fee. Local or nationwide
non-express shipments and large freight are handled by the nearby Metcalf Dock and its associated team track.

This station is the one most heavily patronized by merchants and couriers (Prairie Village Station is the one most heavily
patronized by office workers). Besides being only a short distance from the Meridian Central’s primary freight depot, it is the
railhead for ledgers and backup tapes moving to and from the vault in Meridian Bluffs via the MC small-package express
service. A unique and heavily advertised feature of this station is that In addition to the standard secure holding area, the
express counter contains an actual antique metal safe (acquired at a cheap price, as the safe is not secure enough for banks,
jewelers, or fur merchants), where "sensitive" business materials/tapes are temporarily kept secure prior to their pickup.



Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer - 1956 zone: Bluffs siding: 200"
function: Manufacture electronic products.
Inbound =

1- MC #5701 [or 02,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of Empty, monday

1 - box car of assorted electronic parts and boxes, every other month
Outbound =

¥ - MIC #5601 [load] combine of boxed hi-fi gear, tuesday, to Metcalf dock [unload]

1- MC #5701 [or 02,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of Hi-Fi electronics gear, tuesday
Spur Outbound =

1- MC #5603 drop bottom gondola of MOW ballast, on demand

1- MIC #5805 side dump gondola of MOW rip-rap, on demand

This building is owned by the Meridian Central, and was originally constructed as a demonstration facility encouraged for
touring (with tour guide examples of what happens to unprotected records), to prove the worth of Meridian Bluffs as a
location for storing business records, such as ledgers, receipts, photos, old correspondence, insurance documents, and
computer backup tapes. Keeping such records at their home office uses considerable amounts of expensive real estate, and
increases the buildings floor loading and fire risk. More pressingly, the federal government released an alarming civil defense
report in 1953 warning of the vulnerability of archival business records kept in urban areas.

The building is situated at the southeastern end of a northwest-southeast limestone bluff, in the northwest corner of the
current highway 69 and E 2200th St. A 15'-deep x 50'-wide notch is cut into the bluff, where the 40'-deep x 50'-wide building
is recessed into the notch so that the rear 15' of the buildings side walls are obscured. The buildings rear wall has a door
leading directly into a carved out vault room inside the limestone bluff. Although currently not dug very deep into the bluff,
there is considerable room inside the bluff for future vault excavation.

At the center of the 50' front wall is a double-door main entrance. The front of the building faces, but is set back 20' from, a
paralleling track spur which has traveled some distance from the MC main line. The walls are 10'-high roman brick, and the
roof from the front is a double V-shaped folded plate, forming a low profile \/\/ shape. Both exposed side walls have a 4'-
high clerestory, while the front wall has a right-angle triangular clerestory on both corners, and a 4'-high triangular clerestory
centered directly over the main entrance doors.

Paralleling and adjacent to the western side of the spur is a 10'-wide sloped paved earth walkway. The 10' square ground
level walkway landing is centered directly in front of the buildings main doors to the west. The walkway then gently rises

northwards 80' (5% grade) to a 4'-high x 10' square raised landing with flip-down bridge where train cars are spotted. This
walkway is used for box car unloading using a push cart.

The end of the spur originally terminates at the northwestern end of the building, but the spur has now been extended
northwestward to service the new business records vault building. The beginning of the spur, used for off-spotting, extends
back 80'from the southeastern end of the upper landing.

On the east side of the spur before it crosses E 2200th Rd, a 150' long section of hard packed, cinder embedded ground has
been added, and this area is designated for storing and loading MC ballast and rip-rap delivered from E 2200th Rd to the
north. A two vehicle tractor barn was salvaged from MC purchased land, and has been relocated near the ballast bins to
store the Hough Payloader and the bulldozer. It is equipped with a wall telephone and the old caboose stove. Also stored
here are several transportable outhouses and a small army surplus pavilion pole tent, for use by workers at remote job sites.
The crew liftable outhouses can be carried by a flat car, flatbed truck, or most often by the flat bed of caboose #5902.

In 1959 after a business records storage company had built their own vault farther along this spur, the Meridian Central
leased this building to a discreet component (not integrated console) Hi-Fi Electronics Gear Manufacturer. The limestone
vault space is used by the manufacturer for storage and whatnot, but the federal government has also placarded and
stocked it as a public fallout shelter for Meridian Bluffs. Marketing insisted that the hi-fi manufacturer receive a good lease,
as such a tenant would be a beacon for kindred electronics oriented firms to also settle in the area.

To accommodate local demand from Kansas City hi-fi dealers, the company now makes a tiny weekly shipment (typically not
more than 1/4 of a combines baggage compartments worth) of boxed hi-fi gear to the Metcalf Dock. The gear is loaded into
the combine when the train already comes by to pick up the weekly interchange box car shipment.



Seed Dealer - 1956 zone: Plaza siding: 130' (+300' pocket)
function: Sell herbicides, fertilizer, and seeds.
Inbound =
1 - box car of bagged fertilizer and herbicides, every other month
1 - box car of bagged seed, occasionally
Outbound =
1 - MC work car of herbicides, occasionally

A long spur (b. 1955) extends southwards on the eastern side of the main line, terminating at W 127th St. A new Seed Dealer
was convinced to build beside this spur at the northeast corner of Meridian Ave and W 127th St. The seed dealers property
south side abuts and parallels W 127th St, and its west side abuts and parallels the spur. From the northern edge of the seed
dealers property to the spurs turnout is 300'. This length, while allowing the off-spotting of train cars, is intended primarily as
a place to pocket MOW trains working up north.

The building is set 15' east of the spur and is 80'-wide x 40'-deep, with the long wall paralleling and facing the street. A 10" x
15' shed is tucked into the gap between the spur and the buildings northwest corner, with its wide door on the short wall
facing north. This shed may in future house a forklift, but currently is used to store herbicides.

The building is made of corrugated steel, and is set north from the road 35' to allow head-in parking and building egress at
the front. Behind the building the property extends northwards another 60', which allows U-turning of smaller trucks. East of
the building to the property edge is a 15' gap, which allows farm trucks to reach the rear of the building from the road.

There is a wide door in the northwest corner of the rear wall, with the western doorframe set 20' from the western wall.
Train cars are unloaded onto the ground on the western side of the buildings rear 30' gap, and trucks are loaded on the
eastern side of this work pad. There is enough room that some staging can be placed against the buildings rear wall, and
while tight, small vehicles can reverse their direction within the rear gap.

Typically the Seed Dealer will receive one box car of bagged fertilizer every other month, and one box car of bagged seed
occasionally. The Meridian Central has contracted with this dealer to provide their herbicide concentrate. When more is
needed, the MC will spot their sprayer car on the spur to retrieve a drum.



Fuel Farm - 1957 zone: Stilwell siding: 180' (+360' storage)
function: Sell fuel.
Inbound =

1 - tank car of diesel, every three weeks

1 - tank car of regular gasoline, monthly

1 - tank car of heating-oil, occasionally

1 - tank car of kerosene, occasionally

The spur (b.1955) servicing the Apple Warehouse which had previously terminated 10' past the southern end of the
warehouse was extended southwards to abut W 199th St. The end of the spur, which has 360' of long term train car parking,
typically parks Spreader #5807, covered Hopper 5706 or 5707, and Combine #5901.

The northern edge of the new Fuel Farm for Stilwell and surrounds is 130' south of the Apple Warehouse building. The Fuel
Farm has been contracted to be the locomotive diesel fuel and lubricants provider for the Meridian Central, so they operate
an underground diesel pipe along the MC utility corridor to a fuel stand on the northern 40' platform end of the Stilwell
Station passing track.

Vehicles enter the property from Broadmoor Ln on the eastern side. Facility includes an office, lubricant storage shed, tanker
fueling area, railroad vehicle fleet fueling area, and separate 20'-tall x 12'-diameter 12,000 gallon Gasoline, 25'-tall x 12'-
diameter 15,000 gallon Locomotive-grade Diesel, 20'-tall x 10'-diameter 10,000 gallon Heating-oil, and 16'-tall x 8'diameter
5,000 gallon Kerosene tanks.

The property parallels and abuts the spur, and a one tank car unloading rack with pump is located 30' south of the northern
property line. The business has a lubricant delivery pickup-truck and small fuel delivery tank truck.



Farmers Hardware - 1957 zone: Louisburg siding: 200"
function: Sell hardware, construction material, and farm equipment.
Inbound =
1 - box car of assorted hardware supplies, wednesday
1 - flat car of stick lumber or piping, thursday
Outbound =
1 - box car of Empty, thursday
1 - flat car of Empty, friday

This is a large general provisions hardware store which supplies the agricultural hardware, piping, and minor building
material needs for Louisburg and the farmers in the surrounds. The store also deals in International Harvester farm
equipment. It is located at a distance west of the MC mail line, on the southern side of W 271st St at a considerable distance
east of Metcalf Ave. The building is sandwiched in a 180' space between its MC spur on its southern side and W 271st St on
its northern side. Trucks and customers enter the property from W 271st St.

The building is 80'-wide x 100'-deep with a 50' setback from the road. Many items are stored outdoors. The 80' rear wall has
a large loading door parallel to the northern side of the spur, with the building edge 150' east of the LPG Distributor. There is
a considerable distance between the eastern edge of the building and the start of the curve towards the main line, of which
120' is allocated on the east side of the building for off-spotting cars.

There is a 30" gap between the building and spur, where at least 80 linear feet of outdoor train car side-unloading occurs.
The southern side of the spur in front of the side-unloading area is open land, that could also be used for unloading if
necessary to prevent car tipping. The business has a stake-bed delivery truck, and a fork lift which is stored in a shed and
refills from the LPG distributor next door.



LPG Distributor - 1957 zone: Louisburg siding: 320"
function: Sell liquefied petroleum gas.
Inbound =
1 - private tank car of liquid propane gas, friday
outbound =
1 - private tank car of Empty, friday

Sandwiched between its MC spur on its southern side and W 271st St on its northern side is a new Liquefied Petroleum Gas
distributor for Louisburg and surrounds. The property is 150' west of the Farmers Supply Hardware property edge and 100’
east of the Louisburg Team Track & Ramps, The distributors property abuting the spur is 70' wide, and upon it is a single,
mid-property, one tank car unloading rack with pump.

The property has two horizontal 16'x3' 1,000 gallon bullet storage tanks, and one horizontal 10'x3' 500 gallon cylinder-filling
tank. There is also a small office building, truck loading area, parking area, and small cylinder filling area. Trucks and
customers enter the property from W 271st St. Normally a LPG tank car will be parked on the spur and unloaded over a
period of two weeks or more. The business has a LPG delivery truck.

There is a U-shaped driveway leading from the street into the property, so customers exchanging tanks and large tank
vehicles can just drive through to be serviced.

The tank car stays on the siding all week, with the contents slowly drawn off to refill the on-site bullet tanks. The tank car is
swapped out on Fridays with a full car, after the remainder in the previous tank car was drawn off the night before.



Louisburg Team Track - 1957 zone: Louisburg siding: 200"
function: Transfer end-load cargo.
Inbound =
1 - appropriate car, occasionally
Outbound =
1 - appropriate car, rarely

At the very end of the spur west of the LPG distributor and south of W 271st St, is a compact public Team Track. Along the
north side of the spur, for 100' from the end of the spur back, is a paved track abutting side-loading area, giving access to the
entire side of two 50' flat cars. There is 100' between this paved area to the edge of the LPG distributors property to allow
off spotting of cars and give safety separation from the LPG tanks.

On the back side of the team track is a small cattle pen with water hose and a chute, for the very rare handling of livestock. A
40' stock car can hold 20 cows, and each cow needs a minimum of 2'x6' of space. Although a 240 sq ft stock pen is
mathematically functional, 20 cows will prefer a pen that is no less than 15'-wide x 30'-long (450 sq ft).

Additionally capping this team track at the western tip of the spur, is a 90'-long (4.4% grade) x 15'-wide asphalt unloading
ramp with 10'-long x 15'-wide transition pad at the 4'-high top. This gentle ramp facilitates the unloading of farming
machines, piggyback trailers, automobiles, and even horses, from the ends of a flat car or end-door box car.



Metal Works = 2spot - 1957 zone: Wea siding: 435'
function: Manufacture formed and welded steel products.
Inbound =
1 - gondola car of steel coil, every other wednesday
1 - gondola car of steel pipe and structural shapes, every other month
1 - box car of assorted supplies, occasionally
Outbound =
1 - flat car of guardrails, monthly
1 - box car of pipe fencing and rack legs, every other month
1 - #5806 scrap car of scrap metal, occasionally

The Metal Works is located on the south side of W 247th St, on the east side of a spur, half way between Metcalf Rd and
Rockville Rd. The shop building is oriented north-south, and is 100'-wide x 220'-deep with a high ceiling. On the eastern side,
abutting and paralleling the building, is a 20' wide truck lane, with a 20" wide truck bay for local pickups starting 20' from the
southeast corner. On the western spur side there is a train car bay on the north end for inbound cars and a train car bay on
the south end for outbound cars.

On the shops long wall 20' from the southwest corners is the start of the portal for a 30'-wide outbound train bay, which
normally has the MC scrap car spotted in front for easy loading. On the shops long wall 20' from the northwest corners is the
start of the portal for a 20'-wide inbound train bay. A forklift handles outbound loading, while a traveling crane which
extends outward from the building over the spur handles unloading. From the southern edge of the shop building the spur
extends 150' to turnout clearance, and from the northern edge of the office building 45' to the grass border at the street.
The spur to main line track center is 20' to accommodate the support legs of the traveling crane rails (making the turnout
area 358 feet rather than 310 feet with the #10 turnout).

Fronting the shop building is an office building, 30'-wide x 20'-deep with standard height ceiling, abutting the western corner
of the shop building, parallel to the spur. The entrance is on the short wall facing east towards the truck lane. Heading
northward there is a 10' landscape square from the corner of this short wall where it abuts the shop building, and then a 10'
square of nicely paved walkway to the driveway. The entrance door is on the south side of the walkway with the door
swinging outwards against the landscaping.

A 25'-wide east-west parking lot driveway with its southern edge 20' from the shop building short wall extends from the
truck lane and along the northern edge of the office long wall, all the way to the spur. On the south side of the driveway
from the truck lane to east of the office walkway are head-in parking stalls facing the shop short wall. On the north side of
the driveway from the truck lane to east of the spur are head-in parking stalls facing W 247th St. There is a 15' strip of
paralleling grass border between the parking row and the street, making the office buildings setback from the street edge
equal 60'.

Metal works primarily manufactures smaller scale coil steel products such as guardrails and holed street sign posts for road
projects, and holed shelving legs for warehouses. As a sideline they form smaller scale steel pipe of up to 2" diameter into
fences, grates, and railings for farmers and contractors. The 220' building length has three production lines: a line for
guardrails, a line for sign posts and racking, and a line for bending and welding.



Drainage Pump Fabricator - 1957 zone: Bluffs siding: 120'+
function: Manufacture pumps.
Inbound =
1 - bulkhead flat car of steel pipe, every three weeks
1 - box car of pump motor components and rebuilds, monthly
Outbound =
% - MIC #5601 [load] combine with residential pumps, tuesday to Metcalf dock [unload]
1 - box car of new and rebuilt pumps, monthly
1 - flat car of large assemblies, occasionally

While laying the spur to the demonstration vault, the MC convinced a farm drainage pump fabricator to construct a facility at
the southeast corner of Umphrey Rd & E 2200th Rd. A spur diverges from the Hi-Fi Electronics Gear Manufacturer (formerly
demonstration vault) spur in order to parallel E 2200th Rd, at 180' road center to track center distance, and extends all the
way to the western edge of the drainage pump fabricators property line. The spur does not have any designated unloading
spots, but there is room for several cars to be spotted simultaneously. While the entire spur is useable, the first 120' of the
spur is specifically always kept available for active rail car use.

The drainage pump fabricator builds and rebuilds pumps for drainage, pumps for livestock and farm applications, pumps for
rural water systems, and pumps for municipal or county use. Most construction consists of pipe bending and welding, but
they also have the ability to rewind motors.

As a growing sideline the fabricator also manufactures a small line of residential basement sump pumps and septic effluent
pumps. To accommodate local demand by Kansas City area suburban housing contractors, they make a small weekly
shipment (about 3/4 of a combines baggage compartments worth) of residential pumps to the Metcalf Dock. These pumps
will usually share space with boxes from the Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer. The warehouse at the dock will sometimes be used to
hold the pumps for a brief period until truck transport, often an individual building contractor vehicle, arrives.

On the property is a metal walled building 80'-wide x 140'-long, with the long wall aligned parallel to, and setback from, E
2200th Rd. The track running though the back of the property sits behind, and is setback from, the buildings rear. The
fabricator owns an outdoor capable forklift to move about the property. The outdoor area has pipe racks and a scrap pile,
and is often used for large agricultural pump fabrication or rebuilds. The building houses the rewind shop, parts locker, lathe,
drill press, milling machine, band saw, office, and wash-up toilet. The work floor is used primarily for fabricating the smaller
residential pumps.



Grain Elevator - 1957 zone: Drexel siding: 250"
function: Gather grain from local farms.
Inbound =
1- #5706 [or 07] covered hopper car of Empty, wednesday
Outbound =
1 - #5706 [or 07] covered hopper car of grain, friday

Previously the local farms in this area which produced winter wheat, corn, and soybeans, had to truck their grain to
Louisburg, La Cygne, or some other distant town. With the Meridian Central now passing through their neighborhood, a MC
serviced local grain elevator was an obvious addition which had been approved before tracks were even laid.

This is a "modern" elevator, located in the southeast corner of Jingo Rd & W 359th St. Jingo Rd is a prominent road, and W
359th is a major highway which leads directly into Drexel four miles east. The elevator is thus easy access for farmers. The
local farmers built, own, and operate the elevator complex, but the MC built, owns, and operates the spur.

The grain elevator is situated north-south, paralleling east of Jingo Rd and west of the MC spur. The spurs left hand turnout is
just south of the main line curve, and travels north paralleling the west side of the MC main line. The spur has 100' south of
the elevator leg, 50' of track in front of the elevator leg, and 100' of north of the elevator leg. This allows up to three coupled
grain box cars or hoppers to be staged in order to sequentially pass beside the elevator leg. At the northern tip of the spur is
a pulley, should the elevator operator wish to manually pull train cars past the elevator leg.

At the complexes southern end are a row of three 20' diameter circular metal bins topped with a metal cone shaped roof.
Bins are separated by 5'. Just north is a metal elevator tower. North of the tower are three more bins, identical to the
southern bins. Pipes extend from the roof center of each of these bins to the top of the elevator leg. Unseen beneath each of
these bins is an underground discharge chute, which drops grain onto a conveyer which returns the grain to the pit beneath
the elevator leg. This is the same boot that catches the freshly delivered grain from trucks. One bin is always kept empty so
the contents of the bins can be turned occasionally, by moving the grain between bins.

On the western side of the elevator leg is a grating through which the farmers dump trucks driving parallel to the leg drop
their shelled grain. It is protected from the elements by a tall drive-through shed accessed from Jingo Rd. There is also a
small alcove with telephone where a farmer can test their grain for wetness and operate the elevators machinery. Built onto
the side of the tower is a pass-through LPG grain dryer. Grain is pulled up from the boot then gravity dropped through the
drier, which leads back to the boot. Grain can cycle through as many times as needed until the correct dryness is reached.
The LPG storage tank is located nearby, and is refueled by a local LPG dealer (probably the one in Louisburg).

The spur parallels the elevator complex, and train cars are loaded on the eastern side of the elevator leg from a gravity fed
pipe. The MC has purchased two used custom made wooden hopper cars to transport the grain via MoPac to its destination,
which typically will be the MoPac collection elevator in Kansas City. The MC hoppers are normally cycled with one removed
for maintenance then parked, and the other taking over its place. Except during harvest, traffic will typically be one MC grain
hopper arriving on Wednesday and departing on Friday. During harvest the other MC grain hopper will also be put into
service, arriving on Monday and departing on Wednesday. As the MC wooden hoppers are very specialized and can only be
used for grain, they essentially operate in captured service. If multiple MC hopper cars are being used but one must go in for
repair, a box car fitted with grain doors can be ordered as a temporary substitute.



Trading Post Siding - 1957 zone: Bottomland siding: 2600’
function: Contingency MoPac passing siding.

Paralleling the west side of Valley Rd just south of the Meridian Bluffs station is a passing track for runarounds when
switching the spur for the business records vault. This half mile passing track is long enough that it can also be used to hold a
typical MoPac train, or even a regional circus train.

Normally a southbound MoPac train will be the one shunted onto the siding. However MoPac trains are typically spaced in
such a manner that only one MoPac train will be on MC tracks at the same time, so use of the siding by MoPac is usually
unnecessary. Based on this operational reality, only MC work trains will typically be the ones found using it.



Eagle Express Terminal = 2spot - 1958 zone: Metcalf siding: 295"
function: Transfer express cargo.
Inbound =
1 - MoPac Eagle Express car of Icl express, every weekday afternoon
Outbound =
1 - MoPac Eagle Express car of Icl express, every weekday afternoon {re-using previous days express car}

At the beginning of operations the Meridian Central saw that the Railway Express Agency was in decline, and thus MC never
signed a service agreement with REA. Instead the MC offers MC station to MC station express package delivery via its RDC
and Heavyweight combines.

The Missouri Pacific Eagle Express service is a wholly owned Less than Car Load Express service of the Missouri Pacific
Railroad. It was created as a direct competition to the Railroad Express Agency, but unlike the REA, restricts its territory to
MoPac and its subsidiaries.

Because MoPac has close friendly relations with MC, MoPac magnanimously allowed MC to host a two express box car
Satellite Terminal so that the MC could offer its customers a long distance express service, and MoPac would have an
express presence in the fast growing Johnson County suburbs. The Joint Facility & Service Agreement with the Missouri
Pacific is for one Eagle Express satellite terminal, which though serviced by a MC spur, is wholly owned and stevedored by
MoPac. In exchange MC receives a Cost-Plus profiting arrangement, where MC agrees to expedite the transfer of entire cars
from the MoPac/MC interchange to the satellite terminal, for the recompense of movement plus a small fee, as well as
MoPac waiving per diem car charges. Meridian Central also receives full permission to advertise that their railroad hosts
Eagle Express service (sign says: "Eagle Express", with an adjacent 'Served by Meridian Central' plaque).

Due to MC not being a subsidiary of MoPac, MC conceded as a proof of good faith to initially construct the satellite terminal.
MC chose to build an unoutfitted conventional wooden building, due to MoPac being more comfortable with conventional
railroad structures and materials. MoPac now owns the land and the building, and have the full responsibility for the
manning, upkeep, insurance, and tax payments of the terminal.

The entire structure rests on a 30'x95' slab covered mound raised 4' above the surrounding landscape. The 95' length is
parallel to, and abuts the north-south oriented track. A parking lot on the opposite side also abuts the 95' length. On the
track and parking lot sides there is a 4' ground to mound height retaining wall. The north and south ends of the mound are
graded from ground to 4' height, so that no retaining wall is required on these north or south ends.

The building is wood, with 14'-high walls. The southern 15' of the building is separated from the warehouse area by a non-
structural wall, with the resulting 15'x30'd empty space being reserved for use as a future office and wash up room.
Centered in the 30' southern wall is a window which can see the team track. A door leads between this space and the
warehouse near the eastern wall of the warehouse. Another door penetrates the eastern exterior wall of this reserved space
onto a set of stairs, which lead down into the parking lot.

The originally empty 30'x80' useable warehouse area features two 15' sliding cargo doors facing the tracks in the western
wall, and two exactly opposing 15' sliding cargo doors facing the parking lot in the eastern wall. Lading can move directly
through the building from a box car door to the rear of a backed-in truck. The first cargo doors northern frame is set 10' from
the northern wall. The second cargo doors southern frame is set 25' from the southern wall. Clearance everywhere in the
warehouse space is 14' from floor to lowest overhead. The warehouse has capacity for two boxcars worth of cargo, and two
box cars can be unloaded simultaneously.

The spur was sandwiched in the gap between the W 95th St Station and the Metcalf Transfer Dock. There is 100' of track
north and south of the Express Satellite Terminal buildings edges to accommaodate train car off-spotting. The depot is closed
weekends, and only accepts genuine Eagle Express cars, which are swapped out in the late afternoon every weekday.



Meridian Bluffs Station - 1958 zone: Bluffs siding: 500"
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, irregularly
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally

Meridian Bluffs is a tasteful middle-class planned housing community for vanguard owners with a modernist (mid-century
modern) aesthetic taste. It is a new settlement, physically located on open land 4 miles east of La Cygne, along Valley Rd
south of the bluffs. With the support of the Meridian Central, the housing tract was designed and built (beginning in 1957) by
the Kansas City modernist speculative builder Donald Drummond, under the auspices of the California Bay Area architectural
firm A. Quincy Jones and Fredrick Emmons.

To harmonize the stations architecture with the communities aura, the Meridian Central gave the Drummond team free
reign to design and build an appropriately sized commuter train terminus for Meridian Bluffs. Before the station passengers
had to disembark onto an unlighted tamped gravel patch of ground. Being a terminus station and needing to leave the main
line clear for MoPac trains, this esthetically pleasing station is situated on the northeast side of the passing siding instead of
alongside the main line. The paved parking area is non-glaringly lighted, as is the paved platform. There is also a passenger
drop-off zone, and a bicycle rack for commuting residents.

Facilities include a comfortable waiting room, toilets, on site mailbox, payphone, a few small coin lockers, and a small wall
display describing the Meridian Bluffs novel document vault. The room for the MC light LCL service has a side door service
entrance for use by the Business Records Vault couriers. Because this is the station where passenger trains layover and
reverse direction, the MC jeep is kept here, and the station provides a large and comfortable crew lounge. Since substitute
locomotives are not EP equipped, the station platform has a "shore power" electrical cable connection to pre-heat the luxury
EP cars in winter, prior to passenger boarding.

The new MC station wagon stays parked here for contingencies requiring cargo transport beyond the station. One of the WC
52 trucks along with its snowplow is also posted here as well, so the station can be snow cleared and tracks south of the
station can be serviced without having to first drive a jeep down all the way from the Aubrey Headquarters.

An esthetically complementary tractor shed has also been built to store the Farmall Cub track inspection tractor. This tractor
patrols the area from the Grain Elevator to the Rich Hill connection with MoPac. Being a wheeled field vehicle without rail
wheels, it can drive off the right-of-way whenever a train approaches. The tractor driver slowly drives along the ties in
between the rails looking for issues, dismounting when needed for a closer look. If a problem is minor he corrects it on the
spot. Otherwise he marks the issue in his notebook and informs the repair crew.



Public Track - 1958 zone: Bluffs siding: 100
function: Transfer side-load cargo.
Inbound =

1 - box car of assorted general store merchandise, quarterly

1 - appropriate car, rarely

On the spur leading to the Drainage Pump Fabricator the MC built a 40' Public Track (mini Team Track). There is 20' of
additional space allocated on each side of the public track to accommodate larger cars. This is just a section of the spur
which has hard packed, cinder embedded ground between it and the store rear. In front of the Public Track a 40'-wide x 70'-
deep General Store has been built, with a 45' setback from the road.

The 65' behind the store is sufficient for access to the Public Track by anyone who needs to use it, as the space is usually only
occupied by two to three U-Haul trailers (the general store is a rental franchise). The General Store itself will use it to receive
one boxcar every 3 months (appliances, bagged feed, salt, fencing, seasonal goods, and etcetera). More recently the Public
Track has been used by the contractors building Meridian Bluffs.



Vegetable Warehouse = 2spot - 1958 zone: Louisburg siding: 160"
function: Sell cold-season vegetables.
Inbound =
1- MC #5803 [or 01,02,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, monday
1 - MC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, wednesday from Metcalf dock {via delay at Aubrey}
1 - MC #5801 [or 02,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of Empty, thursday
1 - box car of assorted vegetable boxing supplies, monthly
Outbound =
1- MC #5801 [or 02,03,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of cold-season vegetables, monday
1 - MC #5803 [or 01,02,04] reefer car (iceless/vented) of cold-season vegetables, wednesday
1 - MC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of cold-season vegetables, thursday to Grocery warehouse

This building is aligned east-west at the southwest corner of Harvest Rd & the M-K-T right-of-way in Louisburg. The
warehouse is 60-wide x 120-long, with truck bays accessed from Harvest Rd on the northern side. Building setback from the
road is 25', to accomodate employee head-in parking against the short wall.

When the warehouse was conceived by the Co-op for handling Cabbages, Carrots, and small quantities of Brussels Sprouts,
there plan was that the building would be serviced on its southern side by a westward heading spur arriving from the
Missouri-Kansas-Texas east-west branch line just to the south.

Instead what happened was that the M-K-T, perceiving the cost of a MC track crossing, finally abandoned their barely
profitable West Line to Paola branch without building the promised spur. The Meridian Central came to the rescue of the
warehouse by building a spur from its own line. Due to the warehouse being situated for service from the M-K-T, the MC
spur to the warehouse travels a small distance westward from the MC main line, paralleling the northern side of the M-K-T
right-of-way.

The building is cooled mechanically, so no ice service is required. There are two bays on the long eastern wall which are
serviced by the paralleling spur that terminates 20' past the west end of the warehouse. The bay in the walls southwest
corner is for supplies, while the bay in the walls midpoint is for loading vegetables. For off spotting, the S-curve lead on the
eastern side of Harvest Rd. is used. Cars may not encroach closer than 5' to the road edge.

Typically the warehouse receives miscellaneous vegetable wood and cardboard boxing supplies at the southern bay, and
ships boxed cold-season vegetables from the center bay.



Stanley Station - 1958 zone: Stanley siding: 500
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
1 - MC Shining Star of The Johnson County Herald local newspaper bundles, late afternoon thursday
MC Express, occasionally
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally

The Stanley Station was envisioned as a park-n-ride for rural residents commuting into the Kansas City metro area. Like all of
the Meridian Central stations it uses modernist brick architecture, but this station building was specifically designed to ease
the flow of workers and shoppers transferring from car to train. The generous parking lot is laid out to minimize walking
distances, and is paved, well lighted, and allows long term parking.

Facilities include spacious seating, large coin lockers, toilets, payphone, an on site mailbox, and MC express package service.
A 15' deep open ground level (b.1956) lighted station platform abuts and parallels the track. Because this station is where
outbound commuter trains layover and reverse direction, the station agent space also contains a small crew lounge.



Business Records Vault - 1958 zone: Bluffs siding: 200"
function: Store business records.
Inbound =
1 - plug-door box car of old business records, monday
Outbound =
1 - plug-door box car of Empty, tuesday

On the northwestern end of the long spur beyond the existing MC demonstration vault building, a large Business Records
Vault has been constructed into the northwestern corner of the adjacent bluff, and the spur was extended to reach it. After
the opening of this building, the MC leased the neighboring southeastern demonstration vault building to a Hi-Fi Electronics
Gear Manufacturer.

Paralleling and adjacent to the western side of the spur is a 10'-wide sloped paved earth walkway. The 10' square ground
level walkway landing is centered directly in front of the buildings main doors to the west. The walkway then gently rises
northwards 80' (5% grade) to a 4'-high x 10' square raised landing with flip-down bridge where train cars are spotted. This
walkway is used for box car unloading using a push cart.

This facility will typically receive from interchange a "plug door" box car filled with old records gathered from distant cities
such as Wichita or Omaha. There is an on-site processing room for customers who desire to have their records copied onto
microfiche or microfilm. Small quantities of documents from Kansas City, or specific documents pulled for return, will
normally use the MC LCL service in the Meridian Bluffs station.



W 119th St Station - 1959 zone: Plaza siding: 500
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
1 - MIC Shining Star of bouquets, Monday-Saturday, from Prairie Village flower depot to W 119th St florist
1 - MC Shining Star of The Johnson County Herald local newspaper bundles, late afternoon thursday
MC Express, occasionally
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally

At 119th St, the main line tracks run north-south. A 15' deep open ground level (b.1956) lighted station platform abuts and
parallels this track on its eastern side. The 119th St station structure is 40'x50'd, is its own zone within the strip shopping
center, and is oriented so that the 40' wide wall abuts and parallels the station platform.

The western 40'x20'd half of the station is reserved for the station agent, and the eastern 40'x30'd half is open to the public.
The agent block is kept separate from the passenger block by a full-height 40' long north-south interior dividing wall. The 40'
x 20" agent block is further subdivided north-south by a full-height east-west interior wall, with the 15'x20'd package and
janitorial room assigned to the north side and the 25'x20'd agent office and crew lounge on the south side.

At a point 3 feet west of the easternmost end of the east-west interior wall that subdivides the agent office (south) and
package room (north), there is a wide open portal (no door) providing direct passage between the two rooms. On the
western exterior wall of the package room near the northeast corner is a wide access door which opens onto the station
platform. On the exterior western wall of the agents office there is a high window, flanked externally by "west coast"
mirrors, for looking down the length of the platform. A wide right hand inward swinging door for passage between the agent
office and the public block, is located on the north-south wall at the northeast interior corner of the agent office. Within the
package room is a deep sink, and within the station agent office is a TWX machine on which the public may have messages
sent. The Buffet-Chair passenger car is stocked here by a locally contracted commissary delivery.

The public block is enclosed in glass on the southern and eastern exterior walls. The northern wall is solid, and decorated
with a MC system map mural. In the northwest corner of the public block are two 7.5'x10'd toilet rooms (male and female),
arranged side-by-side to form a 15'x10'd block, each with an east-facing interior swinging door. Between the southern glass
wall and the toilets is a 25'x10'd concierge nook with a wall clock and wall arrival/departure timetable, and an east-facing
counter for ticket sales and small over the counter MC express package hand offs. The northernmost counter segment flips
up against the toilet wall for egress. Passenger flow circulates around the perimeter of the seating area from the eastern
main entrance door to the toilets, then left to the counter and out the southern arcade door.

Within the public block, at the northeast corner of the eastern exterior wall is a standard right hand outward opening door
exiting onto a 15' deep, awning-covered north-south sidewalk. This sidewalk, which abuts and runs the full length of the
eastern 30' station wall, also abuts the parking lot on its opposite eastern side. At the southwest corner of the southern
exterior wall, adjacent to the counter, is a wide left hand outward opening egress exiting onto a 20' wide east-west arcade,
which is punctured by a structural lighting grid of glass pavers. This walkway, which provides public access to the platform,
abuts the full length of the southern 50' station wall. The walkway abuts the platform on its western end, and extends 15'
eastward past the station structure to abut the parking lot on its east end, and also meet the north-south sidewalk at its
northeast corner.

The public block is furnished with commercial grade mid-century modern furniture, including the following: A passenger
pickup bench located south of the eastern wall door is aligned to face the parking lot to the east. A bench with small end
tables located east of the southern wall door is alighed with its back against the southern wall. In the southeast corner is a
conversation area consisting of a small round coffee table surrounded by chairs. A soft alert chimes, both here and on the
platform, whenever a passenger train is approaching the station.

Externally there is an outdoor bench on the platform under the station agent office window, with its back to the stations
western exterior wall. Westward along the exterior of the solid portion of the southern station exterior wall is a mailbox, a
couple of vending machines, a short row of coin lockers, and a Southwestern Bell payphone.



Furniture Shop - 1959 zone: Louisburg siding: 315"
function: Manufacture craft furniture.
Inbound =
1 - gondola car of crating lumber, quarterly
Outbound =
¥ - MIC #5601 [load] combine of walnut furniture, monday, to Metcalf doc [unload]
1 - shock control box car of walnut furniture, every three weeks

This new furniture shop builds custom crafted walnut furniture from local walnut trees. They have gained a reputation for
quality and have actually been included in the federal governments domestic-preference purchasing program, with some of
their furniture appearing in courtrooms and Washington DC offices. While the lumber is brought in by truck, the finished
furniture is shipped by rail to high-end retailers on the west coast (as well as to select customers locally). Although the road
to the shop is on a secondary thoroughfare, snow is kept clear due to a major school being located nearby on this road.

The northwestward spur is aligned parallel with, and on the northeastern side of, the main line and terminates at the eastern
edge of Mission Belleview Rd. The furniture shop on the northeastern side of this spur is aligned with its long wall parallel to
the spur, causing the buildings short front wall to be askew in relation to the adjacent Mission Belleview Rd on its
northwestern side.

The building is 80'-wide x 130'-deep, and sits on a retaining wall surrounded 4' high pad. This puts the building floor level at
both train car and truck bed height. For fire safety the building is made with stucco, has a low-slope built-up roof, and is
equipped with overhead sprinklers. The northeastern long wall is for truck unloading, from either their side or their rear.
The southwestern long wall is for train car side loading. Spur extends 35' beyond the walls northwestern corner, and 150"
beyond the walls southwestern corner.

The 80' northwestern front wall faces Mission Belleview Rd, with the buildings northwest corner being set back from the
road by 45'. The ground in front of this 80' front wall is sloped from the road upwards so at the buildings front wall edge it
forms a 10' sidewalk that runs as a 10'-wide ramp parallel with the buildings front wall from the 0' high ground at the
northwest corner to a 4' height 10' before the walls southwest corner. Here it becomes a 10' x 10' sidewalk pad with ground
sloping down to the southwest in front of the track spur, with ground sloping down to the northwest to the road (as already
mentioned), with sidewalk ramping down to the northeast, and the buildings front entrance door in the short walls corner to
the southeast.

The northeast long wall has an abutting paralleling truck lane that extends from the road to 30' beyond the walls southeast
corner. On the northeastern side of this lane is where employees park. Should management ever decide, they could easily
operate an employee carpool between the furniture shop and the one mile away Louisburg passenger train station. The
truck dock door frame starts 30' from the buildings front wall corner (front 20' of building is for office/toilet/showroom, and
the 10' farther in is where walnut lumber is stored).

In the 10' space at the southeast corner of the buildings short rear wall is a wide rollup door, leading out of the crating area.
In front of this door, 4' above ground level is a 10' x 10'-extending platform. A 10' wide ramp runs downwards from this
platform, abutting an paralleling the short rear wall, for 60', when it levels on a 10'-x 20'-extending platform 2' above ground
level. Another 60' ramp doubles back from this 10' x 20' extending platform, abutting and paralleling the other ramp, ending
at a ground level at a 10' x 10' pad that abuts the truck lane. Abutting the ramps on the southeast side is where crating
lumber is stored outdoors. This lumber is unloaded from a box car directly to the ground in front of the lumber storage area.

On the southwest long wall, 4' above ground level and flush with the buildings floor, there is a wide rollup door in the wall,
starting 20' from the southwest wall corner (the rear 20' of building is for finished furniture storage). This is where box cars
can be flush loaded. Walnut sawdust is hauled away by locals for meat smoking.



Louisburg Station - 1960 zone: Louisburg siding: 500"
function: Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally
Outbound =
MC Passengers, multiple
MC Express, occasionally

The Louisburg Station is of low-key modernist design, appropriate for its rural surroundings. It is located on the outskirts of
Louisburg on a northwest-southeast diagonal north of K-68 Hwy, with its turnout just south of the abandoned M-K-T branch
line and at a distance from the eastern side of Rockville Rd. The station is located on the passing siding, so that a train
waiting at the station can be passed by a MoPac train using the main line. The station platform (b. 1957), which is on the
southwestern side of the siding, has always been hard packed, cinder embedded ground, and the parking area is unlighted.
Station facilities include a waiting area, toilets, payphone, on site mailbox, TWX, and MC light LCL service.

Even though the northern turnout for this station is laid immediately south of the defunct M-K-T crossing, there is little
room between the M-K-T tracks and the K-69 Hwy. Although the siding just fits with 500' clear, it would have been
acceptable if the fouled southern portion of the siding extended across K-68 Hwy, with the turnout on the southern side of
the road.

In 1958 a tractor shed salvaged from MC purchased land, was relocated here to store the Farmall Cub track inspection
tractor. This tractor patrols the area from the Grain Elevator to the Paola connection with MoPac. Being a wheeled field
vehicle without rail wheels, it can drive off the right-of-way whenever a train approaches. The tractor driver slowly drives
along the ties in between the rails looking for issues, dismounting when needed for a closer look. If a problem is minor he
corrects it on the spot. Otherwise he marks the issue in his notebook and informs the repair crew.



Stilwell Station - 1960 zone: Stilwell siding: 700"
function: Refuel locomotives. Move local passengers. Move local express packages.
Inbound =

MC Passengers, multiple

Sorted Interchange cars ready for dispersal, multiple

MC BL2 and RDC for fueling, daily

MC NWS5 for fueling, every other day

MC NW2 and NWS3 for fueling, twice a week

MC Express, rarely
Outbound =

MC Passengers, multiple

Collected Interchange cars for Weighing and sorting, multiple

MC Express, rarely

The Stilwell Station was the first to receive a platform (b.1954), but the last to receive a building. Although a manned public
station with a wall lighted outdoor passenger bench in front, its true purpose is to provide a weather shelter for train crews.
There is a notice on the door cautioning that the public must defer to crew needs, and that adult words might be overheard
inside. The platform has always been hard packed, cinder embedded ground, and the small parking area is unlighted.

The station building is a basic and compact modernist building, that functions primarily as an employee lounge, which allows
the public to mingle inside during inclement weather. The shared public area inside the station includes a long leather couch,
three small eating tables, and a food wrapper trash can. The seating is prioritized for the local freight crew, but may be used
by passengers when empty. Additionally the interior includes a unisex toilet, phone booth with door, water cooler, coffee
urn, and offers MC light LCL service.

The first 30' of the north end of the passing siding platform on the west side of the siding has been converted into a fueling
pad (previously fuel was furnished to MC locomotives directly from a tanker truck), which contains a fueling stand for
refueling the Meridian Centrals locomotives. Fuel is pumped from an underground pipe that leads to the Fuel Distributor
located nearby to the southeast.

The BL2 will pause to refuel here mid-trip. The RDC will refuel here between trips. Other locomotives will refuel as needed
upon passing. The local freight crew drops and takes Interchange traffic here at the start, middle, and end of its run.



Battery Outlet - 1960 zone: Plaza siding: 200"
function: Sell batteries and light bulbs.
Inbound =
1 - insulated box car of batteries and bulbs, monthly
Outbound =
1 - MC work car of batteries, irregularly

The spur from the Seed Dealer on the eastern side of the main line was extended southwards across W 127th St to a new
Battery Outlet. Building is 30'-wide x 60'-long, and set back 35' from the edge of the road. The building is painted cinder
block, with a painted business identifier sign on the northern short wall. The roof is a sloped roof descending from east to
west.

A short wall faces north towards W 127th St, with the western long wall paralleling, but 20' separated from the spur. There
is a paved pad on the southwest corner of the building between the spur and building for unloading to the ground with a
scissor platform lift. Along this long west wall, starting 10' from the southern corner is a wide, outward swinging service door
wide enough for pallets.

The eastern side of the building is paved in front. In the 20' space abutting the northeast corner of this long wall is the
customer area. This space has full height vertical glass panes with colored aluminum kick-panels beneath. A set of outward
swinging glass double doors is one vertical class panel short of the farthest south side of this glassed area. Head-in customer
parking is along the southern remainder of this eastern wall.

The company is a battery distributor that also sidelines in light bulbs and tubes for both suburbanites and farmers. It does
not sell wire or fixtures, just the consumable batteries and bulbs. Typically the business receives 1 insulated box car a month
of batteries and bulbs, and sends back battery cores in the same box car. The Meridian central uses this business as a
supplier for all their battery and bulb needs. The MC MOW department does not have to keep a large supply on hand, and
instead regularly brings a work car to the spur to restock its on hand supply. Total clear spur length from the south side of
the road to the bumper is 200', which is enough to both off-spot a car and fully back a locomotive off of the road.



Plastics Factory - 1961 zone: Plaza siding: 120' & 90' (635')
function: Makes injection molded plastic novelties.
Inbound =
1- #5702 [or 01,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of Empty, wednesday
1 - box car of bagged plastic pellets, every other tuesday
Outbound =
1- #5702 [or 01,03,04] insulated express car (sealed) of plastic novelties, thursday

In the early spring of 1961 the MC convinced a small short-run novelty item Plastics Factory to be rail served and build on the
northeast corner of Metcalf Ave and W 119th St. Middle of the USA and rail served means rapid nationwide shipping, and
inexpensive bulk plastic pellet procurement. Across from W 119th St Station means day shift (they run two M-F shifts, plus a
possible short shift on Saturday) can arrive by train to avoid daytime road traffic. On county land just outside Overland Park
city limits means good commute, cheaper land and taxes, and zoning to build an actual factory.

Factory specializes in producing short-runs of plastic injection molded, and optionally often silk screened with promotional
advertising, novelties and small component cases (toy animals, combs, whistles, compact cases, etc.). Bags of plastic pellets
arrive every other week by rail from the southeast. Die design is drafted in-house, but for speed and flexibility, the molds
fabrication is outsourced to local tool & die shops so as to allow rapid die builds, and will mostly arrive at the factory by truck
(idle molds are stored in the factory for potential future use). Screeing ink and office supplies arrives by truck. Outbound
finished product ships by rail (using the MC express reefers) to eastern markets every week, with local orders handled by
truck. Because packaging will vary and may require special printing or inserts, it is custom ordered from local vendors as
needed, and arrives by truck. Business model is quickness and adaptability.

The flat roofed building is 150'-wide x 300'-long with a 16'-high ceiling. It is situated north-south, just north of W 119th St,
with its length between and parallel with Metcalf Ave and the main line paralleling spur. The northern 40'-depth of the
northern end cap is the office, with the main entrance centered and facing north towards a parking lot.

Johnson county demands a factory not look KC industrial, but more like a community college building. The factory is made of
ashlar chamfered, smooth faced, rectangular limestone blocks. A slightly jutting decorative parapet wall, which coincidently
hides the offices HVAC equipment, surrounds the office end caps outer walls. Along the top of the factory section near the
eves are evenly spaced clerestory awning windows. The office main entrance is a centered, 11'-high leaf monolithic center
opening glass double door. Along the north wall on both sides of the door, and on the office side walls, are evenly space
double 6'-tall center opening casement windows, whose top is flush with the entrance door.

Along the two office side walls on the ground under the parapet are 4' high hedges. Along the northern wall on each side of
the door is landscaping. In front and paralleling this landscaping along the entire building width is a 5' wide sidewalk. A
north-south path leads from the sidewalk to the doors. North of the sidewalk is 60' of paved twenty car parking lot, with the
lot entrance coming from Metcalf Ave. The office interior is divided into a lobby, and offices for executives, accountants,
salesmen, and drafters. Drop ceiling comes down to just above 11', with troffer & valance diffused flourescent lighting.
Factory floor is open, with a partitioned cleaner area for the silk screening equipment.

Southern end cap has an employee exit door, along with a 10' wide ground level service door. An east/west 25' paved
driveway parallels this end cap, with the northern 5' being buffer, and the southern 20' being driveable. There is 10' of
landscaping between the driveway and street. Driveway southeast egress is W 119th St, and west egress is Metcalf Ave.

The factory owns a Walkie Stacker for moving pallets and lifting molds. Trucks unload within the southern driveway. On the
eastern factory wall, starting 20' from the southeastern corner, is a ground level 10' wide railcar unloading door. The spur is
in a 4' deep trench, which extends south of the building to W 119th St, and is protected with a safety railing. The spur abuts
and parallels the building, with its track center 25' west of the paralleling main lines track center. The southern 90' of the
spur is at 0% grade, then it climbs northward at ~<1% grade, then it tops out at 0% grade at ground level. This ground level
section is 120' of turnout curvature matching reverse curve to the clearance point, which can be used as a place to off-spot
cars. The turnout is a #10 right-hand switch. Useable spur total (including grade) is 635'.



Coin Timer Assembler - 1961 zone: Stanley siding: 150
function: Assembles mechanical and electro-mechanical coin initiated mechanisms and timers.
Inbound =
1 - box car of eastern sourced stampings and plastic forms, every other monday
1 - box car of western sourced relays and spring mechanisms, every other wednesday
Outbound =
1 - box car of eastern bound finished assemblies, every other wednesday (re-using mondays car)
1 - box car of western bound finished assemblies, every other friday (re-using wednesdays car)

This is a cottage type business assembling purchased components, and it handles rail service accordingly. When a box car of
parts is emptied, that same box car is loaded with outgoing assemblies destined for the same region from which the parts
arrived. Except during a rare rush where two cars may be spotted during the same week, normally the east sourced car will
be spotted one week, and the west sourced car will be spotted the following week, in an alternating fashion.

Coin Timer Assembler has a catalog of items it sells nationwide. These are both mechanical and electro-mechanical coin
initiated mechanisms, timers, and logic circuits, of the types found in such diverse products as vending machines (vibrating
beds), appliances (wash cycles), and dark rooms (countdown timers). Primarily they focus on the stand-alone units that can
be attached between the equipments power cord and the wall outlet. They do NOT manufacture the parts (other than
bending two-piece unit boxes), just assemble the springs, cams, and relays that reside behind the dials and face plates.

Until now the company has been operating out of quarters that were too small and inefficient. It now has the financial
resources to build its own building, but its budget requires that it must build in a simplified manner on cheap land. The
zoning, land costs, and rail access offered by Stanley is ideal. Driving access for employees is good, there is a roadhouse in
the town in which to eat, and as a bonus the Stanley commuter train station is within walking distance.

The companies new rail served one-story painted cinder block flat roof building is 100'-long x 40'-wide, with the long wall
aligned north-south paralleling the eastern side of the Stanley spur, south of the Hothouse Warehouse. The buildings eastern
side long wall abuts the employee parking lot, which is entered via a driveway from the north that passes the Hothouse
Warehouse. On the inside of the northern end of the building is a non-bearing walled 20'-long x 40'-wide front office, behind
which to the southern end is an 80'-long x 40'-wide open shop floor.

The building is set back from the track spur by 10'. Beginning 15' from the buildings southwest corner, is a 10'-wide opening
with fire station type sectional roll up door with 10'-square pad in front. Between the spur and the wall is a nonslip metal
ramp running north along the wall, starting at the northern edge of the pad and rising for 65' until it ends in a 10' square
platform facing the spur. The ramp is a gentle 1:16 rise to a 4' box car door height. Directly opposite the opening on the
eastern long wall is a 3'-wide parking lot opening metal swingout service door, which is wide enough to pass a pallet.

The building was designed as a generic box, which makes it desirable if placed up for sale in future. The buildings southern
40' wall is 20' from the property edge. It is blank, hosts utility connections, and is where the dumpster is parked. The spur
facing 100 ' western wall has high placed rectangular awning windows. The buildings 40' northern wall has high office
windows. The 100' eastern wall facing the parking lot has an office window in the northernmost 20' section, then a swingout
main entrance door, and then high placed rectangular awning windows going southwards to the swingout service door.

The siding for the building is an extension of the existing Hothouse Warehouse spur. This buildings northern wall is 120
south of the Hothouse Warehouse southern wall. The spur extension begins 30' from the northern edge of the building,
extends 100' along the side of the building, and ends at the property line 20' beyond the buildings southern edge. Although
normally unloaded at the platform on the top of the ramp, there is room to spot the box car in front of the roll door pad.



Grocery Warehouse = 3spot - 1962 zone: Plaza siding: 460"
function: Transfer side-load groceries.
Inbound =
1 - mechanical reefer of mixed frozen foods, monday
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, monday
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, tuesday
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of hothouse produce, wednesday from Stanley hothouse
1 - reefer of mixed chilled foods, wednesday
1 - box car of mixed dry goods, thursday
1 - MC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of vegetables, thursday from Louisburg vegetable warehouse
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of tree fruit, friday from Stilwell apple warehouse
Outbound =
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of Empty, monday to Stanley hothouse
1 - box car of Empty, tuesday
1 - mechanical reefer of Empty, wednesday
1 - box car of Empty, wednesday
1 - reefer of Empty, thursday
1 - box car of Empty, friday
1 - MC #6001 reefer car (iceless/sealed) of Empty, thursday to Stilwell apple warehouse
% - MIC #5604 reefer car (iceless/vented) of forwarding vegetables, friday to Metcalf dock

With the freeway intending to build an exit at Metcalf Avenue and W 108th St, and residents flooding into Overland Park, the
Muehlbach supermarket chain, which was already taking advantage of the Metcalf Dock, decided to centralize its spread out
logistics and build a more efficient suburban Meridian Central rail served break-bulk grocery transloading warehouse at the
northeast corner of Metcalf Avenue and W 110th St. This godsend is a major revenue source for the Meridian Central due to
the constant inflow of reefer and box car traffic it generates. Most of the grocery store regional produce reefers which
formerly unloaded at the Metcalf Dock have been re-routed to unloaded here as well.

The single story building has 16'-high walls made of the now popular corrugated metal wall panels. The warehouses concrete
slab floor is built on a 4'-high raised mound, 160'-long x 100'-wide, which is oriented North-South so the long walls parallel
both Metcalf Avenue and the MC main line. A southward traveling rail spur parallels the western side of the main line.
Between the western side of this spur and the eastern side of Metcalf Avenue is where the building sits.

The buildings blank long western wall is 20' from the Metcalf Avenue road edge, giving sufficient room for a sidewalk and
street lighting. The buildings long eastern wall abuts the paralleling railroad spur, which is traveling southwards. Three rail
car doors with garage-door style sectional panel roll-up doors are evenly spaced along the wall, allowing the handling of up
to three 50' rail cars simultaneously. The buildings short southern wall is located 180' north of W 110th St, and has two
spaced westerly offset truck docks with garage style sectional panel roll-up doors. A paved apron covers the entire 180’
space from W 110th street to the building wall. The northern short wall has a mundane entrance door atop a 4' staircase,
and north of the wall is a small employee parking lot that dumps into Metcalf Avenue.

The northern portion of the buildings interior has an office, break room, and toilet. The remainder of the building has
insulation on the walls and ceiling. It is divided into spaces for sorting and staging, isle ways suitable for a forklift, shelving for
stacking dry goods, a small 35°F wet cooler for temporary vegetable holding, and a tiny 40°F dry cooler for temporary tree
fruit holding. Fresh meat, bakery, and dairy arrives by truck directly to the supermarkets from local vendors, with only some
of the long shelf life variants passing through this warehouse. This building is primarily to facilitate temporary warehousing
of dry goods, so because cold facilities are lacking (the coolers are just for contingency), any refrigerated or frozen groceries
arriving by rail are not warehoused, but transloaded from the storing rail cars directly across the warehouse floor into the
supermarket delivery trucks.

The rail spur extends 180' south of the building to accommodate off-spotting of rail cars. The truck dock apron paving
extends to the edge of the spur, which allows the end of the spur extension to be used as a side unloading team track for a
direct to delivery truck transfer from a train car. The head of the spur north of the building extends 120', which allows
alternative off-spotting of rail cars.



Tomahawk Platform - 1962 zone: Prairie siding: N/A (100')
function: Move local commuter passengers.
Inbound =
MC Commuter passengers, monday-saturday
Outbound =
MC Commuter passengers, monday-saturday

Having a RDC in their inventory has accelerated Meridian Centrals plans for an interurban-like commuter experience. Since
there was now sufficient residential density, and it cost almost nothing to implement, the MC while re-writing the July 1962
timetable decided to open the dormant Tomahawk Road reserved station land as a RDC commuter stop.

The area northwest of the diagonal MC main line, bounded by W 83rd street to the north, Tomahawk road to the east, and
Lamar avenue to the west had been leased to a Lutheran parochial church school, and this would not change. Extending west
from Tomahawk Ave on the southeast side of the main line, south of the main line road crossing, the MC laid a small
rectangular tamped gravel parking lot. The school may use this lot for overflow parking on Sundays.

Just off the southwest corner of the parking lot, paralleling and abutting the southeast side of the main line, the MC laid an
uncovered asphalt ground level passenger pad 100'-long x 15'-wide. Besides an unlit station sign, no other amenities were
added by the Meridian Central, including lights, seating, shelter, toilet, or ticketing (functionally this platform is the
equivalent of a common bus stop). Southwestern Bell later added a walk-up payphone. Only the RDC stops at this pad.



"10° Non-Railroad Structures (in chronological order):

Meridian Bluffs - 1956

A fundamental MC problem with the Missouri Pacific bypass is that the MoPac Rich Hill branch line is so far south. Initially
there was zero reason for MC local trains to travel south of Louisburg. The MC was thus forced to create the reason.

In 1953 while reading the governments civil defense report about urban business records vulnerability as a part of their
activities in the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service, it occurred to the founders that the limestone bluffs near North
Sugar Creek would be an ideal storage location (and as a side note, in paralleling historic fact the federal government
actually built such a limestone vault facility in Kansas City, known as "The Caves", a decade later). While people they spoke to
agreed with the solution, their pushback kept returning to the rural sites lack of infrastructure to support such a vault.
Workers would need to get to the vault, and more importantly, the customers had to be convinced that a privately operated
vault there was viable. Although the village of Lacygne is located west of where the Meridian Central main line passes
through the bluffs, eventually there would need to be a hamlet at the bluffs itself.

A hamlet meant that a passenger station could be built, bringing workers to the bluffs, and thus the MC could begin a
revenue earning passenger train. Workers meant that other businesses beyond just the vault would arrive to take advantage
of the commuters, and thus the MC could begin revenue earning freight service in support.

The MC would have to build the vault as a proof of concept, so in 1956 the MC acquired a large tract of rural land west of
North Sugar Creek at E 2200th Rd, for both the vault and the hamlet. This land was christened Meridian Bluffs. As there
initially would be no town, just a single demonstration building, employees would at first drive their own cars to the vault.

While a passenger train would bring workers south, a better utilization for the MC would be if commuters also traveled
north. Only business professionals would be willing to commute for an hour, so rather than build a hamlet of scruffy shacks,
the Meridian Central took a page from the Van Sweringen brothers railroad playbook, and envisioned their own unique
progressive 1950s "better living through design" version of an upscale Shaker Heights style planned community, a fondly
reminisced place where one of the founders had grown up, that would attract such families.

The 1956 demonstration vault building was built in a modern style, as was the later station building (formerly only a
platform) built in 1958. The land for the settlement was transferred to modern style builder Donald Drummond in 1957,
under the provision he build homes in the manner of speculative modern style builder Joseph Eichler in the San Francisco
bay area. The MC delivers lumber, paneling, appliances and other building materials to a Public Track it added to the section
of MC track which is now fronted by a general store. Deed restrictions keep the homes and grounds from deviating
significantly from their showpiece modern style. More than one magazine has written articles about the Meridian Bluffs and
its idyllic forward looking philosophy and esthetics, and copies of the articles are widely circulated by the MC marketing
department to stimulate settlement interest.

Over time the area around the Meridian Bluffs has attracted rail served business, such as a Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer, another
Business Records Vault, and a Drainage Pump Fabricator for trades persons. A private venture general store strategically
located itself in front of the public track soon after the visionary town plan was made public. Other infrastructure that
gravitated here is a MC sponsored professional services building to support the new residents, as well as county provided
school bus stops for their children. Shoppers can take the new MC passenger train directly to the Central Shopping Plaza.



Central Shopping Plaza - 1958

Normally train station land is a money loser. MC made one of its stations profitable by integrating the station into a
moderate size shopping center and leasing the units. The L-shaped suburban shopping center is entered from W 119th St by
one of two opposite parking lot end access lanes. The long leg of the shopping center parallels W 119th St (and has a jogged
rear access alleyway), while the short leg parallels Metcalf Ave on the eastern side of the MC main line. The prime real estate
between the short leg end cap and the frontage of W 119th St is currently undeveloped. The store fronts are awninged, and
the awning underside hosts a light box pedestrian signboard for each business.

The shopping center long leg facing northwards towards the parking lot and W 119th St has a service alley behind. The units
traveling eastward from the tracks are zone 1: a 60'x40'-deep Grange Hall (community room), zone 2: a 15'x60'-deep Shoe
Repair, 20'x60'-deep Dry Cleaner Drop-off, 20'x60'-deep Sewing & Vacuum store, 25'x60'-deep Beauty Parlor, zone 3: a
25'x80'-deep Hallmark Cards store, 20'x80'-deep Bakery, 15'x80'-deep Butcher, and zone 4: a 100'x120'-deep Katz Drug
Store. Each zone is actually a giant subdividable abutting building within the shopping center complex.

The Katz Drug Store in this shopping center is on the smaller side (area is semi-rural), but they do include a dime store style
lunch counter and a surprising amount of grocery items (although no unpackaged meat or unpackaged bakery).

All of the units have standard service alley doors, except for the drug store, which hosts a roll-up loading door in the elbow
forming 25' western wall. A sidewalk with 15' awning fronts all the stores doors, with one awning end cap butting up against
the drug store side wall store entrance, thus making the outer edge of the awning and the front drug store wall continuous.
The opposite awning end cap and sidewalk butt up against the station arcade.

The Grange Hall exits with solid doors are offset to the eastern end of the unit, and the interior east end features a toilet,
cloakroom, and kitchenette; the middle section is open floor; and the western end hosts a raised dais/stage, with mounted
speakers and a pull-down projection screen. There are no windows, so that the building can offer severe weather shelter for
the shopping center, but the hall does have central A/C.

The shopping center short leg faces eastwards towards the parking lot, and is backed by the station platform. All unit rear
doors have emergency exits onto the ground level platform. The shopping centers long leg and short leg are joined by the
station units 20' arcade, which funnels pedestrians from the parking lot to the station platform. As with the long leg, a
sidewalk with a 15' awning fronts all the stores doors, with the awning end cap butting up against the arcade (the arcade
extends 15' eastwards to line up flush with the north-south sidewalk awning). The units traveling northward from the arcade
are zone 1: the 40'x50'-deep Train Station, zone 2: a 20'x50'-deep Florist, 15'x50'-deep Barber, 25'x50'-deep Burstein-
Applebee Electronics. Abutting the B-A Electronics northern wall is a fenced trash area, with the prime land between the end
cap and W 119th St left undeveloped. Note that platform is driveable in an emergency.

The parking lot is over 60,000'square feet, with angled parking. 25' lanes surround the lot with road access from W119th St
on the northeast corner (paralleling the suburban bank) and northwest corner (paralleling the short leg) sides. There is
parallel parking between the western lane and the sidewalk, which is marked as a loading zone. A suburban drive-through
bank leased to Commerce Bank stands alone in a far northeast out parcel. A lane along the eastern Katz wall leads to the
service alley. Turn left (north) past the bank parking to enter the banks drive-through paths. Upon exiting the drive-through,
turn left (west) to pass the northern wall of the bank and enter the parking lot lane.

Bank is 50'x60', with a car awning extending east from the drive through teller window across two of the three drive-through
paths The covered western path is serviced directly by the left side window. The covered middle path and the eastern
uncovered (bypass) path have pneumatic tubes on their left side. West 60' bank wall parallels the eastern parking lot lane.
The 50' south wall has a pedestrian entrance and 50' of fully paved space from the building front. This allow a 5' sidewalk in
front of the building and 45' of head-in to the wall parking and pull-out maneuvering space.

The MC has several relationships with the lessees. The florist receives bouquets directly from the platform. The bakery and
butcher both provide food for the MC buffet-chair kitchenette. The dry cleaner discount launders MC uniforms or linens.



Meridian Professional Building - 1959

Upscale families will not move to a new Meridian Bluffs housing tract if there are no services in the area. Commercial
interests won't construct retail buildings if an areas population is too sparse. To break the impasse (and earn some side
revenue), the Meridian Central took an oddly shaped portion of their property in the crotch of their spur on the northern
side of E 2200th Rd and built a six unit professional building.

The building is of a modernist commercial style, with six one story units in a line. In front between the building and the road
is head-in parking. The four units on the eastern side are 25'x60'-deep, while the two units on the western side are deeper at
25'x75'-deep to take advantage of the additional land at the widening of the track angle.

Looking at the building with an x-ray vision northward from the front, the westernmost unit on the left is laid out with a
picture window on the left and an entrance door on the right. Viewing further in at the back wall, there is a standard window
on the left, a solid emergency door just to the left of the interior toilet closet wall, and a toilet closet with small inward
opening (left swinging against rear wall) westward facing door on the northwest interior toilet closet wall corner, to the
right. This layout is mirrored in the next unit, and this unit pair is repeated for the other units in the building.

Even before construction finished, one of the deeper units was leased by a Dentist, a standard unit was leased by an
Optician, and another standard unit was leased by an Insurance/Tax specialist.



Revenue generating side deals:

On Demand- The MC is willing to rent several of its vehicles to businesses whenever they are idle.

1952- Leases a portion of MC utility corridor for a Johnson County high-pressure firefighting water main.

1952- Leases a portion of MC utility corridor to The Gas Service Company for their pipes.

1952- Leases a portion of MC reserved Lamar Ave and W 83rd St future station land for a Lutheran parochial school. The MC
purchased (and left undeveloped for tax purposes) three overly large future station reserved plots as a hedge against
population growth. This lease agreement was a strategic move to thwart public school eminent domain takeover of this
particular, at the time, unused land.

1954- Deal made with Checker Cab that, for a fee, they could have an exclusive taxi stand at the Prairie Village Station.

1954- Deal made with some entrepreneur kids that, for a fee, they could operate their shoe shine stand inside of the Prairie
Village Station.

1954- Sells useful sundries from a tiny concession counter, overseen by the station staff at the Prairie Village Station.

1955- Deal made with Merritt Advertising to exclusively place angled low-height billboards at MC track turnout divergences.
MC receives a small lease payment for each billboard placed.

1955- Leases a portion of MC reserved Metcalf Ave and 135th St future station land for a vanguard wide screen drive-in
theater (Lenexa has a conventional screen). Deal includes MC receiving a portion of any swap meet booth space rental fees.

1956- Leases a portion of currently unused MC reserved Metcalf Ave and W 103rd St future station land for a corner gas
station. Deal requires that the gas station handle any MC vehicle towing needs at a discount.

1956- Leases formerly useless land along 103rd St directly east of the new corner gas station to a trendy drive-In restaurant.
Government had proposed that an Interstate Highway exit would be constructed nearby, and the MC allowed this lease in
order to both exploit the potential highway exit and insulate the future station land against developer encroachment.

1956- Rents to businesses and clubs hourly, for a small cleaning fee, the meeting room in the W 95th St Station.

1956- Sells minor packaging supplies, similar to what is available from post offices, at the W 95th St Station service counter.

1958- Leases a portion of reserved Metcalf Ave land south of the 103rd St corner gas station to a single-story Motor Hotel.
Deal includes MC receiving a portion of any room rental fees.

1959- Leases former Meridian Bluffs demonstration vault building to electronics assemblers and similar businesses. Building
is currently occupied by a Hi-Fi Gear Manufacturer.

1960- Leases useless narrow strip along Metcalf Ave between MC curve and W 89th St tower to a tunnel carwash. Deal
includes giving MC the perk of offering discount car washes to its employees.

1960- Deal made with Coltharp Bus Lines that, for a fee, the Prairie Village Station agent would sell their bus tickets.



Inaugural 1959 Buffet Car Wall Menu (food was provided by a local vendor):

From the Urn =
Kansas City Roasted Folgers Coffee (Bottomless Cup) ...... $0.10
Hot Lipton Tea (Lemon wedge upon request) ...... $0.10
Hot Malted Cocoa (*Winter Only) ...... $0.15

Cold Beverages =
Country Club Dairy Milk (Half-pint glass bottle - Pasteurized) ...... $0.10
Coca-Cola / 7-Up / Dr. Pepper (60z bottle) ...... $0.10
Orange Juice (40z can - chilled) ...... $0.15

Sides =
Stilwell Premium Apple ...... $0.05
Bag of Guy’s Potato Chips ...... $0.05
PayDay Candy Bar ...... $0.05
Large Dill Pickle ...... $0.10

Mornings =
Fresh Donut Machine Donuts ...... $0.05
Hard Boiled Egg (Salt packet included) ...... $0.05
Sweet Roll ...... $0.10
Hearty Breakfast Sandwich (Smoked Ham & Cheese on a soft roll) ...... $0.25
Specially Priced Kansas City Star newspaper ...... $0.05

Afternoon and Evenings =
Egg Salad Sandwich (Made fresh daily) ...... $0.25
Tuna Salad Sandwich (*Fridays Only) ...... $0.35
Salami on Rye (Deli Style) ...... $0.35
Wholesome Roast Beef on Manor Bread Bakery White (Cold cut, no lettuce) ...... $0.45
Specially Priced Kansas City Times newspaper ...... $0.05

Kids =
Junior Superintendent’s Special ("official" inspectors pin included) ...... $0.45
- Manor Bread Bologna Sandwich
- Two Manor Thumbprint Cookies
- Country Club Chocolate Milk (Half-pint paper carton with paper straw - Pasteurized)
- All in a "hand-puppet" paper bag




Inaugural 1962 Buffet Car Dinner Table Menu:

Entrees =

Kansas Beef Tips & Noodles Plate ...... $1.80
Tender beef simmered in mild brown gravy, layered over buttered egg noodles.

Chicken & Rice-A-Roni Skillet ...... $1.60
Diced chicken breast, tossed with genuine San Francisco Rice-A-Roni.

Salmon & Shells Casserole ...... $1.50
Canned salmon, small pasta shells, sweet peas, chopped onion and celery, in a light cream sauce.

All entrees include a warm wheat roll with butter, and a choice of one side:
Instant Whipped Potatoes
Buttered Corn
Green Beans
Cottage Cheese Cup

Extra side ...... $0.20

Desserts =

Petit Four ...... $0.40
Fancy, bite-sized confectionery.

Short-Roll Apple Strudel ...... $0.35
Flaky warm pastry.

Ambrosia Cup ...... $0.30
Marshmallow with canned fruit

Stone-Fruit Jam Tarts ...... $0.25
Apricot, plum, and peach fillings.

Beverages =

Heated Dr Pepper ...... $0.15
Folgers Coffee ...... $0.10
Country Club Dairy Milk ...... $0.10

Sophisticated non-alcoholic drinks =
Shirley Temple ...... $0.20

Roy Rogers ...... $0.20
Sparkling Apple Cooler ...... $0.20




"11" Operations:

With trains of equal priority, Northbound has priority over Southbound (due to poorer northbound cab visibility).
Luxury Service and a wreck train is First Class priority, Commuter Service and all MoPac trains are Second Class priority.
Any Extra train (not train Section), or one not prior listed as either First Class or Second Class, is a Third Class priority.

Dispatching:

The dispatcher is located at the Aubrey Headquarters, and is in direct contact with his MoPac counterpart. The section of
track that extends from the southern end of the MC main line to the turnout at the MoPac Rich Hill branch connecting
turnout, and the section of track that extends from the MC main line turnout to the Paola main connecting turnout, although
maintained by the Meridian Central, are under the control of the MoPac dispatcher (and interlocked to all access signals).
These segments function as staging areas for MoPac trains transitioning to and from the MC. The signal at the MoPac end of
these segments is MoPac owned and maintained, and the signal on the MC end is MC owned and maintained.

All turnouts on the MC can be operated manually. However the Paola turnout, and the turnouts on every passing siding
except for the special Wea Interchange Flex Siding, can also be operated by the MC dispatcher remotely. As a public relations
ploy aimed specifically at the General Federation of Women's Clubs, one of the weekend dispatchers is a woman.

Trackside Signaling:

Only one of the original owners had been a railroader, but his experience was as a dispatcher. As such he had acquired a
sense of what could have been done better. One area was signaling. Some railroads use a complex series of lamps that are
not particularly intuitive and require classroom training to learn. Since there are two types of information that has to be
transmitted, position of a turnout and clearance to proceed, it was felt that the two signals should be split. The difference in
both shapes and colors used in each MC signal type eliminates all indication ambiguity, especially for visiting MoPac crews.

Movement is regulated by a stacked colored light tree, which on the MC are placed on the right side of the track. Green, on
top (highball), indicates clearance to proceed fully. Yellow, in the middle, indicates proceed slowly prepared to stop. Red, on
bottom, indicates stop. A dark signal also means stop, but the dispatcher needs to be contacted as well to report the issue
(all locomotives and the dispatcher have radios). All signals and turnouts are numbered for ease in reporting. Movement
signals must always be absolutely obeyed unless the crew has been issued specific override instructions from the dispatcher.

Most railroads indicate turnout setting by a physical arrow on the turnout stand. On the MC turnout setting is also indicated
by a more distantly visible moon white two lamp position trackside dwarf signal. Vertical alignment indicates the switch is
set and locked for the through route. Horizontal alighment indicates the switch is set and locked for the diverging route. If
one light is burned out or if the signal is dark, the train crew by rule must investigate before advancing. Setting signals go
dark while the switch is not locked into a route (either because the switch is still moving or it is blocked by an obstruction).

A turnout setting signal is installed on at least every turnouts facing side. The MC uses surplus Union Switch & Signal position
light dwarf signals, acquired from the Pennsylvania Railroad. Most came out of Ohio, and were sold as-is at a nominal price.
The MC refurbished them by capping the diagonal light opening, and replacing the lenses with bluish moon white lenses.

Every signal is placarded with a unique number. All signals are designed to go dark when the track is not in use in order to
save bulb life. Many signals are powered by disposable batteries. Some use rechargeable batteries that are trickle charged
from either the grid, or from farmers wind turbines which came from some of the properties acquired by the MC.

The dispatcher sends commands to the signals wirelessly instead of through wires. It utilizes the normal failsafe safety
mechanism that causes a signal to fall to its most restrictive mode if there is a communication or power glitch. Powered
turnouts are prevented from changing a route when a train is physically on the turnout. The switch mechanism and the
movement signal are interlocked, so that a movement clear can not be indicated while a turnout is not locked into a route.



